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Introduction

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. May peace and blessings be upon

our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and all his companions.

This collection brings together twenty Friday sermons. Each addresses a theme that
the believer encounters on the path to Allah. These sermons were written to be
spoken. They carry within them the rhythm of the minbar: direct, unhurried, rooted

in the Quran and the Sunnah.

The sermons range across the essential concerns of a Muslim's life: faith and its
foundations, worship and its spirit, character and its cultivation, the heart and its
diseases, the community and its responsibilities. Some address the inward
dimensions of the faith: sincerity, gratitude, hope, contentment, and the love of
Allah. Others address the outward: prayer, spending, covenant-keeping, enjoining
good, and the lessons of sacred history. Together they aim at what the Quran calls

falah: success in this life and the next.

Each sermon follows the traditional structure of the Friday khutbah. It opens with
praise and witness, followed by a call to taqwa supported by Quranic verses. The
body moves from principle to example to practical reminder. The second khutbah

draws the themes together and closes with supplication.

The reader will notice that the same realities return across different sermons: the
centrality of the heart, the importance of sincerity, the mercy of Allah, the model of
the Prophet, and the conviction that this world is a preparation for what comes

after. This repetition is intentional. The great truths of the faith are not absorbed in
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a single hearing. They need to settle through repeated encounter, the way rain

settles into the earth.

It is hoped that these sermons will benefit those who deliver the Friday khutbah as
a resource they can adapt and build upon. It is also hoped that they will benefit
those who read them in private as a reminder and a companion on the path. May
Allah accept this effort, make it sincerely for His sake, and cause it to be a source

of guidance for all who read it.
Sl o)y Gl ade SLY) L8 ey
My success is only through Allah. Upon Him I rely, and to Him I return.

Mahmoud Haddara
London, ON
Dhul Hijja 1447



1. Hajj: The Journey of Complete Submission to Allah
First Khutbah
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Dear brothers and sisters,
The season of Hajj is approaching. The hearts of the believers begin to long for the
Sacred House of Allah. Hajj is a journey of the soul back to Allah. It is one of the
greatest pillars of Islam and among the clearest manifestations of servitude and
submission to the Lord of the worlds.
Allah Juis4lswisays in Surat Aal-’Imran:
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" The first House (of worship) appointed for humankind was that at Bakka, a
blessed place, and (source of) guidance for all humankind. In it are clear signs, the

place where Abraham once stood; whoever enters it attains security. Pilgrimage to
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the House is a duty to God for those who can afford it. But if any disbelieves, God

does not stand in need of any of His creatures.” (Surat Aal-Imran, 3:96-97)

Notice, dear brothers and sisters, the strength of this verse. Allah concludes the

command of Hajj with the warning: < 3a5, "And whoever disbelieves."

The scholars explained that this demonstrates the gravity and seriousness of

abandoning Hajj while having the ability to perform it.

And our Prophet alu s 4le &) JLa emphasized its immense reward when he said:
AN 2155 4 G4 sl Al gl W s )

"From one 'Umrah to another is an expiation for the sins between them, and an

accepted Hajj has no reward except Paradise." (Bukhari and Muslim)

Dear believers,
The essence of Hajj is submission to Allah. Every ritual of Hajj teaches the
believer: "I hear and I obey."
Hajj commemorates the greatest examples of submission: the submission of the
individual, the submission of the family, and the submission of the believing
community. And at the center of all of this stands our father Ibrahim a2l 43le
Allah says about him:

Cralall o) el Qalad 25,006 Y
"When his Lord said to him: Submit, he replied: I submit to the Lord of the
worlds." (Surat Al-Bagarah, 2:131)

Ibrahim's submission was not mere words. It was sacrifice, trust, patience, and
action. When Allah commanded him to leave the mother of his newly born child,
Lady Hajar and the infant Isma'il in the barren desert, he did not hesitate.

5



He stood in the empty valley with no water, no people, and no vegetation. He made
the du'a:

3Ll |l U o DA Gl e g5 6 i 31 (00 e HIRLT ) 5
"Our Lord, I have settled some of my offspring in a barren valley near Your Sacred

House, our Lord, so that they may establish prayer." (Surat Ibrahim, 14:37)

This is the spirit of Hajj: putting one’s trust in Allah even when the road is unclear.
And Hajar, the righteous mother, also submitted. When Ibrahim turned away, she
asked, "Did Allah command you to do this?" When he replied yes, she said, "Then
Allah will not abandon us." What certainty. What faith. What submission.

Then came the greatest trial. When Isma'il grew older and could work alongside
his father, Ibrahim saw in a dream that he must sacrifice his beloved son. Imagine
the weight of this command. Yet the Qur'an records not resistance but submission

from both father and son.
o813 SR Al LG ol I oG 06

"My son, indeed, I have seen in a dream that [ must sacrifice you, so what do you
think?" (Surat As-Saffat, 37:102)
And the son replied:

Criiall (e dl LG ) 3050 e e Jadl ol
"My father, do what you have been commanded. You will find me, if Allah wills,

among the patient." (Surat As-Saffat, 37:102)

Then Allah says, " Galad da
"When they had both submitted..." (Surat As-Saffat, 37:103)



This is the essence of Islam: submission before understanding, obedience before
comfort, trust before explanation. And because of that submission, Allah replaced

the sacrifice with mercy and honored Ibrahim forever.

Dear brothers and sisters,

The rituals of Hajj remind us of this struggle against Shaytan and against the ego.
The throwing of pebbles symbolizes rejecting the whispers of Shaytan, just as
Ibrahim rejected Shaytan when he attempted to divert him from obeying Allah.
Every rite in Hajj carries a lesson. Ihram teaches humility. Tawaf teaches that Allah
1s the center of our lives. Sa'i teaches perseverance and trust. 'Arafah teaches

humility, repentance, and unity. The sacrifice teaches surrender to Allah.
PG A Y K PP TEL R E XS PR P8 0 gt W P KV W

Second Khutbah
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Dear brothers and sisters,

Hajj speaks to the individual and to the Ummah. Millions gather from every race,
language, and nationality wearing the same clothing, standing on the same ground,
worshipping the same Lord, reciting the same talbiyah: <Ll e-@-“‘ sl

“Here I am, O Allah, here I am.”

No superiority of wealth. No superiority of race. No superiority of status. Only

taqwa matters.



And the greatest gathering of Hajj is the Day of 'Arafah. The Prophet 4le 4l L
ol s said: 438 &2
"Hayj is 'Arafah." (Tirmidhi and others)

It is the day when believers stand broken before Allah, hoping for mercy,

forgiveness, and salvation.

Dear Muslims,

Even those who are not performing Hajj should live the lessons of Hajj. Submit to
Allah completely. Control their sinful desires. Resist Shaytan. Strengthen their
families through obedience. Answer Allah's command without hesitation.

Ask yourself: What is preventing me from submitting fully to Allah? What
sacrifice must I make for His sake? What attachment must I leave behind?

May Allah grant us hearts that submit to Him sincerely. May Allah allow those
intending Hajj to reach His Sacred House safely. May Allah grant all of us a Hajj
Mabroor before we die. May He forgive our sins and unite this Ummah upon truth

and guidance.
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2. Islam: A Religion of Change
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Dear brothers and sisters,
Islam is a religion of movement, growth, renewal, and transformation. It came to
transform human beings from darkness into light, from ignorance into guidance,
and from corruption into righteousness.

Allah A5 43lsws establishes a timeless principle in the Qur'an:

°M/“@u\}3§;;¢j;e;3§u3§;;3};§n ]



"Indeed, Allah will not change the condition of a people until they change what is
within themselves." (Surat Ar-Ra'd, 13:11)

This verse teaches us that true change begins from within.

Many people wish for change in their families, their communities, the Ummah, and
the world around them. But Allah teaches us that before external conditions

change, hearts must change. Souls must change. Intentions must change.

Brothers and sisters,

Look at the world before the coming of the Prophet £. Arabia was drowning in
jahiliyyah: tribal warfare, racism, oppression, idol worship, injustice, and
immorality. People buried their daughters alive. The strong oppressed the weak.
Society was spiritually bankrupt.

Then Allah sent Muhammad 2. And how did he change the world? He did not
begin with buildings, wealth, or political power. He began with the heart. He

transformed individuals before transforming societies.

He changed Bilal 4= &) ) from an oppressed slave into a symbol of honor. He
changed 'Umar 4ic & ) from a man of harshness into one of the greatest leaders
in history. He changed a divided nation into a united Ummah. This is the power of
Islam: it changes human beings from the inside out.

Dear Muslims,

The world around us constantly changes. Economies change, technology changes,

cultures change, nations rise and fall.
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Allah says:
ol 8 gd 1 2 il

"And these days We alternate among the people." (Surat Aal-'Imran. 3:140)

The real question is: Are we changing toward Allah or away from Allah?

Some people change financially but remain spiritually bankrupt. Some advance
professionally while their relationship with Allah weakens. Some improve their
appearance but neglect their character. Islam teaches that the greatest

transformation is internal.

The Prophet £ said: "Indeed, I was sent to perfect noble character."

Islam came to reform character: to turn arrogance into humility, hatred into mercy,
dishonesty into truthfulness, selfishness into generosity, and heedlessness into
remembrance of Allah.

Brothers and sisters,

Real change requires struggle, discipline, sacrifice, and sincerity. It is not slogans,

speeches, or emotional moments.
The Prophet £ spent twenty-three years building people: hearts attached to Allah,

minds guided by revelation, souls disciplined through worship, and lives

committed to justice and mercy.

11



And this is why Islam does not ask us to change the religion to fit society. Rather,

Islam asks us to change ourselves to seek the pleasure of Allah.

Change your salah. Change your relationship with the Qur'an. Change your tongue.
Change your habits. Change the way you treat your spouse, your parents, your

children, and your neighbors.

Dear brothers and sisters,
One of the greatest opportunities for change belongs to our youth. Young people
are the strength of the Ummah today, not only its future. The habits formed in

youth shape an entire lifetime.

If a young person builds discipline, worship, and sincerity now, they build a strong
future. If they surrender themselves to addictions, distractions, desires, and

heedlessness, the consequences may last for years.

To the youth: Do not underestimate your ability to change. A sincere tawbah can
change your life. One prayer can begin your transformation. One moment of

sincerity can bring you close to Allah.
Dear parents, help your homes become places of positive change. Fill your homes

with Qur'an, establish prayer, encourage kindness, reduce anger and harshness, and

make your homes places of mercy and remembrance.

12



Brothers and sisters,

We cannot expect Allah to change the condition of the Ummah while we refuse to
change ourselves. A society changes when individuals change. Families change
when hearts change. Communities change when people return to Allah.

The believer is an agent of goodness and reform.

