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1. Maryam
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Dear brothers and sisters in Islam,

The khutba today is about Lady Maryam, the mother of Prophet Jesus (PBUH).

Training of Maryam

The story of the birth of Maryam and preparing her for her intended mission is
mentioned in Surat Aal-‘Imran:
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“When the wife of 'Imran said, ‘My Lord, I do dedicate what is in my womb
entirely for Your special service. So, accept this of me. You are the All-Hearing, the
Omniscient.” When she was delivered, she said, ‘My Lord, I am delivered of a
female child’ (and God knew best what she brought forth), And the male is not like
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the female. I have named her Mary, and I commend her and her offspring to Your
protection from Satan, the rejected. Her Lord graciously accepted her. He made her
grow in purity and beauty under the care of Zachary. Whenever Zachary went into
the sanctuary where she was, he found her supplied with sustenance. He said,
‘Mary, whence comes this to you?’ She said, ‘From God. God provides sustenance
to whom He pleases without measure.’” (Al-‘Imran 3:35-37)

The wife of ‘Imran’s vow dedicates her unborn child to the service of God’s house,
expecting a son who could serve the temple. The birth of a girl is presented not as a
disappointment but as a divine plan that surpasses her expectation. Zacharias’
(Zakariyya’s) guardianship and the miraculous sustenance Maryam receives
establish her as someone chosen and sustained by God from infancy, preparing the
congregation to understand her later role.

Chosen by Allah
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“And when the angels said, ‘Mary, God has chosen you, purified you, and chosen
you above the women of the world. Mary, worship your Lord devoutly. Prostrate

yourself and bow down with those who bow down in prayer.”” (Al-‘Imran, 3:42—
43)

The double use of “chosen” (istafa) in verse 42 emphasises both her personal
purity and her elevation above all women of her time. The command in verse 43 to
pray and prostrate alongside the congregation connects her spiritual excellence to
communal worship, reminding the congregation that closeness to God is expressed
through consistent, embodied practice.

The Glad Tidings
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“The angels said, ‘Mary, God gives you glad tidings of a Word from Him. His
name will be the Messiah Jesus, son of Mary, held in honour in this world and the
Hereafter and one of those drawn near to God. He shall speak to the people in his
cradle and in maturity. And he shall be of the righteous.” She said, ‘My Lord, how
shall I give birth to a son when no man has touched me?’ He said, ‘So it will be,

God creates what He wills. If He decrees a thing, He says, ‘be and it will be
(Al-‘Imran, 3:45-47)

The announcement names Jesus as “a Word from Him” (kalimah minhu), a title
unique to him in the Qur’an, signifying that his existence originates directly from
God’s creative command. Maryam’s question is not disbelief but a sincere inquiry
into the manner of this miracle. God’s response — “He says Be and it is” — is the
same formula used for the creation of the universe, placing the birth of Jesus within
the broader pattern of divine creative power.

Conception

Surat Maryam
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“And mention Mary in the Book, when she had withdrawn from her people to a
chamber looking east, and she had chosen to go into seclusion from them. Then We
sent to her Our Spirit, and it assumed for her the likeness of a perfect man. She
said, ‘I seek refuge in the Lord of Mercy from you, if you are God conscious.” He
said, ‘I am only a messenger of your Lord, that I may bestow on you a pure son.’
She said, ‘How can I have a son when no mortal has touched me, nor have I been
unchaste?’ He said, ‘So (it will be). Your Lord says, “It is easy for Me. And We
will make him a sign for humankind and a mercy from Us, and this is a matter
which has been ordained.””” (Maryam, 19:16-21)

Maryam’s withdrawal to a “chamber looking east” signals her desire for spiritual
seclusion and privacy. Her instinctive appeal to God’s mercy when a figure appears
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before her demonstrates both her God-consciousness and her caution. The angel’s
identification of himself as a divine messenger, and God’s declaration that the
matter is “easy for Me,” underscores that the miraculous conception is entirely
within God’s authority and has been decreed.

Delivery
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“And she conceived him, and she withdrew with him to a far place. And the pains
of childbirth drove her to the trunk of a palm-tree. She said, ‘I wish I had died
before this, I wish I had been a thing forgotten and out of sight.” But (a voice)
called to her from below saying, ‘Grieve not, for your Lord has made a stream to
flow beneath you; and shake the trunk of the palm-tree toward you; it will drop on
you fresh ripe dates. So, eat and drink and be consoled. And if you meet any
mortal, say, “I have vowed a fast to the Lord of Mercy, and I will not speak this
day to any mortal.””” (Maryam, 19:22-26)

Maryam’s isolation during labour and her wish to have died beforehand convey
genuine human anguish, making her relatable to the congregation. The divine
response 1s immediate and practical: a stream of water, fresh dates for nourishment,
and the instruction to speak through silence. This passage teaches that in moments
of trial God provides not only spiritual comfort but also material means, and that
dignified silence can be a form of worship.