The Prophet #£ said:

"Whoever among you sees an evil, let him change it with his hand; if he cannot,
then with his tongue; and if he cannot, then with his heart, and that is the weakest
of faith." (Muslim)

Notice: Islam commands change. It commands reform. It commands action.

Dear Muslims,

Among the greatest tools that help us change are righteous companions. The
people around you influence your thoughts, your habits, your goals, and your faith.
People who surround themselves with people of Qur'an, salah, knowledge, and
good character will naturally rise. People who surround themselves with

heedlessness and sin will slowly decline.

Also, among the greatest tools of transformation is seeking forgiveness from Allah
(istighfar). The Prophet £ said, "Glad tidings to the one who finds abundant
istighfar in his record." Istighfar cleans the heart, removes sins, softens the soul,

and reconnects the servant to Allah.

And never underestimate the power of du’a. The Prophet £ frequently made du’a
for steadfastness, "O Turner of the hearts, keep my heart firm upon Your religion."
Even the Prophet £ asked Allah for firmness. So how much more do we need
Allah's help?

13
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Brothers and sisters,

Salah changes the heart. Qur'an changes the mind. Charity changes the soul.
Fasting changes desires. Dhikr changes the spirit. When worship is performed
sincerely, the believer becomes a source of light, hope, mercy, and positive change

wherever they go.

May Allah make us among those who change themselves for His sake. May Allah
purify our hearts and reform our conditions. May Allah guide our youth, unite our
families, and strengthen this Ummah. May Allah make the Qur'an the spring of our
hearts and the light of our chests. May Allah send peace and blessings upon our
Prophet Muhammad & his family, his companions, and all those who follow

them until the Day of Judgment.
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3. The Most Beloved Deeds to Allah
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Dear brothers and sisters,

One of the questions most frequently asked by the companions agie 4 ) was:
"What are the deeds most beloved to Allah?"

Every believer wants to know: What actions bring me closest to Allah? What deeds
are most beloved to my Creator? What should I prioritize in this short life before I
return to Him?

And when the companions asked this question, the Prophet £ gave different
answers at different times. This was from his wisdom ££. He understood the
conditions, needs, and circumstances of the person asking. He directed each
companion toward the deed most beneficial for him and most needed at that

moment.
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This teaches an important lesson: the path to Allah is not limited to one deed alone.
The doors of goodness are many, and the believer strives to worship Allah through
every opportunity available.

Prayer at Its Proper Time

Among the greatest answers given by the Prophet £ was what Abdullah ibn
Mas'id 4= &) <y narrated, "I asked the Messenger of Allah £, "Which deed is
most beloved to Allah?' He said, 'Prayer at its proper time.' I asked, "Then what?'
He said, 'Kindness to parents.' I asked, 'Then what?' He said, 'Jihad in the path of
Allah."" (Bukhari and Muslim)

Brothers and sisters,

The first deed mentioned was & 5 e 33l

Prayer is the connection between the servant and his Lord. It is the pillar of Islam.
Prayer disciplines the soul, purifies the heart, and protects a person from evil. A
believer's relationship with Allah i1s measured by his relationship with prayer.
Notice that immediately after the rights of Allah come the rights of parents. How
many people pray regularly but fail in kindness, patience, and respect toward their
mothers and fathers? Birr al-walidayn is among the greatest acts beloved to Allah.
Consistency in Good Deeds

The Prophet £ also taught that Allah loves consistency.

Our mother ‘Aisha lie 4 o) narrated that the Prophet £ said, "The most
beloved deeds to Allah are those that are consistent, even if they are small."
(Bukhari and Muslim)

Allah loves consistency: a small daily charity, two units of prayer every night,
daily Qur'an, regular dhikr, continuous kindness, and ongoing repentance. A small

deed performed sincerely and consistently may outweigh a large deed done rarely.
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Removing Harm from People’s Path

Among the beautiful teachings of Islam is that even simple acts of care for people
are beloved to Allah.

The Prophet £ said:

"I saw a man enjoying himself in Paradise because he removed a tree from the road
that used to harm people." (Muslim)

SubhanAllah. Removing harm from people’s path became a reason for Paradise.

Islam is mercy, consideration, and service.

Removing harm includes cleaning harmful objects from pathways, helping people
navigate difficulties, protecting others from harm, and speaking words that heal
instead of hurt. The believer asks himself, "Am I making life easier or harder for

people around me?"

Bringing Benefit to People

The Prophet ££ said, "The most beloved people to Allah are those most beneficial
to people. And the most beloved deeds to Allah are bringing happiness to a
Muslim, relieving his hardship, paying off his debt, or feeding his hunger."

And he ££ said, "To walk with my brother to fulfill his need is more beloved to me

than making 1'tikaf in this mosque for a month."

Dear brothers and sisters,

This religion is not a religion of selfish spirituality. The believer is concerned about
people: helping the needy, supporting families, assisting the elderly, comforting the
grieving, and serving the community. A Muslim asks: "How can I become a source
of benefit wherever Allah places me?"

17



Good Character

Dear brothers and sisters,

Among the greatest deeds beloved to Allah is good character. The Prophet £ said:
"The most beloved servants to Allah are those best in character." Good character is
worship. Truthfulness, patience, humility, mercy, gentleness, honesty, and

forgiveness are among the heaviest deeds on the scale on the Day of Judgment.

The Prophet £ said:
"Truthfulness leads to righteousness, and righteousness leads to Paradise. A man
continues to speak the truth until he is recorded with Allah as truthful. And lying

leads to wickedness, and wickedness leads to the Fire." (Bukhari and Muslim)

Many people pray and fast, but their harshness, arrogance, dishonesty, or bad
treatment of others destroys the beauty of their worship. The Prophet £ was sent

to perfect noble character.

Remembrance of Allah

And among the most beloved deeds to Allah is abundant remembrance of Him.
Mu'adh ibn Jabal 4ic 4l 2 asked the Prophet £, "Which deeds are most
beloved to Allah?" The Prophet £ replied, "That you die while your tongue is

moist with the remembrance of Allah."

Dhikr softens the heart, strengthens faith, brings peace during hardship, and keeps
the servant connected to Allah throughout the day. A believer should constantly
remember Allah: after prayers, while driving, while working, while walking,

before sleeping, and upon waking.

18



DS A B Y A Y el deall ) s

These simple words are beloved to Allah and heavy on the scale.
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Dear brothers and sisters,
From all these narrations we learn an important principle: the most beloved deed
may change according to the need of the moment. Sometimes it is prayer.
Sometimes it is caring for parents. Sometimes it is charity. Sometimes it is helping
people. Sometimes it is standing for truth and justice. And sometimes, fulfilling our

responsibility toward our community becomes a duty of the moment.

Brothers and sisters,

Living in this society means that our decisions affect not only ourselves but our
families, our children, and our future generations.

Participating responsibly in matters that benefit the community, protect families,
uphold justice, and preserve our values can become part of u+U 285 benefiting
people. A believer cares about the wellbeing of society. A believer seeks what
brings benefit and prevents harm. So, let us ask ourselves: What deed does Allah
want from me today? What responsibility have I neglected? Where can I serve?
Who can I help? What consistent deed can I begin today for the sake of Allah?
Perhaps one sincere action done quietly for Allah may become the deed that saves

us on the Day of Judgment.
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4. Spending in the Way of Allah: A Proof of Faith
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Dear brothers and sisters,

Among the greatest signs of sincere faith is spending in the way of Allah. Wealth is
beloved to the human being. People work hard for it, sacrifice for it, protect it, and
fear losing it. Yet when a believer willingly gives from what they love for the sake

of Allah, this becomes a proof of iman and trust in Allah.

Today people often distinguish between zakah and sadaqah by saying zakah is
obligatory while sadaqah is voluntary. While this distinction is commonly used, the

Qur'an itself often uses the words zakah and sadaqah interchangeably.

Allah says:
21
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"Take from their wealth a charity by which you purify and cleanse them." (Surat

At-Tawbah, 9:103)
And Allah says:

Sl ¢ aall EBacall )
"Indeed, the charities are for the poor and the needy..." (Surat At-Tawbah, 9:60)

The scholars said that zakah itself is a form of sadaqah, because every act of giving

sincerely for Allah is charity.

Brothers and sisters,
Islam builds compassionate societies where people care for one another and
recognize that wealth is a trust from Allah.

Allah says:
4 (palding aShag e ) Al 4l sy L ) Sl

"Believe in Allah and His Messenger and spend from that over which He has made

you trustees." (Surat Al-Hadid, 57:7)

Notice that Allah did not say the wealth belongs completely to you. Rather, Allah
says He made you trustees over it.

22



Wealth is a test. Some people worship Allah through patience in poverty. Others
worship Allah through generosity in wealth.

Dear Muslims,

One of the beautiful realities of Islam is that everyone can give charity.

The Prophet £ said, "A person smust give a charity for every joint of he has,
every day the sun rises." (Muslim)

Every day a charity is required from us in some form. And this was not only in
Madinah after zakah became obligatory. Even in the Makkan period Allah praised

the believers saying:
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"And in their wealth there was a right for the beggar and the deprived." (Surat Adh-
Dhariyat, 51:19)

The righteous understood that the needy have a right in their wealth.

Brothers and sisters,
One of the remarkable things in the Qur'an is how often zakah is mentioned
together with salah. The word zakah appears around thirty times in the Qur'an, and

most of those times it is paired with prayer.
Why? Because salah connects you to Allah, while zakah connects you to people.
Salah purifies the soul from heedlessness. Zakah purifies the soul from greed. A

believer must fulfill both: the rights of Allah and the rights of people.
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Dear believers,

Islam teaches us that charity is not only for the wealthy. Allah says,
S g8 e 130 8 gy

" They ask you how much they should spend; Say, “What you can spare.” (Surat
Al-Baqgarah, 2:219)

Allah does not burden us with what we cannot bear. We are only asked to give
according to our ability. And the Prophet ££ taught us never to belittle even the
smallest act of charity. He £ said, "Protect yourselves from the Fire even with
half a date." (Bukhari and Muslim) Half a date. Something people might consider
insignificant. Yet with Allah, sincerity transforms small deeds into mountains of
reward.

The Prophet £ also said:

"Whoever gives charity equal to a date from lawful earnings (and Allah accepts
only what is pure), Allah nurtures it for him until it becomes like a mountain."
(Bukhari and Muslim)

SubhanAllah. A small charity given sincerely grows with Allah.

Dear Muslims,

One of the greatest misunderstandings 1s thinking that sadagah is only money. The
Prophet £ expanded the meaning of charity far beyond wealth. He £ said,
"Every tasbeeh is charity, every tahmeed is charity, every takbeer is charity,

enjoining good is charity, forbidding evil is charity..."
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A smile is charity. A kind word is charity. Helping someone is charity. Removing
harm from the road is charity. Teaching knowledge 1s charity. Even restraining

your anger can be charity. This religion opens countless doors of =l

Brothers and sisters,

Why does Allah command us to spend?

First: charity proves the sincerity of faith. The Prophet £ said, "Charity is a
proof." (Muslim)

A proof that iman is alive in the heart. A proof that a person believes that Allah will
replace what they spend in multitude. A proof that they believe in the Hereafter
more than dunya. People may claim faith with their tongues, but sacrifice reveals

sincerity.
Second: charity purifies the giver. Allah says:
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"It purifies and cleanses them." Charity purifies the heart from greed, the soul from

selfishness, the wealth from impurity, and society from hatred and resentment.

Third: charity brings barakah into wealth. The Prophet £ said:
"Every morning two angels descend. One says, 'O Allah, give more to the one who

spends.' The other says, 'O Allah, bring destruction to the one who withholds.
(Bukhari and Muslim)
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Many people fear that giving decreases wealth, but the believer knows that
generosity never decreases provision. Sometimes barakah is not measured by
numbers. A person may possess little yet live with peace, health, and contentment.

Another may possess millions yet live in misery and fear.

Dear brothers and sisters,

Allah promises security and peace to those who establish prayer and give zakah.

Allah says:
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"Those who believe, do righteous deeds, establish prayer, and give zakah will have
their reward with their Lord. No fear shall come upon them, nor shall they grieve."

(Surat Al-Baqarah, 2:277)
And Allah reminds us:
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"Whatever good you spend is for yourselves." (Surat Al-Baqarah, 2:272)

You are not enriching Allah by giving. You are enriching your own akhirah. Every
dollar spent sincerely, every meal given to the hungry, every orphan supported,
every masjid maintained, every Qur'an distributed, every act of kindness, you will
find it with Allah on the Day when wealth and children will not benefit except
those who come to Allah with a sound heart.
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Second Khutbah
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Dear brothers and sisters,
We live in a world where materialism dominates hearts and people are taught to
measure success by what they own. Islam teaches that true success is measured not

by how much we keep but by how much we give for the sake of Allah.

The companions understood this deeply. Abu Bakr 4= &) s ) brought all his
wealth. 'Umar i &) s ) brought half. 'Uthman 4 &) o equipped entire
armies. Yet they never considered charity a loss. Because they understood that

what is spent for Allah never disappears.

May Allah make us among the generous. May Allah purify our hearts from greed
and miserliness. May Allah bless our wealth with barakah. May Allah allow us to
spend sincerely seeking His Face alone. May Allah make us among those who give

in times of ease and hardship.

8Ol L ) ) aglll S e o Aalls Lllael Jaal aelll cliske a5 & K55 S5 e U gl
3 yale Ly gli g el S dka ) Ll Jea) aglll | ulil) i g ¢ BIAD) Cpm g ¢l sl Sy g clgild of
a5 etiels 8 Ulaaiad aglll clicUa,

o R A 2l Sualy o LBaS e e (A (g3 ey glaayls J3l DAk

saina Lo by i) 5 S Al A5 a0 3 A e o 5 S35 ¢aS S aulaall ) )5 S3

27



5. The Messenger of Allah: A Mercy, A Light, and The Perfect Example

First Khutbah
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Dear brothers and sisters,
Today we speak about the greatest blessing Allah bestowed upon humanity after
the blessing of guidance itself: the blessing of sending Muhammad 2.

Allah did not merely send him as a leader for one tribe, one people, or one era.
Allah sent him as a mercy to the worlds, a lamp spreading light, a guide to the
straight path, and the perfect example for humanity.

Allah says in Surat al-Ahzab:
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"O Prophet, indeed, We have sent you as a witness, a bearer of glad tidings, and a
warner, and one who calls to Allah by His permission, and as a lamp spreading

light." (Surat Al-Ahzab, 33:45-46)

He £ was a light in a world darkened by ignorance, oppression, tribalism,
immorality, and injustice. Through him Allah brought hearts from darkness into
light. Through him Allah united enemies into brothers. Through him Allah

transformed nations.
And Allah described him with one of the most beautiful descriptions:

Cralall 2225 V) ddle
"We have not sent you except as a mercy to the worlds." (Surat Al-Anbiya, 21:107)
He was mercy in every sense: mercy to the believer and disbeliever, mercy to the
young and old, mercy to men and women, mercy even to animals and the

environment.

When the people rejected him, mocked him, and harmed him, he still desired
guidance for them. Allah says:
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"You may destroy yourself with grief because they do not believe." (Surat Ash-
Shu'ara, 26:3)
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He cared for humanity more than humanity cared for itself.

Brothers and sisters,

One of the greatest signs of his status is that his message is universal. Allah says,
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"Say: O mankind, indeed I am the Messenger of Allah to all of you." (Surat Al-
A'raf, 7:158)
And Allah says:
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"We have not sent you except to all mankind, as a bearer of glad tidings and a

warner." (Surat Saba, 34:28)

Previous prophets were sent to specific nations and times. But Muhammad £ was
sent to every people, every land, and every generation until the Day of Judgment.
His message addresses the human soul because Allah created the human soul. It is
suitable for every age because it came from the One who knows the past, present,

and future.
Dear brothers and sisters,

The Prophet £ did not speak to satisfy his desire, or to express his personal

opinion regarding revelation.
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Allah says:
(4) 5 525 9] 56 0 (3) ) o BRR s
"He does not speak from his own desire. It is nothing but revelation revealed."

(Surat An-Najm, 53:3-4)

Therefore, obedience to the Messenger £ is obedience to Allah. His guidance is
not optional advice. His Sunnah is not a cultural tradition. It is revelation,

guidance, and salvation.

Allah described him further:

°
H

CELAY 2l ahaly bl agd Jady S 02 ARl <Dl 4 el

"He commands them with what is right, forbids them from what is wrong, permits
for them the good things, and forbids for them the impure things." (Surat Al-A'raf,
7:157)

Everything he commanded brings benefit. Everything he prohibited contains harm.
Every society that abandons his guidance eventually suffers confusion, injustice,

and moral collapse.

Dear believers,

Allah honored His Prophet £ with the highest character.

"Indeed, you are upon magnificent character." (Surat Al-Qalam, 68:4)
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He forgave those who harmed him. He was humble though he was the leader of
mankind. He helped the poor, sat with the weak, smiled at children, and served his

family. Even during hardship and battle, he led by example. Allah says:
s iyl b s a8 p8

"You have indeed in the Messenger of Allah an excellent example." (Surat Al-

Ahzab, 33:21)

During the Battle of the Trench, he worked beside the companions, carrying dirt
and striking rocks with his own hands. He never demanded comfort while others

struggled. This is true leadership. This is true manhood. This is true servitude to

Allah.
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Second Khutbah
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Among the greatest signs of love for the Prophet 2% is to follow him in actions,
character, worship, and obedience, not merely with words. Many claim that they

love the Prophet, but true love requires sacrifice and imitation. The Prophet £

stood long nights in prayer until his feet became swollen. Allah said:
4Gy 4y Y (e 0 48 G L1 555
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"Your Lord knows that you stand in prayer nearly two-thirds of the night, or half of
it, or a third of it." (Surat Al-Muzzammil, 73:20)

He was strict with himself but merciful with his Ummah. He sought forgiveness for

his people. He worried for his Ummah. He cried for his Ummabh.

And Allah honored him in a way no human being has ever been honored:
i o 1 0 8 00 6 B g

"Indeed, Allah and His angels send blessings upon the Prophet. O you who believe,
send blessings and peace upon him abundantly." (Surat Al-Ahzab 33:56)
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Brothers and sisters,

If we truly want honor, stability, guidance, and success individually and
collectively, then we must reconnect with the Sunnah of the Messenger ££. We
must revive his honesty, his mercy, his humility, his worship, his patience, his

justice, and his concern for others.

Our homes need the character of Muhammad #%. Our youth need the example of

Muhammad 2. Our communities need the mercy of Muhammad .

May Allah make us among those who truly love him, follow him, defend his

Sunnah, and are resurrected in his company.
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6. Contentment with Allah, Islam, and the Messenger
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Dear brothers and sisters,

One of the most beautiful and comprehensive statements of faith taught by the
Prophet [#£] is the statement, "I am pleased with Allah as my Lord, with Islam as
my religion, and with Muhammad [£] as my Prophet and Messenger."

Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri [+ &) = ] reported that the Messenger of Allah [£] said,
"O Abu Sa'id, whoever is pleased with Allah as his Lord, Islam as his religion, and
Muhammad as his Prophet, Paradise becomes guaranteed for him."

Abu Sa'id was amazed by this tremendous promise and said, "Repeat it to me, O
Messenger of Allah." And the Prophet [££] repeated it.

And in another narration the Prophet [$£] said, "Whoever says in the morning and
evening three times, 'l am pleased with Allah as my Lord, Islam as my religion,
and Muhammad [$£] as my Prophet,' it is a right upon Allah to please him on the
Day of Judgment."

Brothers and sisters,

This hadith, when spoken with sincerity, embodies the entirety of Islam: our creed,
our worship, our lifestyle, and our example. It contains the essence of tawheed,
submission, contentment, and trust in Allah.
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Dear Muslims,
What does it mean to say, [ An\-’ Euwa’y] "I am pleased with Allah as my Lord"?

The word "[<x3]" means far more than simple acceptance. It means deep
contentment, willing submission, love, trust, and satisfaction with Allah in every
condition.

Ibn al-Qayyim [4 4es )] beautifully explained this state when he said, "If You give
me, I accept. If You withhold from me, I remain content. If You leave me, I
worship You. And if You call me, I respond."

This is true [L=)], contentment with Allah.] It means when Allah gives, you are
grateful; when Allah withholds, you remain patient; when Allah tests, you trust
Him; when Allah commands, you obey Him.

Contentment with Allah means believing: Allah is the Creator, Allah is the
Sustainer, Allah is the Controller of affairs, Allah is the Judge, Allah is the Most
Wise, and Allah never decrees except what contains wisdom and mercy.

Brothers and sisters,

Many people worship Allah only when life goes according to their desires. True
iman appears during hardship. When wealth decreases, when sickness comes,
when doors close, when life becomes difficult, can the servant still say:

[G Aﬂ-’ ¢uwa’y] "I am pleased with Allah as my Lord"?]
Allah tests people with ease and hardship alike.

And the Prophet [£#£] taught Ibn 'Abbas [Legis & ] the great principles of
tawheed and trust when he said, "Know that if the entire nation gathered to benefit
you with something, they would not benefit you except with what Allah has
already written for you. And if they gathered to harm you with something, they
would not harm you except with what Allah has already written against you. The
pens have been lifted and the pages have dried." (Tirmidhi)

This is the heart of contentment: knowing that everything is in the Hands of Allah.
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Dear believers,

Contentment with Allah includes [2=)], praising Allah, [ )S&))], thanking Allah, and
[ »==ll], patiently enduring hardship. A believer does not live constantly angry at
Allah's decree. Rather, the believer lives between gratitude and patience.