The Proof
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“Then she came to her own people, carrying him. They said, ‘Mary, you have
certainly done an unprecedented thing. Sister of Aaron, your father was not a
wicked man nor was your mother a harlot.” She pointed to him. They said, ‘How
can we talk to a young boy in the cradle?’ He said, ‘I am indeed a servant of God.
He has given me the Scripture and made me a prophet; And He made me blessed
wherever [ may be, and enjoined upon me prayers and almsgiving so long as I
remain alive; (He) made me kind to my mother, and He did not make me rebellious
or miserable; Peace on me the day I was born, and the day I die, and the day I shall
be raised to life.” Such (was) Jesus the son of Mary: (it is) a statement of truth,
about which they (vainly) dispute.” (Maryam 19:27-34)

When Maryam returns to her people, she faces accusation without a word of
defence, trusting entirely in the miracle God has prepared. The infant Jesus speaks
in the cradle, proclaiming his servitude to God and his prophethood, directly
vindicating his mother. This passage affirms that those who trust God completely
will be vindicated by means beyond ordinary human capacity.

Surat Al-Anbiyaa
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“And (remember) her who guarded her chastity, We breathed into her of Our spirit,
and We made her and her son a sign for all peoples.” (Al-Anbiya, 21:91)

The phrase “guarded her chastity” (ahsanat farjaha) highlights Maryam’s moral
steadfastness as the condition that preceded the divine breath. The making of her
and her son a “sign for all peoples” (ayah lil-‘alamin) elevates the story beyond a
personal miracle to a universal lesson about divine power and the capacity of faith.

Surat Al-Ma-mintin
(50) cms JF 35 S Wbl & 4l e ) Uy
“And We made the son of Mary and his mother a sign. We gave them both shelters

on high ground, affording rest and security and furnished with springs.” (Al-
Mu’minun, 23:50)



The reference to shelter on “high ground affording rest and security and furnished
with springs” is understood by many commentators as the safe haven God
provided to Maryam and Jesus after the hostility they faced. It is a reminder that
after hardship God grants refuge and provision.

Surat Al-Tahrim
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“And Mary the daughter of Imran, who guarded her chastity; and We breathed into
her of Our spirit; and she testified to the truth of the words of her Lord and of His
Books and was one of the devout (servants).” (Al-Tahrim, 66:12)

This verse synthesises Maryam’s defining qualities: chastity, receptivity to divine
breath, and confirmation of God’s words and books. Her inclusion among the
“devout” (qanitin — a masculine plural of excellence that includes her) signals that
the highest ranks of devotion are open to both men and women. This verse is often
cited in discussions of Maryam’s prophetic status.
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Second Khutbah
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Dear Brothers and Sisters
Significance of the Story of Mary (PBUH)
There are several lessons that can be gleaned from this story.

1. It is a confirmation of the prophethood of Muhammad (PBUH). Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) had no way of knowing the details mentioned in this
account. It refutes the claim that Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) copied these
stories from the Bible. The details of the story as mentioned in the Qur’an
are different from those mentioned in the Bible. (3:44)



. There is a difference in opinion regarding whether Mary (PBUH) is a
prophet of God or not. Al-Qurtubi is of the opinion that since she received a
revelation from God, she is considered a prophet. (19: 17)

. Although God is capable of providing for His servants with no effort on their
part (3:37), it is God’s law that people should earn a living. Even if the effort
they spend in earning their living is symbolic (19: 25)

. The verses emphasize that Mary (PBUH) is a human being that was chosen
by God to demonstrate God’s power and miracles (5: 17, 5: 75)

. One of the signs of the strength of Mary’s (PBUH) faith in God, is that she
never asked for a sign to confirm the angel’s message that she will have a
baby while she is still a virgin. She simply accepted the news as a decree
from God.
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2. Volunteering
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The khutba today will be insha Allah on volunteering.

Volunteering is one of the fundamental requirements in all communities. Without
volunteering many essential things will be absent in the lives of people. Islam
commands us to volunteer in serving people within our extended family, in our
neighborhood, in our community and in the community at large. Allah SWT, says
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“Believers, bow down and prostrate yourselves, and worship your Lord, and do
good, that haply you may succeed.” (al-Hajj, 22: 77)

Ibn ‘Abbas said the “good” includes joining the kin and all elements of ethical
behavior.

Doing good is divided into two categories: serving God and practicing Thsan with
the creation of God. The latter includes charity and speaking nicely to people.
There are many traditions of the Prophet (PBUH) about what is doing good means
in the verse we mentioned.



Jabir bin *Abdullah (RA) narrated that the Messenger of Allah (#) said:
“Every act of goodness is (considered as) Sadaqah.” Related by Al-Bukhari.

Jabir reported that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace,
said, "Every act of kindness 1s sadaqa. Part of kindness is that you meet your brother
with a cheerful face and you pour some of your bucket into his bucket.”
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Ibn 'Umar (May Allah be pleased with them) reported:

Messenger of Allah (%) said, "A Muslim is a brother of another Muslim. So, he
should not oppress him nor should he hand him over to (his satan or to his self which
is inclined to evil). Whoever fulfills the needs of his brother, Allah will fulfill his
needs; whoever removes the troubles of his brother, Allah will remove one of his
troubles on the Day of Resurrection; and whoever covers up the fault of a Muslim,
Allah  will cover up his fault on the Day of Resurrection".