The hadith then says, [G» elu‘ﬁb Eua’y] "I am pleased with Islam as my religion."

Islam is a complete way of life, not merely an identity inherited from parents.
Islam organizes our worship, our morals, our family life, our business dealings, our
relationships, and our purpose in life. The Prophet [£] said, "Islam is built upon
five..." Islam is a religion of balance, justice, mercy, and moderation. It protects the
soul, the intellect, the family, wealth, and human dignity.

To be pleased with Islam means: not being ashamed of Islam, not apologizing for
Islam, not preferring human desires over divine guidance, and not seeking
guidance outside what Allah revealed. Today many people want Islam only
partially: Islam in the masjid but not in business, Islam in rituals but not in
character, Islam in words but not in lifestyle.

But the believer says with conviction, [l eﬂ-ﬂb ¢uwa’] "I am fully pleased with
Islam as my way of life."

Dear brothers and sisters,

The hadith then says, [\gj-:”:):s G ¥ 2%a45] "And with Muhammad [£%£] as Prophet
and Messenger."

Allah says,
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" Indeed, in the Messenger of Allah you have an excellent example." (Surat Al-
Ahzab, 33:21)

To accept Muhammad [%] as our Prophet means: we love him, we obey him, we
follow his Sunnah, we trust his guidance, and we model our lives after him. He is
our example in worship, in family life, in leadership, in mercy, in patience, in
justice, and in character.
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Today people imitate celebrities, athletes, influencers, and public figures, yet the
believer's greatest role model remains Muhammad [££].

Dear brothers and sisters,

This statement, [ sl G elu-‘ﬂ-u G Aub ¢uwad) is a renewal of our covenant
with Allah. It is connected to the fitrah, the initial natural disposition upon which
Allah created humanity. Deep within every soul is the recognition that Allah alone
deserves worship, truth comes from Him, and happiness lies in submission to Him.
But dunya distracts hearts. Desires cloud vision. Sins harden hearts. So, this daily
reminder revives the soul and reconnects the servant to Allah.

Brothers and sisters,

We live in a world filled with anxiety, confusion, and dissatisfaction. People
constantly chase more money, more status, more attention, more pleasure, yet
many remain empty inside. Why?

Because true peace is not found in possessions. It is found in [£L La ).

Contentment with Allah brings tranquility even during hardship. Without it, no
amount of wealth can satisfy the soul. The believer says, "My Lord chose for me,
and His choice is better than my choice for myself."
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cpnan] dania s all e 5 deaa B e 2l 535l 5 ¢ cppallall o b daal
| galiy adde | glon il Gl L 6 o e () sl 80 & "o s Ja Al Js
Ana Al e g calugadle Joa aglll [56: 00 a1 " Lalid

38



Dear Muslims,

Repeat this beautiful dhikr every morning and evening with reflection and
sincerity, [¥ 505 Gl 88 2askyy (L fj-&}l\g} &) Al &ua’) Not merely with the
tongue, but with the heart, with conviction, with submission, with trust, and with
love.

May Allah make us among those who are truly content with Him as Lord. May
Allah fill our hearts with certainty, tranquility, and trust. May Allah make us firm
upon Islam until we meet Him. May Allah increase our love for His Messenger
[£%] and allow us to follow his Sunnah inwardly and outwardly. May Allah make
us among the people of Paradise through His mercy.
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7. Do Not Fear Nor Grieve (A Khutbah on the Promise of Allah to the
Believers)
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Dear brothers and sisters,

Among the greatest desires of every human being is to live without fear and to die
without regret. Humanity spends its life searching for security, peace, reassurance,
and happiness. Yet the Qur'an teaches that true security is not found in wealth,
status, power, or worldly success. True security is found in faith, taqwa, and
closeness to Allah.

Repeatedly throughout the Qur'an, Allah reiterates a beautiful promise to His
righteous servants, "No fear shall come upon them, nor shall they grieve."
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This promise appears throughout the Qur'an because fear and grief are among the
greatest burdens carried by the human heart. Fear is anxiety about what is coming.
Grief is sorrow over what has passed. Allah promises His believing servants
protection from both.

Dear brothers and sisters,
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Allah says in Surat Az-Zukhruf:
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" On that Day, the friends will be enemies of one another, except for the God

conscious. My servants, for you there is no fear on this Day, nor will you grieve;
(Being) among those who believed in Our revelations and submitted to Us.”

(Surat Az-Zukhruf, 43:67-69)

Reflect upon this powerful scene. On the Day of Judgment, many friendships will
collapse. Relationships built upon sin, dunya, desires, arrogance, and heedlessness
will turn into hatred and blame. People who encouraged one another toward
disobedience will become enemies.

But there is one friendship that survives death, survives the grave, survives the
terror of the Day of Judgment: the friendship built upon taqwa. The friendship built
upon salah, Qur'an, righteousness, sincerity, and remembrance of Allah. The
righteous will stand together under the mercy of Allah while others flee from one
another.

Then Allah will call them with honor:
" 91;}9 g”
"O My servants..."

What greater honor can there be than Allah calling you His servant on the Day of
Resurrection?

Then comes the greatest reassurance:
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"No fear shall be upon you today, nor shall you grieve." No fear of Hellfire. No

fear of punishment. No fear of the future. No grief over dunya left behind. No
regret over what has passed.

Dear believers,
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Who are these people who receive such security from Allah? The Qur'an answers
repeatedly.

Allah says:
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"Indeed, those who say, 'Our Lord is Allah,' and then remain steadfast, no fear shall
come upon them, nor shall they grieve." (Surat Al-Ahqaf 46:13)

Notice: it is not enough merely to speak. They said: "Our Lord is Allah." Then they
remained steadfast. Steadfastness means remaining firm upon prayer, remaining
firm upon halal, remaining firm against temptations, remaining firm during
hardship, remaining firm when faith becomes difficult, remaining firm until death.

Brothers and sisters,

The world today is filled with fear. People fear poverty, sickness, loneliness,
failure, the future, death itself. And people grieve constantly over lost
opportunities, broken relationships, sins, regrets, and disappointments. But Allah
teaches that iman gives the heart a tranquility that dunya can never provide.

Allah says in Surat Fussilat:
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"Indeed, those who say, 'Our Lord is Allah,' then remain steadfast, the angels

descend upon them saying, 'Do not fear and do not grieve, but receive glad tidings
of Paradise which you were promised." (Surat Fussilat, 41:30)

The scholars mention that this reassurance comes especially at the time of death.
Imagine that moment: when people panic, when souls depart, when families cry,
when worldly means disappear, the angels descend upon the believer saying: "Do
not fear. Do not grieve. Paradise awaits you." Allahu Akbar. What greater success
can there be?

Dear Muslims,
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Allah repeats this promise throughout the Qur'an for different righteous deeds.
Allah says:
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"Whoever follows My guidance shall have no fear nor shall they grieve." (Surat
Al-Baqgarah, 2:38)

And Allah says:
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"Whoever submits himself fully to Allah while doing good shall have his reward

with his Lord; no fear shall come upon them nor shall they grieve." (Surat Al-
Bagarah, 2:112)

And Allah says regarding charity:
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"Those who spend their wealth by night and day, secretly and publicly, shall have
their reward with their Lord. No fear shall come upon them nor shall they grieve."
(Surat Al-Baqarah, 2:274)

And Allah says:
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"Indeed, the allies of Allah shall have no fear nor shall they grieve. Those who
believed and were conscious of Allah." (Surat Yunus, 10:62-63)

Who are the awliya' of Allah? Allah explains:
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"Those who believe and are conscious of Allah." (Surat Yunus, 10:63)
[42Y 5] is not magic. [%Y 5] is not hidden powers. [4¥ 5] is iman and taqwa.
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Second Khutbah
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Dear brothers and sisters,

The Prophet [££] described a special group of people about whom even the
prophets and martyrs would feel admiration on the Day of Judgment.

'Umar ibn Al-Khattab [+ &) ] narrated that the Prophet [£] said, "There are
servants of Allah who are neither prophets nor martyrs, yet the prophets and
martyrs will envy them because of their rank with Allah."

The companions asked, "Who are they, O Messenger of Allah?"

He [££] replied, "They are people who loved one another for the sake of Allah, not
because of family ties or wealth. By Allah, they will have light shown on their
faces, and they will be upon pulpits of light. They will not fear when people fear,
and they will not grieve when people grieve."

Then the Prophet [££] recited,
0538 b V5 il S ¥ 0 aw )
Brothers and sisters,

If we want this promise from Allah, then we must build the qualities that lead to it:
sincere faith, steadfastness, taqwa, righteous deeds, generosity, love for Allah, love
for righteous people, and obedience to Allah and His Messenger [££].

This dunya will always contain fear and sadness. But the believer lives with hope
because Allah has promised a final security that never ends. Every fear will
disappear. Every sadness will end. Every tear will be wiped away. And the people
of Paradise will hear:
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May Allah make us among them. May Allah remove fear from our hearts through
iman. May Allah replace our grief with tranquility and certainty. May Allah make

us among His righteous allies. May Allah gather us with the Prophet [£] and the
righteous in Jannat al-Firdaws.
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8. The Power and Virtues of Du'a
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Dear brothers and sisters,

Du'a' is humility of the heart. It is dependence upon Allah. It is trust in His mercy.
It is recognition of our weakness and His absolute power.

The Prophet [££] said, "Du'a' is worship." Because when a servant raises his hands
to Allah, he is declaring, "O Allah, I need You. I cannot succeed without You. I
have no refuge except You." And Allah [ a3 s 43a2s] honored this act so greatly
that the Prophet [£%£] said, "There is nothing more honorable before Allah than
du'a'."

SubhanAllah. Think about this: Allah, the King of kings, the Lord of the heavens
and the earth, loves that His servant asks Him. Allah does not become tired of our
requests. Allah does not become annoyed by repeated supplications. Rather, Allah
loves persistence in du'a'. That is why Allah says in the Qur'an,
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"Your Lord says: Call upon Me, and I will answer you."
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Then Allah warns:
(60) Cx 13 fea &dins e (2 (33)%%5 (il &

"Those who are too arrogant to worship Me will enter Hell, disgraced.” (Ghafer,
40:60)

Notice, Allah called abandoning du'a’ arrogance. Why? Because the one who does
not ask Allah behaves as though he does not need Allah.

Brothers and sisters,

Every prophet was a person of du'a’

When Prophet Ayyub [a3bdl «ile] was afflicted with illness and hardship for years,
he turned to Allah, Cres) DV A2 &5 %20 Lais 3 "Indeed hardship has touched me,
and You are the Most Merciful of those who show mercy." And Allah responded.

When Yunus [l 4de] was trapped in the darkness of the whale, the sea, and the
night, he cried out, Ol Gy o) <Blasl | ‘21\ 4 ¥ "There is no god except You.
Glory be to You. Indeed, I was among the wrongdoers." Allah rescued him from
distress.

When Zakariyya [ 4:le] longed for a child in old age, he called upon Allah,
(89) G )3l a Gl 3135 98 Y &5 455 36 Y G 8T

"My Lord, leave me not without offspring, You are the best of inheritors." (al-
Aanbiyya, 21:89) And Allah granted him Yahya.

These stories teach us: no situation is hopeless when the door of du'a' remains
open.

Dear brothers and sisters,
Du'a' has conditions and etiquettes.

Among the greatest barriers preventing du'a' from being accepted is consuming
haram.
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The Prophet [31;:%"2] mentioned a man traveling, exhausted, disheveled, raising his
hands to the sky saying, "My Lord, My Lord," yet his food is haram, his drink is
haram, his clothing is haram, and he is nourished with haram. Then the Prophet
[£#] said, "How can his du'a’ be answered?" Therefore, purify your income. Purify
your earnings. Purify your homes.

Among the etiquettes of du'a":

- Sincerity to Allah alone

- Beginning with praise of Allah and Prayer for the Prophet [££]
- Facing the qiblah

- Raising the hands

- Asking with humility and certainty

- Repeating the supplication

- Not becoming impatient

The Prophet [££] said, "The supplication of the servant continues to be answered
so long as he does not ask for sin or severing family ties, and so long as he is not
impatient." They asked, "What is impatience?" He [£%£] said, "He says, ‘I made
du'a' and I made du'a’, but I do not see a response, so he gives up.’"

Brothers and sisters,

Never abandon du'a'. Sometimes Allah answers immediately. Sometimes Allah
delays the answer because the delay itself is a mercy from Him. Sometimes Allah
removes a calamity you never saw. Sometimes Allah stores the reward for the Day
of Judgment. No sincere du'a' is ever lost.

And among the greatest moments for du'a’ are:
- In sujood

- In the last third of the night

- Between adhan and igamah

- While fasting
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- During rain
- While traveling
- On Fridays

The Prophet [£#] said, "The closest a servant is to his Lord is while he is in
prostration, so increase your supplications." So make your sujood alive with du'a’

Do not let your prayer become empty movements without heartfelt conversation
with Allah.

My dear brothers and sisters,

We live in difficult times: anxiety, confusion, family struggles, financial pressure,
illness, war, loneliness. But the believer possesses a weapon that never fails: du'a’
When all doors close, the door of Allah remains open. When people abandon you,
Allah hears you. When the world becomes dark, du'a' becomes light.
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Dear brothers and sisters,

One of the beautiful qualities of the believers is that they turn to Allah in both ease
and hardship. Some people only remember Allah during calamities. But the
righteous remember Allah constantly.

The Prophet [££] said, "Whoever wishes that Allah responds to him during
hardship, let him increase in du'a’ during times of ease."

Brothers and sisters,
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Teach your children du'a'. Make du'a' in your homes. Make du'a' for your parents.
Make du'a' for the Ummah. Make du'a' with certainty and hope.

And use the beautiful comprehensive supplications taught by the Prophet [$£].

Our mother ‘Aishah [l 4l ] said, "The Messenger of Allah [££] loved
concise comprehensive supplications." So ask Allah for goodness in this life and
the next. Ask Allah for guidance, forgiveness, mercy, firmness, sincerity, and
Jannah.
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9. Enjoining Good and Forbidding Evil with Wisdom and Mercy
First Khutbah
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Dear brothers and sisters,

Know that among the greatest responsibilities Allah has placed upon this Ummah
is the responsibility of enjoining what is good and forbidding what is evil. We live
among people. In our homes. In our workplaces. In our masajid. In our schools. In
our communities. And wherever people exist, differences will exist. People differ
in opinions, personalities, cultures, understandings, and approaches. Sometimes we
agree with one another, and sometimes we disagree. Sometimes we express our
disagreement kindly, and sometimes harshly.

But brothers and sisters, diversity among human beings was designed by Allah to
enrich life, not to destroy relationships. The believer is someone who calls to
goodness with wisdom, mercy, and sincerity.
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Allah i s s says:
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"Let there arise from among you a group inviting to all that is good, enjoining what
is right, and forbidding what is wrong. Those are the successful." (Surat Aal-"Tmran
3:104)

And Allah says:
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"You are the best nation brought forth for humanity: you enjoin what is right,
forbid what is wrong, and believe in Allah." (Surat Aal-'ITmran, 3:110)

This duty is not only for scholars or leaders. It is a responsibility shared by the
Ummabh.

Allah says:
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"The believing men and women are protecting guardians of one another; they
enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong." (Surat At-Tawbah, 9:71)

The Prophet £ said, "Whoever among you sees an evil, let him change it with his
hand. If he cannot, then with his tongue. If he cannot, then with his heart, and that
is the weakest of faith."

But dear brothers and sisters, this responsibility has etiquettes. It has conditions. It
has wisdom. It has mercy. Not every disagreement is evil. Not every difference is
misguidance. Not every opinion justifies anger and division.

A person who calls others to goodness must first possess knowledge. Without
knowledge, a person may forbid what is permissible or condemn legitimate
differences among scholars.

The companions themselves sometimes differed in understanding. When the
Prophet ££ told the companions during the expedition of Banu Quraydhah, "None
of you should pray 'Asr except at Banu Quraydhah." Some companions understood
the command literally and delayed the prayer until they reached the grounds of
Banu Quraydhah. Others understood that the intent was to hasten the journey, so
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they prayed on time. When the matter reached the Prophet £, he did not condemn
either group.

This teaches that sincere differences in understanding can exist within Islam.
Therefore, knowledge is essential before speaking in Allah's religion.

Brothers and sisters,

Another condition is sincerity. Many people speak not to guide others, but to
humiliate them. Not to reform, but to win arguments. Not to please Allah, but to
display superiority.

Allah says:

St ) Y ST ol B
"Say: This is my way; I call to Allah upon clear insight." (Surat Yusuf, 12:108)

The caller to Allah must ask himself: Am I calling people to Allah? Or am I calling
people to myself?

Another essential quality is kindness and compassion. The purpose of forbidding
evil is reform, not humiliation. The Prophet £ was gentle even with those who
erred. A Bedouin once urinated in the masjid, and the companions rushed toward
him angrily, but the Prophet £ stopped them and corrected the man with wisdom
and gentleness. Why? Because harshness often closes hearts, while mercy opens
them.

Allah commanded Musa and Harun 2>l Legide to speak gently even to Fir'awn:
GIYgdY &
"Speak to him gently." (Surat Ta-Ha, 20:44)

If gentleness was commanded with Fir'awn, then what about our brothers and
sisters?

Another essential quality is integrity. A person commanding good must strive to
practice what he preaches. People listen more to actions than words.
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Allah warns:
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"Do you command righteousness upon others while forgetting yourselves?" (Surat
Al-Baqarah, 2:44)

This does not mean a sinner cannot advise others. But it means we must also
reform ourselves while enticing others to do good.

And among the greatest qualities needed is wisdom.
Allah says:
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"Call to the way of your Lord with wisdom and fair exhortation, and reason with
them in the best manner." (Surat An-Nahl, 16:125)

Wisdom means knowing what to say, when to say it, how to say it, and whether
saying it will bring benefit or harm. Not every truth must be spoken harshly. Not
every correction must be public. Not every mistake should become a battle.

Brothers and sisters,
The believer calls people to Allah with patience and perseverance.
Allah says:
Gl G ) OBy AL Jae 5 i ) 183 s V8 Bk

“Who is better in speech than one who calls to God, does good deeds, and says, ‘I
am of those who submit to God?””” (Surat Fussilat, 41:33)

Then Allah says:
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" The good deed and the evil deed are not alike. Repel the evil deed with one
which is better, then he between you and him there was enmity (will become) as
though he was a bosom friend." (Surat Fussilat, 41:34)
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And Allah concludes:
| 575 il ) WL, Ly
"No one attains this except those who are perseverant." (Surat Fussilat, 41:35)

Perseverance is necessary because reforming people takes time. Changing hearts
takes time. Guiding others requires mercy, wisdom, and perseverance.
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Dear brothers and sisters,

Today many people confuse enjoining good with anger, harshness, and
argumentation. The goal of Islam is not to win arguments. The goal is to guide
hearts. Sometimes a smile is more effective than criticism. Sometimes a kind
conversation changes a life. Sometimes silence is wiser than speaking.

The Prophet £ transformed the world through character, mercy, patience, and
wisdom. If we wish to revive this obligation properly, then let us begin with
ourselves. Let us forbid evil within our own hearts. Let us correct our own tongues.
Let us remove arrogance from ourselves. Let us embody the goodness we wish to
see in others. And let our homes, masajid, and communities become places where
truth is spoken with mercy, and correction is offered with compassion.
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10. The Disease of Envy (Hasad)
First Khutbah
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Dear brothers and sisters,

Know that among the most dangerous diseases of the heart is the disease of envy,
al-hasad.

Envy is not simply wanting blessings. Envy is to dislike seeing Allah bless another
person. It is to wish that their blessing disappears. It is a fire that burns the heart
before it harms anyone else. Hasad destroys relationships. It destroys brotherhood.
It destroys families and communities. And often, it begins with diseases hidden
deep inside the soul.

Among the greatest causes of envy are arrogance, greed, and hatred.

The first being ever to show envy was Iblis.
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Allah commanded the angels and Iblis to bow to Adam >l 43le but Iblis refused.

Why? Because of arrogance. He said:
“I am better than him.”
His envy came from arrogance. He could not tolerate seeing Adam honored. And

thus, arrogance led to envy, and envy led to disobedience, and disobedience led to
destruction.

Likewise, among the sons of Adam, Qabil envied his brother Habil. His jealousy
consumed him until it drove him to murder.

Brothers and sisters,

Envy blinds the heart. The envious person is objecting to the decree of Allah. Why
did Allah give this person wealth? Why did Allah give him knowledge? Why did
Allah give her success? Why did Allah honor them?

Allah says:
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"Or do they envy people for what Allah has given them from His bounty?" (Surat
An-Nisa, 4:54)

The believer understands: the blessings belong to Allah. Allah distributes His

favors with wisdom. No one can block what Allah gives, and no one can give what
Allah withholds.

Another major cause of envy is greed and covetousness. A person constantly
obsessed with what others possess will never find peace. Allah praises the Ansar of
Madinah because they purified their hearts from greed and envy. Allah says:

Alaliad 2 OIS 5l a1 le G 5705

"They give preference to others over themselves even though they themselves are
in need." (Surat Al-Hashr, 59:9)

Then Allah says:
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"Whoever is protected from the greed of his own soul, those are the successful."
(Surat Al-Hashr, 59:9)

Look at the difference between the believer and the envious person. The believer
says: "May Allah bless my brother and increase him." The envious person says:
"Why does he have what I do not have?" The believer finds joy in the blessings of
others. The envious person feels pain at the success of others.