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].
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Criteria for Volunteer work

1. The sincere intention that the work is done for the sake of Allah.
2. Skill

3. Commitment

4. One should not expect a reward for this work except from Allah.
5. The work should be beneficial to others.

Benefits of Volunteering in this Life

Researchers have been studying the effect of volunteering on volunteers. They
developed what is called, “social integration theory,” or “role theory.” This theory
holds that an individual’s social connections, typically measured by the number of

social roles that the individual has, can provide meaning and purpose to his/her life.

Research findings consistently show a significant relationship between volunteering
and good health, greater longevity, higher levels of happiness, higher functional
ability, and lower rates of depression.

¢ Volunteering has positive effect on one’s sense of purpose and having a sense
of purpose is correlated with good physical health.

¢ Older volunteers are most likely to receive greater benefits from volunteering.

¢ A study found a positive correlation between volunteering and lower levels of
depression.

* Those individuals suffering from chronic pain experienced declines in their
pain intensity and decreased levels of disability and depression when they
began to volunteer.
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A study found that older adults participating in community service have more
life satisfaction than those who continued to work for pay.

Individuals who volunteered after their heart attack reported reductions in
despair and depression.

Mental Health Benefits

Reduced stress and anxiety: Helping others triggers the release of oxytocin
and endorphins, lowering stress hormones (like cortisol).

Lower risk of depression: Social connectedness and a sense of purpose
protect against loneliness and depressive symptoms.

Increased life satisfaction: Volunteering enhances self-worth and meaning in
life, contributing to overall happiness.

Physical Health Benefits

Lower blood pressure and heart disease risk: Some studies show that older
adults who volunteer regularly have better cardiovascular health.

Improved immune system: Acts of kindness are linked to reduced
inflammation and stronger immunity.

Longevity: Long-term volunteers have a lower risk of mortality compared to
non-volunteers (especially if volunteering is motivated by altruism rather
than obligation).

Cognitive Health

Slowed cognitive decline: For older adults, engaging in social and mentally
stimulating volunteering activities can help maintain memory and executive
function.

Greater resilience: Volunteering supports brain health by reducing social
i1solation, which is a known risk factor for dementia.

Researchers have been studying the effect of volunteering on volunteers. They

developed what is called, “social integration theory,” or “role theory.” This theory
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holds that an individual’s social connections, typically measured by the number of

social roles that the individual has, can provide meaning and purpose to his/her life.

Research findings consistently show a significant relationship between volunteering

and good health, greater longevity, higher levels of happiness, higher functional

ability, and lower rates of depression.

A study found that older adults participating in community service have more
life satisfaction than those who continued to work for pay.

A study found a positive correlation between volunteering and lower levels of
depression.

Those individuals suffering from chronic pain experienced declines in their
pain intensity and decreased levels of disability and depression when they
began to volunteer.

Individuals who volunteered after their heart attack reported reductions in
despair and depression.

Older volunteers are most likely to receive greater benefits from volunteering.
Volunteering has positive effect on one’s sense of purpose and having a sense
of purpose is correlated with good physical health.
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Community Role

Encouraging those who want to volunteer: It is incumbent on Mosques’
leadership to provide opportunities for the members of the community to
engage in serving the community through volunteer work. The Imams must
encourage the young people to participate in Mosque’s activities and should
provide training programs for them.
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® Succession planning: We need to understand that human life is limited but the
community should continue to thrive. Succession planning is the only way
that our communities continue to thrive, however, we don’t speak, think, and
engage in it very much. This is an important issue which we should work very
hard to develop methods to apply in our communities.
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3.Purification of the Soul
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Our topic today is about the purification of the self

I would not be exaggerating if | say that purification of the self is the essence of
Islam. Prophet Ibrahim (PBUH) made the duaa (supplication) to Allah (SWT)
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Our Lord and raise up in their midst a messenger from among them who shall
recite to them Your revelations, and shall instruct them in the Scripture and in
wisdom and purify them. Verily, You are the Eminent, the Wise.”

So, purification of the self is a long topic and its application spans the whole life of
the Muslim. It is not something that we do once and then stop.

It is solidly based on Tawhid. For the purification process to be effective one has to
understand and commit to tawhid.

This can be understood if we understand the meaning of the hadith
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"The messenger of Allah [SWT] said: 'There are three things, whoever attains them
will find therein the sweetness of faith: When Allah [SWT], the Mighty and
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Sublime, and His Messenger [SAW] are dearer to him than all else; when he loves
for the sake of Allah [SWT] and hates for the sake of Allah [SWT]; and when a
huge fire be lit and he fall into it, than associate anything with Allah [SWT]."

What is “purification”?

It is a comprehensive process for the cleansing of the soul of the actions, utterings,
and states which are deemed undesirable by Allah and implementing a system of
actions, utterings, and states which are recommended by Islam and deemed
desirable by Allah and His Messenger.

Purification is cleansing then Acquiring
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“Take from their wealth a charity, wherewith you may cleanse and purify them,
and pray for them. Your prayer will be a source of comfort for them; God is All-
Hearing, Omniscient.” (Al-Tawba, 9:103)

Means for Cleansing

1. Intention
2. Sincerity
3. Knowing oneself: what are the things that need to be removed. What kind of

soul one has: Secure, content, blaming, commanding?
(28) Hum’ya Lzl 5 o) ) 2t (27) il Sl G

Means of Acquiring

1. Quran is the source of purification
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“God did confer a great favour on the believers when He sent to them a messenger
from among themselves, who recites to them God’s revelations, purifies them, and
teaches them the Book and the Wisdom, while, before that, they had been in
manifest error.” (Al-Imran, 3:164)
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2. The Prophet is the role model
(21) 1588 0 &35 A Al A A 8 e i 35l A Jsy 3 K1 R

“You have indeed an excellent example in the Messenger of God for any who
hopes for (the meeting of) God and the Last Day and remembers God much.” (Al-
Ahzab, 33:21)

3. Duaa (supplication)
SRR EEESY RS P (S A T B SES 5 U JUAS
Abu Hurairah (RAA) narrated that the Messenger of Allah (££) said:

“Nothing is more honorable before Allah than supplication.” Related by At-Tirmidhi
with a full chain of narrators. Ibn Hibban and Al-Hakim graded it as Sahih.
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Zaid bin Argam (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:

[O Allah! I seek refuge in You from the inability (to do good), indolence, cowardice,
miserliness, decrepitude and torment of the grave. O Allah! Grant me the sense of
piety and purify my soul as You are the Best to purify it. You are its Guardian and its
Protecting Friend. O Allah! I seek refuge in You from the knowledge which is not
beneficial, and from a heart which does not fear (You), and from desire which is not
satisfied, and from prayer which is not answered]."

Lo s JU g sha il o 5y M) 83 e ey bl I Y"1 4 Gl o

'Abdullah bin Bishr (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:

One of the Companions said, "O Messenger of Allah. There are many injunctions of
Islam for me. So tell me something to which I may hold fast." He said, "Keep your
tongue wet with the remembrance of Allah."
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4. Avoiding things which may lead the person astray

.....
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“Tell the believing men to lower their gaze and guard their chastity. That is purer
for them. God is aware of what they do.” (Al-Nur, 24:30)
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An-Numan bin Bashir narrated that the Messenger of Allah (S) said:

"The lawful is clear and the unlawful is clear, and between that are matters that are
doubtful (not clear); many of the people do not know whether it is lawful or
unlawful. So whoever leaves it to protect his religion and his honor, then he will be
safe, and whoever falls into something from them, then he soon will have fallen into
the unlawful. Just like if someone grazes (his animals) around a sanctuary, he would
soon wind up in it. Indeed, for every king is a sanctuary (pasture), and indeed Allah's
sanctuary is what He made unlawful."

5. Holding oneself accountable
(18) &sbas Loy k) &) 0 158075 a0 Gl G Gl Bl 801,40 5l @l

“Believers, be conscious of God and let every soul look to what it has put forth for
tomorrow. And remain conscious of God. God is Totally-Aware of what you do.”
(Al-Hashr, 59:18)
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Shaddad bin Aus (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:

The Prophet (££) said, "A wise man is the one who calls himself to account (and
refrains from doing evil deeds) and does noble deeds to benefit him after death; and
the foolish person is the one who subdues himself to his temptations and desires and
seeks from Allah the fulfillment of his vain desires".

6. Choice of Good companions
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“And persevere with those who call on their Lord morning and evening, seeking
His Face; and let not your eyes pass beyond them, seeking the pomp and glitter of
this Life; nor obey any whose heart We have made heedless of Our remembrance,
who follows his own whim and whose affair is ever in neglect.” (Al-Kahf, 18:28)
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Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:

I heard the Prophet (££) saying, "The similitude of good company and that of bad
company is that of the owner of musk and of the one blowing the bellows. The owner
of musk would either offer you some free of charge, or you would buy it from him,
or you smell its pleasant fragrance; and as for the one who blows the bellows (i.e.,
the blacksmith), he either burns your clothes or you smell a repugnant smell".

7. Avoiding arrogance
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I shall turn away from My revelations those who, without any right, behave arrogantly on
the earth; and if they see every sign they do not believe in it, and if they see the way of
righteousness they do not choose it as their way; and if they see the way of falsehood they
choose it as their way. That is because they denied Our revelations and they were heedless
thereof. Al-Araf
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This month is the Arabic month of Rajab. One of the important events that mark
the Prophethood of Prophet Muhammad PBUH is the incidence of Israa and
Miiraj.

Israa: is the trip from the holy Mosque in Mecca to the holy Mosque in Al-Quds,
Al Agsa mosque. Prophet Muhammad PBUH visited Al Aqsa mosque and prayed
there with the rest of the prophets.