Brothers and sisters,

Hasad is especially dangerous today because we constantly compare ourselves
with others: their wealth, their homes, their careers, their families, their
appearances, their followers, their lifestyles. Social media has turned many hearts
into hearts of comparison and jealousy.

But the believer remembers: your provision was written before you were born.
Your rizq will never miss you. Someone else's blessing does not reduce yours.

The Prophet £ warned us against envy. He said: "Beware of envy, for envy
consumes good deeds just as fire consumes wood."

And the Prophet £ taught us not only to avoid envying others, but to cleanse our
hearts from hatred and resentment.

Allah praises the believers who came after the companions saying:
PARKIEEUR N S PO AR PO B

"Our Lord, forgive us and our brothers who preceded us in faith, and place not in
our hearts any hatred toward those who believe." (Surat Al-Hashr, 59:10)

This is the heart of the believer: a clean heart, a sincere heart, a heart free from
jealousy and hatred.

Brothers and sisters,

One of the greatest blessings a Muslim can possess is <=l 43, purity of the
heart.
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A person may not pray the most. A person may not fast the most. But he sleeps
every night without hatred toward another Muslim. That is a treasure.

The Prophet £ once pointed to a companion and said: "A man from the people of
Paradise will now enter." The companions later discovered that one of his greatest
deeds was that he never slept while holding hatred or envy toward another Muslim.

Dear brothers and sisters,
If you see someone blessed by Allah, then make du'a’ for them. Say: 41 <L aell

“O Allah, bless him." And ask Allah from His bounty. Do not fight the decree of
Allah in your heart. Purify your heart through gratitude, humility, generosity, du'a’
for others, and remembering the temporary nature of dunya.
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Dear brothers and sisters,

The cure for envy begins with knowing that this dunya is temporary. People may
surpass us in wealth, beauty, status, or worldly success, but the true success is the
success of the Hereafter. The believer competes in righteousness, not in worldly
pride.

Allah says:
"In that let the competitors compete." (Surat Al-Mutaftfifin, 83:26)

Compete in prayer. Compete in charity. Compete in good character. Compete in the
recitation of Qur'an. Compete in pleasing Allah.
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And remember: a heart filled with envy can never truly rest. But a heart content
with Allah's decree lives in peace.
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11. The True Path to Success in Islam
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Dear brothers and sisters in Islam,

Every human being seeks success. Some seek success through wealth. Others seek
it through status, fame, power, or influence. The question is: what is true success?

Allah A5 4ilsws teaches that success is not measured merely by possessions,
titles, or worldly achievements. Real success is what Allah calls 7\l Al-Falah:
success 1in this life and eternal success in the Hereafter.

Allah says:
Osbasdl il 8

"Indeed, the believers have attained true success." (Surat Al-Mu'minun, 23:1)
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Notice, Allah did not say: "Successful are the wealthy," or "successful are the
powerful." Rather, He said: "Successful are the believers." Because success begins
with faith.

1. Faith (Iman): The Foundation of Success

The first and greatest factor of success is strong faith in Allah. To believe in Allah,
His angels, His books, His messengers, the Last Day, and divine decree. Faith
gives direction to life. Without faith, a person may gain the world yet lose himself.

Allah says:
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"By time, indeed mankind is in loss, except those who believe and do righteous
deeds." (Surat Al-'Asr, 103:1-3)

Every human being is in loss except the one who combines faith, righteous action,
truth, and patience. This 1s the Qur'anic formula for success.

2. Prayer: The Connection to Allah
Among the greatest signs of successful believers is prayer.
Allah says:
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"Successful indeed are the believers, those who are humble in their prayers." (Surat
Al-Mu'minun, 23:1-2)

Prayer is a connection between the servant and His Lord. Prayer disciplines the
soul. Prayer protects from sin. Prayer gives peace during hardship. The one who
neglects prayer loses the foundation of spiritual success.

3. Tagwa: God Consciousness

Another essential factor of success is tagwa. Tagwa means to live with awareness
that Allah sees you wherever you are.
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Allah promises:
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"Whoever fears Allah, He will make for him a way out and provide for him from
where he does not expect." (Surat At-Talaq, 65:2-3)

Many people search for success through forbidden means: through dishonesty,
through cheating, through oppression, through compromise of faith. But Allah
teaches: tagwa opens doors that human effort alone cannot open.

4. Good Character

Success in Islam also demands character. The Prophet £ said, "The most beloved
people to me and the closest to me on the Day of Resurrection are those with the
best character."

Good character is success: honesty, humility, mercy, patience, generosity,
forgiveness. The successful Muslim is the one from whose tongue and hands
people are safe. How many homes are destroyed because of bad character? How
many friendships are lost because of arrogance? How many communities suffer
because of harshness? The Prophet £ transformed the world through character
before anything else.

5. Perseverance

Success requires Perseverance. There is no achievement without struggle. No
righteousness without sacrifice.

Allah says:
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"Indeed, Allah is with the perseverant." (Surat Al-Bagarah, 2:153)

Perseverance in worship. Perseverance in avoiding sin. Perseverance during
hardship. Some people want immediate results. But Allah teaches that success is a
journey of perseverance. Even the Prophets struggled. Nuh preached for centuries.
Musa faced tyranny. Muhammad £ suffered rejection and persecution. Yet
through patience came victory.
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6. Seeking Knowledge
The first revelation was: bs\
"Read."

Islam is a religion of knowledge. A successful Muslim seeks beneficial knowledge:
knowledge of faith, knowledge of character, knowledge that benefits humanity.
Ignorance destroys individuals and nations. Knowledge elevates people.

The Prophet £ said: "Whoever follows a path seeking knowledge, Allah will
make easy for him a path to Paradise."

7. Trust in Allah (Tawakkul)

Islam teaches balance: work hard, plan carefully, strive with excellence, then put
your trust in Allah. The Prophet ££ said: "If you put your trust in Allah with true
sincerity, He would provide for you as He provides for the birds: they leave hungry
in the morning and return full."

Note that the birds do not remain in their nests. They go out and strive. Tawakkul is
doing your best and believing that the result is by the will of Allah.

8. Community and Brotherhood

Success is not individualistic. Islam builds successful communities through
cooperation, mercy, mutual support, enjoining good, and helping the needy.

Allah says: 5585 5l Je 1 iyasy
"Cooperate in righteousness and piety." (Surat Al-Ma'idah, 5:2)

A divided Ummah cannot succeed. A selfish society cannot flourish. Real success
comes when we care for one another.

9. Repentance and returning to Allah

No one is perfect. Every son of Adam sins. But the successful are those who
repent.

Allah says: {5308 S & il W s &) ) 15865

"Turn to Allah in repentance, all of you, O believers, so that you may succeed."
(Surat An-Nur, 24:31)
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Repentance is strength. It is humility. It is the road back to Allah.
Brothers and sisters,

True success is faith, worship, good character, sincerity, patience, and meeting
Allah with a sound heart.

May Allah make us among the successful in this life and the Hereafter.
sl ysiall s ad) o g jixiald aS1g ksl ) dsiad 5138 (I8

Second Khutba
Craal dmia g all e g e Lags e 23l g3l 5 ¢ ppallall (o d 2eal)
iy e i 18 0 e i 0 B ke o
Ana s A e g cali s anle Joa aglll [56: 0 5al1] " Gl

The Prophet £ taught that the greatest success is salvation on the Day of
Judgment.

Allah says: 36 3 &2 Jadly 0 o6 7 585 0

"Whoever is saved from the Fire and admitted into Paradise has truly succeeded."
(Surat Aal-'Tmran 3:185)

This dunya is temporary. Our wealth will remain behind. Our status will disappear.
Our bodies will return to dust. But faith and righteous deeds will remain.

So, let us ask ourselves: Are we building our akhirah? Are we improving our
character? Are we sincere with Allah? Are we preparing to meet Him?

Brothers and sisters,

Among the greatest causes of barakah and success are gratitude, honesty, charity,
maintaining family ties, and helping others. And among the greatest causes of
failure are arrogance, oppression, dishonesty, neglecting prayer, and following
desires without guidance.

Let us return to Allah before it is too late.
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12. Adam (PBUH)
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Dear Brothers and Sisters

Among the greatest ways to strengthen our faith and understand our purpose in life
is to study the stories of the Prophets of Allah (SWT). Their stories are not tales of
the past merely for reflection; they are lessons for our lives, guidance for our
struggles, and reminders of our relationship with Allah (SWT).

Today, we reflect upon the story of our father Adam (PBUH) the story of humanity
itself.

Allah (SWT) says:
30 5l (4 (a1 b Jels ) 38D &85 06 )

“And when your Lord said to the angels: Indeed, I am placing upon the earth a
vicegerent.”

Dear brothers and sisters,
Adam’s story is our story.

Allah created Adam (PBUH) for a mission on earth. But before sending him to
earth, Allah (SWT) prepared him, taught him, guided him, warned him, and
showed him the consequences of obedience and disobedience.
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Allah (SWT) placed Adam (PBUH) in Jannah, taught him what was right and
wrong, and gave him the ability to choose. Then came the test.

Allah (SWT) said:
(CanadUall (e K58 8O0 w38 L ¥y s B 138 e DI& T G233 (R 231 g )
3538
“But do not approach this tree, lest you become among the wrongdoers.”
Then Shaytan whispered, deceived, and tempted.
(e S gl
“So Shaytan caused them to slip.”

And here we learn one of the greatest realities of human life:
Human beings are not angels. We are tested. We are weak. We may fall into sin.

But Allah did not leave Adam without hope.
37 5 (a5 I b 47 aile I LR 4 e 31 )

“Then Adam received words from his Lord, and Allah accepted his repentance.
Indeed, He is the Most Accepting of repentance, the Most Merciful.”

This is the story of every believer.

Allah gave us guidance.

Allah gave us intellect.

Allah gave us the ability to distinguish truth from falsehood.

And when we fall short because of human weakness, Allah opened for us the door
of tawbah.

Dear Muslims,
The story of Adam also teaches us the purpose of our creation.
Allah said:
(Rt =201 3 Jels )
We were created to be caretakers and stewards upon the earth.

Khilafah is not merely a title; it is a responsibility.
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It means establishing justice on earth:
« criminal justice,
« social justice,
« economic justice,
« political justice.

It means protecting people from oppression.

It means preserving families and communities.

It means caring for Allah’s creation and maintaining balance in the world Allah
created.

Even animals are part of this trust.
The Prophet alu s 4le &) Jlasaid:
“There is reward in caring for every living creature.”