Miiraj: is the ascension to the heavens. The angel Gibreel took Prophet
Muhammad PBUH through the different heavens where he was well received by
the different prophets: Adam, Ibrahim, Musa and Isaa and all the others. PBUT
Israa has been explicitly documented in Quran. Allah SWT says in Surat Al Israa:

“Glorified be He who carried His servant by night from the Sacred Mosque to the
far distant Mosque whose neighbourhood We have blessed, that We might show
him of Our signs. Indeed, He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.” [Al-Israa, 17:1)
So, Muslims believe without a shred of doubt that the Prophet took this trip in

body and soul.

1. Glorifying Allah is said for this that human cannot comprehend or explain.
Things which are out of the ordinary, a miracle and this is a miracle.

2. The Prophet was rewarded by this miracle for being a perfect servant of
Allah.
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The Prophet (££) used to offer night prayers till his feet became swollen.
Somebody said to him, "Allah has forgiven you, your faults of the past and
those to follow." On that, he said, "Shouldn't I be a thankful slave of Allah?"

3. This shows us that the way to come closer to Allah is to emulate the Prophet
in his submission.

4. Praying Imam in the Farthest Mosque
This affirms the Oneness and continuity of the prophetic Message, with

Prophet Muhammad PBUH completing and sealing it.
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Allah's Messenger (££) said, "My similitude in comparison with the other prophets
before me, is that of a man who has built a house nicely and beautifully, except for
a place of one brick in a corner. The people go about it and wonder at its beauty,
but say: 'Would that this brick be put in its place!' So I am that brick, and I am the
last of the Prophets."
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Miiraj: was referred to in Quran in Surat Al Najm, “The heart did not lie about
what it saw. Will you then dispute with him concerning what he saw? For indeed
he saw him at another descent, Near the Lote-tree beyond which none may pass.
Near it is the Garden of Abode. As there covered the Lote-tree what covered it.

(His) sight never swerved, nor did it exceed the limit. Certainly, he saw of the
greatest signs of his Lord.” [al-Najm, 53:13-18]
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The heart did not lie about what it saw and the sight never swerved nor did it
exceed the limit.

The Importance of Prayer.
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Lessons from Israa and Miiraj
The journey of Israa and Miiraj carries deep lessons for every Muslim. The most
important gift that came out of this miraculous night was the commandment of
the five daily prayers. Prayer was not sent down through an angel the way other
commandments were. It was given directly to the Prophet PBUH when he was in
the highest presence of Allah SWT. This tells us how central prayer is to our faith
and our relationship with Allah.
The journey also strengthens our belief in the unseen. Muslims take it on faith
that this happened, just as the Companions of the Prophet did. When the Quraysh
mocked the Prophet PBUH and said this was impossible, Abu Bakr (RAA) said
without hesitation: if the Prophet said it, I believe it. This is the quality of true
faith.
Finally, the event of Israa and Miiraj took place during one of the hardest years of
the Prophet’s life, the Year of Grief, when he lost both his wife Khadijah (RAA)
and his uncle Abu Talib. Allah SWT honored His servant and strengthened him
with this journey at the moment he needed it most. For us, there is a reminder in
this: hardship does not mean Allah has abandoned us. Often it is in our most
difficult moments that His mercy and care are closest.
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5.Worship in Islam
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We praise the Lord of the worlds and we pray that He bestows his blessings and
peace on the most honored messenger: our Master Mohammed ibn Abdullah.
Praise be to our Lord, we seek His support, His guidance, and His forgiveness. We
seek refuge with Him from our sinful hearts and evil deeds.

Whomsoever God guides is truly guided and whomsoever Allah will leave to go
astray will never have guidance.

I bear witness that there is no deity but God. God is one, He has no partners. He
sent His prophet with the true religion that he may proclaim it over all religions
even though those who associate partners with God will hate it.

I bear witness that Mohammed is the servant and messenger of God. He fulfilled
the trust and delivered the message and guided the Muslim nation. May God have
His blessings and peace on him and his companions and those who follow them till
the Day of Judgment. Quran is the word of God, it is the ultimate truth and the
guidance revealed to His prophet is the best guidance.

I urge myself and you to become more conscious of God in all what we do. God

says in the Quran;
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“You who believe! Be conscious of your Lord as His due, and die not except in a

state of Islam.”(3:102)
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“I have created jinn and humans only to worship me.” (51:56).
If we are created to worship God, then this must be a tremendous task. It must be a
task that keeps us occupied as long as we live, because the Quran says:

(99) Sebdll Al i G55 el
“And serve your Lord until what is certain comes to you.” (Al-Hijr, 15:99)
It was said that “what is certain” means death. So, we have to worship God until

we die. So, we need to understand the meaning of worship in Islam in order that

we fulfill the object of our creation. What is the meaning of worship in Islam?

‘Ibadah in Islam has a wider meaning. ‘ibadah encompasses the religion (deen) and
deen is the way of life. So, ‘ibadah comprises all aspects of human activities:
thought, sayings, and deeds.

Ibn al-Qayyim said “We worship God with the heart, with the tongue, and with the
senses. The heart thinks, the tongue says, and senses act.”

‘ibadah is comprised of all activities that Allah loves and accepts.

It includes rituals, like praying and fasting. It includes being honest in conducting
business, fulfilling promises, looking after the weak and the vulnerable, being kind
to the orphan and the poor, being truthful and trustworthy. It includes enjoining

what is good and forbidding what is evil. It includes Jihad. It even includes having
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intimate relationship with one’s spouse. It includes taking care of the family. It

includes raising children to be good human beings.

Abi Zar (RAA) said, “I asked the Messenger of God what saves a person from hell
fire?”” He said, “The faith in God.” I said, “Messenger of God is there room for
something to be done after having faith?” He said, “to give from what God has
given you.” I said, “Prophet of God! What if the person is poor and has nothing to
give?” He said, “He enjoins what is good and forbids what is evil.” I said, “what if
he cannot enjoin what is good and forbids what is evil?” He said, “He can help
teach someone to learn a vocation.” I said, “What if he cannot do that?”” He said,
“He can help someone who has suffered injustice.” I said, “What if he is weak and
cannot help remove this injustice.” He said, “He can abstain from hurting people.”
I said, “Messenger of God: would he be admitted to paradise if he does this?”” He
said, “Any believer endeavor to perform one of these acts, will be admitted to

paradise.”

‘ibada 1s then a way to be continuously in connection with God. This feeling of
being in continuous contact with God provides security and peace. It provides a
control over one’s actions and deeds. It provides protection of any temptation
posed by Satan or oneself.

It has been reported that the Prophet (PBUH) said, “Faith is comprised of seventy-
three or seventy-six components. The highest in rank is to bear witness that there is
no deity but God and the lowest in rank is to remove an obstacle from the road so
that people can pass safely.”

For any act of obedience to become ‘ibadah it has to fulfill certain conditions:

1. The first condition is that the 1s that the act has to be halal.
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2. Second is to Love God. According to Imam Ibn Taymiyyah, worship is to
obey God while one’s heart is full with an extreme love of God. He said,

“Worship is the combination of extreme humility and extreme love of God.”
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“Yet there are people who take others besides Allah, as rivals to Him. They love
them as they should love Allah. But the believers have greater love for Allah. If
only the unrighteous could see, behold, they would see the penalty: that to Allah
belongs all power, and Allah will strongly enforce the penalty.” (al-Baqgarah, 2:
165)

This has been detailed in another verse.
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“Say: If it be that your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your mates, or your

— |

kindred; the wealth that you have gained; the commerce in which you fear a
decline: or the dwellings in which you delight - are dearer to you than Allah, or His
Messenger, or the striving in His cause; - then wait until Allah brings about His

decision: and Allah guides not the rebellious.” (al-Tawbah, 9:24)
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3. The third condition is that ‘ibadah has to be done for the sake of pleasing
God.
God also says:
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“And they have been commanded no more than this: To worship Allah, offering
Him sincere devotion, being true (in faith); to establish regular prayer; and to
practise regular charity; and that is the Religion Right and Straight.” (al-Bayinah,
98:5).

4. The fourth condition: is to devote our ‘ibadah to Allah alone.
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“Those to whom We have given the Book rejoice at what has been revealed to you:
but there are among the clans those who reject a part thereof. Say, [ am
commanded to worship Allah, and not to join partners with Him. Unto Him do I
call, and unto Him is my return.’"(al-Ra’ad, 13:36)
It is then clear, that worship in Islam means:

1. To obey God in all what He decreed. Obedience means one should follow

God’s law to do what is lawful and to abstain from what is prohibited.

2. To love God and His messenger more than anything else.

28



3. To practice this obedience with the pure intention that it is done only to seek
the pleasure of God.
4. To make ‘ibadah for Allah alone.
The knowledge of what is lawful and what is prohibited has been propagated to us
by God’s messengers. Worship encompasses all aspects of religion and since
religion is a way of life, then worship is also a way of life. It includes all aspects of
Muslim’s life provided that the three elements mentioned above are satisfied.
The scholars posed the question: which ‘ibada is the best?
Ibn al-Qayyim answers by saying that the best ‘ibada is to seek the pleasure of God
at all times and 1in all circumstances. What he meant is that one has to seek the
pleasure of God in all what we do or say. We should do what the circumstance
requires: whether it is rituals to be performed, working to earn a living, looking
after our families, or helping those in need.
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Benefits of ‘Ibadah

1. Enhances the spirituality
2. “Ibadah is a trust

“We did indeed offer the Trust to the heavens and the earth and the
mountains; but they refused to undertake it, being afraid thereof; but
humankind undertook it; he was indeed unjust and ignorant.” (al-Ahzab: 72)
3. ‘Ibadah moves the human being from the sphere of conceit to the sphere of
happiness, and from the worry about people to the presence of the Truth.
4. Slavery to Allah is the gate to true freedom.
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Ibn Taymiyyah says that the word “deen,” means to obey and serve Allah.
However, serving Allah should be done on the basis of loving Allah.
‘ibada is then a way to be continuously in connection with God. This feeling of
being in continuous contact with God provides security and peace. It provides a
control over one’s actions and deeds. It provides protection of any temptation
posed by Satan or oneself.
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6.The Successful
The First Khutba
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All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. We praise Him, seek His help,
and seek His forgiveness. We ask Him for guidance, mercy, and steadfastness. We
send peace and blessings upon our Prophet Muhammad 2%, his family,
companions, and all who follow their path until the Day of Judgment.