A Muslim is not careless with Allah’s creation.
A Muslim does not spread corruption.
A Muslim brings mercy, benefit, and goodness wherever he goes.

And when the angels said:
(FL iz 1 S (L Jatd)
“Will You place therein those who spread corruption and shed blood?”
Allah responded:
(O35 s 221 )
“Indeed, I know what you do not know.”
Dear believers,

This is a foundational principle of faith:
Allah knows what we do not know.

How often do we question Allah’s wisdom?
How often do we struggle to accept Allah’s decree?
How often do people obey their desires while resisting Allah’s commands?
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The believer submits because he trusts the knowledge and wisdom of Allah.
Allah knows us better than we know ourselves.
Then Allah honored Adam with knowledge.
(LK sl 23 ey
“And He taught Adam the names of all things.”

Allah gave humanity knowledge and the ability to learn, teach, think, discover, and
build civilization.

This knowledge is a gift from Allah.

No human being owns knowledge independently from Allah.

Every discovery, every invention, every understanding is ultimately from Him
(SWT).

Then Allah commanded the angels:
(O AN Ga IS LS A Galld V1153508 239 1 5040)

“Prostrate to Adam, and they all prostrated except Iblis. He refused, acted
arrogantly, and became among the disbelievers.”

And here lies the danger that destroys people:
Arrogance.

Iblis was not destroyed by lack of knowledge.
He was destroyed by arrogance.

How many people today reject truth not because they do not know it, but because
they are too proud to submit to it?

Dear brothers and sisters,
The struggle between Adam and Shaytan continues until today.

Shaytan still whispers.
He beautifies sin.
He invites people toward arrogance, desires, division, and heedlessness.

But Allah gave us guidance and promised:
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(O3 48 V5 pglle i 3 g1k ) o)
“Whoever follows My guidance shall have no fear, nor shall they grieve.”
ol sl sa ad) o5 il oSTs  adaall ) daind 5138 8 J 8
Second Khutbah
Cnraal dania g all e g e Lags e 23Ul g3l 5 ¢ ppallall (o d 2eal)
Dear Brothers and Sisters
The story of Adam (PBUH) is not only about creation; it is about balance.
Allah says:

|58 (g 51 o b L8 4850136 (Dot ad G Jlualm (50 1530 (I8 ) QI ), 06 )
28 sl (Cpaali Al

Allah (SWT) created Adam (PBUH) from clay — reminding us of our humble
physical origin.

But Allah (SWT) also breathed into him from His soul — reminding us of our
spiritual and noble dimension.

Human beings therefore live between two pulls:
« the pull of the body and desires,
« and the pull of the soul and guidance.

Success belongs to the one who allows the soul to lead and controls the desires
through obedience to Allah.

Dear Muslims,

The story of Adam teaches us:
« We were created for a purpose.
« We are responsible for this earth.
« Knowledge is a trust from Allah.
« Shaytan is our enemy.

« Sin is not the end if followed by repentance.
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« Arrogance destroys.
« Guidance is the path to peace and salvation.

Every one of us will make mistakes.
But the best among us are those who return to Allah (SWT).

Do not despair from Allah’s mercy.
Do not let Shaytan convince you that your sins are too great.
The Lord who forgave Adam (PBUH) is the same Lord we worship today.

Turn to Him sincerely.
Repent to Him often.
Hold firmly to His guidance.

May Allah (SWT) make us among those who listen to the truth and follow it.
May Allah (SWT) purify our hearts from arrogance and heedlessness.

May Allah (SWT) protect us from the whispers of Shaytan.

May Allah (SWT) make us true servants and righteous stewards upon this earth.
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13. Anger
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Dear Brothers and Sisters

Among the destructive diseases of the heart is anger when it escapes the control of
faith, intellect, and taqwa. Anger is like a hidden flame buried beneath ashes. When
provoked, it erupts and burns relationships, destroys families, ruins communities,
and leads people to words and actions they later regret.

The scholars described anger as a flame from the fire that rises within the heart. It
is often ignited by arrogance, pride, wounded ego, and the desire for revenge.

For this reason, Islam gave great attention to disciplining anger and purifying the
soul from its destructive consequences.

A man came to the Prophet alus 4de &l s and said:
“O Messenger of Allah, advise me.”

The Prophet ele ‘\:\h‘— &) Q_A"'a replied: " SRRVl
“Do not become angry.”

The man repeated the request several times, and each time the Prophet 4de &) Jla
alu srepeated: " Culazi Y "

“Do not become angry.”

Dear brothers and sisters,
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The Prophet alu s 4le 4l Lo was not telling the man never to feel angery, for anger
is part of human nature. Rather, he was teaching him not to allow anger to control
him, overpower him, and lead him toward injustice, oppression, and sin.

That is why the Messenger of Allah alu s 43le &) asaid:

“The strong person is not the one who can overpower others physically. The truly
strong person is the one who controls himself when he is angry.”

Real strength is not loudness.
Real strength is not intimidation.
Real strength is not revenge.

Real strength is self-control.

Al-Hasan Al-Basri 4 4es ) said:
“O son of Adam, every time you become angry you leap, and perhaps one day you
will leap into the Hellfire.”

Dear Muslims,
Look at the examples of the righteous predecessors in controlling anger.

A man once insulted Umar ibn Abdul Aziz harshly. Umar remained silent for a
moment and then said:

“You wanted Shaytan to provoke me so that I would use my authority to take
revenge for myself — something I would later regret before Allah.”

And when a man verbally abused Abu Bakr 4ic & ), Abu Bakr replied:
“What you do not know about my faults is greater than what you say.”

SubhanAllah.
Instead of defending his ego, he remembered his shortcomings before Allah.

And when a man insulted Al-Sha‘bi, he replied:
“If what you say is true, then may Allah forgive me. And if what you say is false,
then may Allah forgive you.”
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This 1s the character that Islam builds:
humility,

forbearance,

and control over the ego.

Dear Brothers and Sisters
Not all anger is blameworthy.

The Messenger of Allah alw s 4le &) La did not become angry for worldly matters
or personal insults. But when the sanctities of Allah were violated and truth was
attacked, his face would change with anger for the sake of Allah.

Ali 4ie &) o )said:
“The Messenger of Allah sl s 4le &) Vs was never angered for worldly matters.
His anger was only for the truth.”

Therefore, Islam does not call us to weakness or passiveness. Islam condemns
humiliation and surrender to oppression.

Allah praised the believers saying:

(OusDrey b (e il 13 )
“And those who, when they are wronged, defend themselves.”
There is a balance.

Some people completely lose the ability to become angry. They witness injustice,
corruption, attacks on religion, violations of honor, and oppression — yet they feel
nothing. This weakness 1s blameworthy.

Others go to the opposite extreme. Anger consumes them until they lose reason,
wisdom, mercy, and self-control. Their words become abusive, their actions
destructive, and Shaytan takes control over them.

The balanced believer becomes angry when anger is required for truth and justice,
but restrains anger when patience, forgiveness, and wisdom are needed.

This balance 1s among the greatest signs of maturity and taqwa.

Dear believers,
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Most anger begins with diseases of the heart:
« arrogance,
« showing off,
« love of the worldly life,
« envy,
 pride,
« the desire to dominate others,
« argumentation and constant disputation.
The cure therefore begins before anger erupts — by purifying the heart.

Humility extinguishes arrogance.
Remembering one’s sins extinguishes self-righteousness.
Remembering Allah extinguishes Shaytan’s whispers.

And when anger erupts, the believer remembers Allah and reflects before acting.
He remembers the reward promised to those who restrain anger.
Allah says:

(Coimdal) Eand )y QN (2 Cpilall sy ) (paalal&iy)

“Those who restrain their anger and pardon people — and Allah loves the people
of excellence.”

il a0 gl STy Y paliall ) asiad 13 1 O
Second Khutbah
el dnia g all e g dese L e 23l g3l 5 ¢ ppallall (o d el
Dear brothers and sisters,
Among the greatest acts of worship is controlling anger for the sake of Allah.

Umar ibn Al-Khattab 4= &) o) said:
“The one who fears Allah does not satisfy every anger that rises within him.”
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And Allah commanded His Prophet alu s 4dle &) a;
(Claladl e Gyl canally il Sial 4)
“Show forgiveness, command what is good, and turn away from the ignorant.”

The believer is not dragged by every provocation.
Not every insult deserves a response.
Not every argument deserves engagement.

Sometimes silence is worship.
Sometimes walking away is strength.
Sometimes forgiveness is victory.

Allah also praised the righteous saying:
(Oosiha b ) shamd a3y Gl il s Y1 AU () 5845 0l )

“And those who avoid major sins and indecencies, and when they become angry,
they forgive.”

Dear brothers and sisters,
The scholars mentioned practical steps for controlling anger.
First: seek refuge in Allah from Shaytan.
:Sayea ) Gardl) e dily 3 el
.Because anger is one of Shaytan’s greatest doors

Second:
Change your physical position.

The Prophet alu s 4dde &) La taught us:
If one of you becomes angry while standing, let him sit.
If the anger remains, let him lie down.

Third:
Remain silent.

Many wounds caused by anger come not from actions, but from words that can
never be taken back.
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Fourth:
Make wudu.

The Prophet alu s 4dle 4l s taught that anger comes from fire, and fire is
extinguished with water.

Fifth:
Remember Allah’s power over you.

If you have power over someone today, remember that Allah has greater power
over you.

And remember:
The consequences of a moment of anger may last a lifetime.

Families are destroyed because of uncontrolled anger.

Friendships end because of uncontrolled anger.

Children are traumatized because of uncontrolled anger.

Even acts of violence and murder often begin with a moment of rage.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The believer struggles against his anger because he seeks something greater: the
pleasure of Allah, the purification of the soul, and peace in this life and the next.

May Allah purify our hearts from arrogance and hatred.
May Allah grant us wisdom, patience, and forbearance.
May Allah make us among those who restrain anger and forgive others.
May Allah protect our families and communities from the injustice, abuse, and
division.
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14. The Disease of Arrogance
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, today’s khutbah is about one of the most dangerous
diseases of the heart: arrogance — S,

It is a disease that destroys worship, corrupts character, blinds a person from the
truth, and distances him from Allah =35 4ilsus Arrogance was the first sin
committed in heaven by Iblis, and it became the cause of his eternal curse.

Allah A5 43lsws warns us repeatedly in the Qur’an against arrogance and the
arrogant.

Allah says:

G it pmi1 8 055l i e Doyl

[ will turn away from My signs those who are arrogant upon the earth without*
. right

(146 =il _eY)

And Allah says:

”.Indeed, Allah does not love the arrogant*

(23 :J=illy
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And Allah says:

” Thus does Allah seal every arrogant tyrant’s heart*
(35 :Ae)

And Allah warns about the Hereafter:

”?1s there not in Hell an abode for the arrogant
(60 : V)
Dear brothers and sisters,

The Messenger of Allah £ gave one of the clearest warnings against arrogance.
He said:

“No one who has even the weight of a mustard seed of arrogance in his heart will
enter Paradise.”