We bear witness that there is no god but Him, and we bear witness that He sent His
Prophet and Messenger Muhammad (PBUH) to deliver the message and to guide
the whole world to the straight path. We bear witness that Muhammed (PBUH)
delivered the message and fulfilled the trust. We ask Allah to grant Prophet
Muhammed (PBUH) peace and blessings.

Dear brothers and sisters,

Every human being seeks success—in work, family, studies, wealth, health, and
every part of life. But Allah 8= tells us that true success is not defined by worldly
achievements alone, nor by material gain, nor by status in the eyes of people.

Allah &= says at the beginning of Strat al-Mu’mintn:
bl o 8

“Indeed, the believers have succeeded.” (al-Mu’miniin, 23:1)
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Success—real success—begins with faith and obedience to Allah. Then Allah lists
the qualities of those He Himself calls successful. From these qualities, we learn
how to build a life that is blessed in this world and saved in the Hereafter.

1. They have Khushu’ in their prayers
O sadld 2eDlia 8 2h (dl
Those who are humble and focused in their prayer.

Success begins with prayer not rushed, not distracted, but calm, meaningful, and
consistent. Your relationship with Allah determines the rest of your life.

2. They avoid useless speech and actions
Oy e Sl 08 2 Gl

They stay away from gossip, argumentation, vulgarity, and anything that wastes
time. They protect their ears, their eyes, and their tongues.

3. They give charity regularly
Ol sl&50 26 Gl

They purify their wealth and their hearts. They feel responsible for the poor, the
struggling, the community.

4. They guard their chastity and honor

GsBila 2o 523 2 Gl

They protect their moral purity, their relationships, and their families.

5. They protect their trusts and keep their promises

G0 ke s p0EY 3 (Al

Success requires integrity, being trustworthy with your work, your words, your
responsibilities.

6. They safeguard their prayers
bRl 23l e 2 Gl
They don’t miss prayers, delay them, or treat them lightly.
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And what is the reward?

O3 5 &l ,

OAE e 24 Gutiall (3 ol

The inheritors of Paradise — al-Firdaws, the highest level of Jannah.

This is the success that truly matters.

7. They maintain their God consciousness

2
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8. They Strive hard for the sake of Allah
(s5La) (35) &5 a0al alte 3 ) Shala s Al il 1 58505 01 0 S 0 G
9. Obeying the Law
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(Ls) (51)
10. Generosity
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11. Being grateful to Allah
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Second Khutbah
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Dear brothers and sisters

Every change must be done through a plan. If we want to become one of the
successful, we must have a plan. Such plan should have the following steps:

Plan

¢ [ntention
e Setting Goals
¢ Knowing One’s Strength
* Recognizing the means
® Preparing A Schedule
* Performing the actions in the plan.
¢ Putting our trust in Allah.
e Reviewing the change
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7.Love for the Sake of Allah
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The benefits of loving for the sake of Allah

1. Admission to paradise
i 55 Y ) sia i im il |5 Y oy usl g 51 by dile il hom il Jgme; J8
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'Abdullah ibn 'Amr reported that the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him
peace, said, "Anyone who has love for his brother in Allah and for Allah should say,
'T love you for Allah,' and they will both enter the Garden. The one who has love for
someone in Allah has a degree over the one he loves because of his love."

2. Protected Under the Shade of Allah
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On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him), who said that
the Messenger of Allah (2£) said, “Allah will say on the Day of Resurrection: Where
are those who love one another through My glory? Today I shall give them shade in
My shade, it being a day when there is no shade but My shade.”

3. Security from the greatest horror.
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It was reported the Prophet (££) as saying, “There are people from the servants of
Allah who are neither prophets nor martyrs; the prophets and martyrs will envy them
on the Day of Resurrection for their rank from Allah, the Most High.

They (the people) asked: Tell us, Messenger of Allah, who are they? He replied:
They are people who love one another for the spirit of Allah (i.e. the Qur'an), without
having any mutual kinship and giving property to one. I swear by Allah, their faces
will glow and they will be (sitting) in (pulpits of) light. They will have no fear (on
the Day) when the people will have fear, and they will not grieve when the people
will grieve.”

He then recited the following Qur'anic verse: "Behold! Verily for the friends of
Allah there is no fear, nor shall they grieve."

Reported by Abu Dawud
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4. Tasting the Sweetness of faith
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It was narrated that Anas bin Malik said, “The messenger of Allah [SAW] said:
"There are three things, whoever attains them will find therein the sweetness of faith:
When Allah [SWT], the Mighty and Sublime, and His Messenger [SAW] are dearer
to him than all else; when he loves for the sake of Allah [SWT] and hates for the
sake of Allah [SWT]; and when a huge fire be lit and he fall into it, than associate
anything with Allah [SWT]."