A man asked: “What if a person likes his clothes and shoes to look good?” The
Prophet £ replied:

“Allah is Beautiful and loves beauty. Arrogance is rejecting the truth and looking
down upon people.”

(—JA.AA b\})
This hadith gives us the true definition of arrogance.

Arrogance is not wearing nice clothing.
Arrogance is not owning nice things.
Arrogance is two things:

1. Rejecting the truth.
2. Belittling people.

A person becomes so full of himself that he only accepts what agrees with his
desires. If the truth comes from someone poorer than him, younger than him,
weaker than him, or less educated than him, he refuses to accept it.
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And he looks down on people, mocking them, humiliating them, treating them as
inferior.

This 1s why arrogance is both:
« a mindset,
« and a behavior.
Brothers and sisters,
The Qur’an presents Pharaoh as one of the greatest examples of arrogance.
He said:
sHLY &G
I only show you what I see*
(29 :_Ae)
Meaning: truth is only what / approve of.

And he said:

PR PUNPPSERE
.1 know of no god for you other than myself*
(38 :auail))
Arrogance blinded him so completely that he claimed lordship for himself.
Allah also tells us about Qarun, whose wealth made him arrogant:

) Saad o A8
” . He came out before his people in all his splendor*

(79 :uamaill)

Wealth, power, lineage, beauty, knowledge — all of these can become doors to
arrogance if the heart is diseased.

Even knowledge, which should lead to humility, can become a source of pride.

Wahb said:

“Knowledge is like rainwater. It increases the sweetness of sweet trees and the
bitterness of bitter trees.”
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If the heart is humble, knowledge increases humility.
If the heart is arrogant, knowledge increases pride.

And this is why the arrogance of scholars is among the most dangerous forms of
arrogance.

Allah says:
156 Jads jland) e 1 gleds 23 251580 1 514 Gl (B

The example of those who were entrusted with the Torah but failed to uphold it is*

” like a donkey carrying books
(5 :dxaal)

Knowledge without humility becomes a proof against a person.
Dear believers,

What is the root of arrogance?

The root of arrogance is Shaytan.

When Allah commanded Iblis to prostrate to Adam, he said:

Orh (e IRy G (e IS die HA U
”.I am better than him. You created me from fire and created him from clay*

That single sentence destroyed him forever.
Arrogance always begins with “I am better.”

Better than him.
Better than her.
Better than them.

And when this disease enters the heart, it destroys sincerity, relationships, worship,
and eventually faith itself.

&) e
How do we cure arrogance?

The cure begins with knowing ourselves and knowing our Lord.

Allah says:
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Destroyed is man! How ungrateful he is. From what did Allah create him? From a*
”.sperm-drop He created him and proportioned him

(19-17 :0=)

A person who remembers his origin cannot be arrogant.

We began as a drop of fluid.
We carry impurities inside our bodies.
And one day we will return to dust beneath the earth.

How can such a creation be arrogant?

And when a person truly knows Allah — His greatness, majesty, power, and
perfection — he realizes that Pride L _»S) belongs only to Allah (Juad g 4dlas,

The Prophet £ narrated that Allah says:

“Grandeur is My cloak and greatness is My garment. Whoever competes with Me
in them, I will punish him.”

Brothers and sisters,

One of the practical cures for arrogance are acts of worship.
Why did Allah command us to bow and prostrate in prayer?
Because salah crushes arrogance.

The Arabs were proud people. Many of them would never bow their heads to
anyone. Yet Allah commanded them to place their foreheads on the ground five
times a day so they would learn humility before their Lord.

And among the beautiful examples of humility in the Qur’an is Queen Balqis.

When she received the message of Sulayman >l 4le; she did not act arrogantly.
She consulted her people and said:

6 b s S
.0 chiefs, advise me in this matter*

(32 :Jaill)
Humility allows a person to listen, reflect, and accept truth.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
We live in a time that constantly feeds arrogance:

« arrogance of wealth,

« arrogance of education,

« arrogance of social status,

« arrogance of race,

« arrogance of followers and popularity,

« even arrogance in religion.
People compete to display themselves, praise themselves, and belittle others.
The Prophet £ warned us:

“Three things destroy a person: greed that is obeyed, desires that are followed, and
a person’s admiration of himself.”

So let every one of us examine his heart today.

Do I reject advice because of pride?
Do I look down on people?

Do I think I am better than others?

Do I become offended when corrected?

These are signs of arrogance.

And remember: the more humble a servant becomes for Allah, the more Allah
raises him.

The Prophet £ said:
“No one humbles himself for Allah except that Allah raises him.”
a5 e bl 5 Sl (e Ly sl jeda agll
(GBI (a5 aAY 5 gl il L)) agll
A el gial) dlabie (e Llaal aglll
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15. The Disease of Avarice and the Virtue of Charity
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Dear Brothers and Sisters

Today’s khutbah is about one of the most dangerous diseases of the heart — the
disease of avarice: &,

Avarice is a combination of greed, stinginess, and envy.

It is a disease that hardens the heart, weakens brotherhood, destroys families and
societies, and distances a servant from Allah a3 s 43as Tt causes a person to cling
to wealth as though it belongs to him forever, forgetting that wealth is merely a
trust from Allah.

Wealth Is a Trust from Allah
Allah A5 4lassays:

48 (lain e e il 450 )5 Ay 5l
Believe in Allah and His Messenger and spend from that over which He has made*

”.you trustees
(7 :uasl)

Notice, dear brothers and sisters, Allah did not say: “Spend from what you own.”
Rather He said:
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“from that over which He has made you trustees.”

This means that this wealth is not truly ours. It is a trust placed temporarily in our
hands. Allah gave it, Allah tests us through it, and to Allah it shall return.

Some people imagine that wealth guarantees security and honor, but Allah teaches
us that wealth is only a test:

Will it bring us closer to Allah through generosity?

Or will it destroy us through greed and attachment?

The Reality of Avarice
Allah 3 s 43lsws warns us about the danger of &&) — avarice.
Allah says about the Ansar:

Osalaall aa Gl 58 dudh =l (§ 53 aly" dualiad g OIS Sl aguall 1o G 50050

“They give preference to others over themselves even though they are in need. And
whoever is protected from the avarice of his soul — they are the successful.”

(CRSEN)

Success is not merely earning wealth.
Success is being protected from greed.

Allah also says:

3 5 @entls

“Human souls are naturally inclined toward greed.”
(128 :sluaill)

And Allah says:

158 ) IS Gla) Aaid ZRAY 1Y 5 4a8) (IR 6 A0S Al 5 8

“Say: If you possessed the treasures of the mercy of my Lord, you would still
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withhold out of fear of spending. Indeed, man is miserly.”
(100 :¢) s}y

This is the nature of the human being unless Allah purifies the heart.
Brothers and sisters,
There is a difference between stinginess, avarice, and eagerness

« JaJ— stinginess — is refusing to give.

o &4 — avarice — is worse: it is refusing to give while also hating for others
to give or possess wealth.

o uaall— eagerness — can be praiseworthy if directed toward good deeds,
and blameworthy if directed toward endless worldly gain.

The Prophet ££ said:

“Beware of avarice, for avarice destroyed those before you.”

elubﬁ D\}J
And he ££ said:

“Be eager for that which benefits you, seek help from Allah, and do not give up.”

e&mb\})

So eagerness for goodness is praiseworthy, while greed for worldly life without
limits destroys the soul.

Charity Never Decreases Wealth
One of the whispers of Shaytan is fear of poverty.
Allah says:

Shaytan threatens you with poverty and commands you to immorality, while Allah*
” promises you forgiveness and bounty

(268 :3_44)
And the Prophet £ said:
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“Charity does not decrease wealth. Allah only increases a servant in honor through
forgiveness, and no one humbles himself for Allah except that Allah raises him.”

(’;SMA b\}‘)
SubhanAllah.

People think charity reduces wealth, but the Messenger of Allah 2% tells us the
opposite: charity increases the blessings from Allah, protection, tranquility, and
reward.

Allah i s s says:

” Whatever you spend, Allah will replace it*
(39 ;L)

The believer does not see charity as loss.
He sees it as an investment with Allah.

The Great Reward of Charity
Allah A5 4ls says:

252 0 Al 0K b (MGG g Gl B8 8 ) s B 20 sal (i Gl (e
The example of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah is like a seed*
” that grows seven ears, in every ear one hundred grains

(261 :3_ad)
One deed becomes seven hundred.
And Allah says:

Osiad e | 58885 38 Tl )51
. You will never attain righteousness until you spend from that which you love*
(92 :0) e J)

True charity is not giving leftovers.
True charity 1s giving what the heart loves.

The Companions: The Living Examples of Charity
&bl JL_:Q‘
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The companions of the Prophet #£ did not merely hear these verses — they lived
them.

Look at Abu Bakr al-Siddiq 4ic &) o),

During the expedition of Tabuk, he came with all of his wealth. The Prophet £
asked him:

“What did you leave for your family?”

He replied:

“I left for them Allah and His Messenger.”
What certainty. What trust in Allah.

And Umar ibn al-Khattab 4ic 4 ) came with half of his wealth, hoping to
surpass Abu Bakr in goodness, but he realized that sincere hearts cannot be
surpassed through competition alone.

And Uthman ibn Affan 4= & o) equipped the army of hardship with hundreds of
camels and vast wealth, until the Prophet £ said:

“Nothing will harm Uthman after what he has done today.”

And Abd al-Rahman ibn Awf 4 &) o ) was among the wealthiest companions,
yet his heart was never attached to his wealth. He spent caravans in the path of
Allah.

And Abu Talhah 4ic &) o, when he heard the verse:
Gt e i i 54015
he immediately donated his beloved garden for the sake of Allah.

And Aisha e & =y would give charity even while she herself was fasting and
in need, embodying the verse:

Aaliad 2o S 3l 2l IS 0528

These companions understood that wealth is transient, but reward with Allah is
cternal.

¢ Az Lai
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Dear servants of Allah,

We live in a time where people are constantly encouraged to accumulate, consume,
and compete in worldly life. People fear giving, fear losing, fear helping others,
while death approaches every soul.

Remember:

« Your wealth will not accompany you to the grave.

« Your status will not accompany you.

« Your properties and accounts will not accompany you.
Only your deeds will remain.

So purify your hearts from greed.
Teach your children generosity.
Spend before a day comes when spending will no longer benefit.

The Prophet #£ said:
“Protect yourselves from the Fire even with half a date.”
Never belittle any act of charity.

Perhaps a single sincere charity will become the reason Allah forgives us on the
Day we meet Him.
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