5. Winning the Love of Allah
@uu\;mﬂ@mud;)éhqjd‘)u&\ d\ﬂ" d)melujdsau\émm d}.u‘)k_\w‘_;:\ﬂ
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I heard the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, say,
"Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, said, 'My love is obliged for those who love each
other in Me, and those who sit with each other in Me, and those who visit each

rn

other in Me, and those who give to each other generously in Me.

6. Perfection of Faith
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Sahl bin Mu'adh[bin Anas] Al-Juhni narrated from his father that the Prophet
(PBUH) said, "Whoever gives for the sake of Allah, withholds for the sake of Allah,
loves for the sake of Allah, hates for the sake of Allah, and marries for the sake of
Allah, he has indeed perfected his faith."
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The Prophet (££) said, “If anyone loves for Allah's sake, hates for Allah's sake, gives
for Allah's sake and withholds for Allah's sake, he will have perfect faith.”

7. Those who love each are with each other on the Day of Judgment
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8. Admission to paradise
(al-Zukruf: 67- 73)
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Second Khutbah
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8.Gratitude
e Db i) s0gy (pe clillae] il (o s Ll 5 g 0 (pe 1l 3 g2 g oyt g Abualiosd g odand 4l aall
s 1 ena Wit g U O gl 5 ¢ ad ey 38 Y san g il W1 A Y o 2l 5 cal (5ala Slé Jliay (a5 4l
O A 6 8 15 4l e o selad Gl o 455 alusf 4l
BAY) 5 Lall L aland) ke o 88 Al (5 gy ol g aSua
st g el 1 &) G010 a8 e Gl B G S8 15l ol G G S e e U s
(18: x5l
(102:0) e ) &y salive 5075 ) G5 ¥y 4018 52 01580 1580 0l @ G0 s
SR g (e (5 a3 lia il ) a2 g ccanding Y G (e 48355 L yde 4l Jasoy A1) (B (30 g
Le (palla
s OG5 (iBats 581 535 (i 2534 53 ) R Gl LS Candl Gadl 36 Al

Today I would like to share with you a few words about expressing gratitude to
Allah (SWT). I will highlight the significance of gratitude, then discuss the reward
for gratitude in this life and in the hereafter and finally explore the ways of
expressing gratitude to Allah.

Definition of Gratitude:

Knowledge: recognizing the blessings of God

Condition: feeling happy for the blessing of God

Deeds: using the blessings to seek the pleasure of God.

Gratitude should be exercised by the Heart, the Tongue and the Senses.
Heart: one should intend the best for everyone.

Tongue: one should make dhikr

Senses: use the senses in attaining the pleasure of God

The Quran tells us that gratitude is the objective of the creation of human beings.
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Gratitude is the objective of creation
(78) 32455 280 33, a2 Jesy U ol ¥ il 0 e 040

“It is God who brought you forth from the wombs of your mothers when you knew
nothing; and He gave you hearing and sight and hearts, that you may give thanks
(to God).” (al-Nahl, 16: 78)

God’s gift of hearing, sight, and heart is purposeful. The verse implies that
gratitude is woven into the very design of human faculties.

Gratitude is a component of Iman and it is the opposite of Kufr

(3) 1558 1l 1 812 ) sl 2tss
“We showed him the Way: he chooses to be grateful or rejects faith.” (al-Insan,
76:3)

This verse presents gratitude and ingratitude as a fork in the road of human will.
The word ‘kufur’ (ingratitude/disbelief) shares a root with ‘kuft.’

(7) 50 e & 08 5y i 2R 5 5 (36

“And when your Lord proclaimed, ‘If you give thanks, I will give you more; but if
you are thankless, My torment is dire.”” (Ibrahim, 14:7)

The divine promise here is unconditional and open-ended: more of what? The
classical commentators (Ibn Kathir, al-Tabari) note it encompasses provision, faith,
and wellbeing in this life and the next.

Shaitan realized the relationship between gratitude and kufr, he said,

L e ] G SUS 2RI Aa3 Y5 2k (8 5 a8 aglA ey agal (5 06 a0V &
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“Then I shall come upon them from before them and from behind them and from

their right sides and from their left sides. And You will not find most of them
thankful.” (al-A’raf, 7:17)
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This verse is part of Iblis’s declaration after being expelled. Shaitan’s strategy is
not merely to lead people into sin but specifically to sever the bond of gratitude
between the servant and God.

Gratitude is part of worship
(152) 05285 ¥y 158505 28R 35K

“Then do remember Me; I will remember you. Be grateful to Me and reject not
Faith.” (al-Baqarah, 2: 152)

This verse pairs dhikr (remembrance) with shukr (gratitude) as twin pillars of
worship. The structure is reciprocal: God’s remembrance of the believer is
conditional on the believer’s remembrance of God.
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“O you who believe! Eat of the good things that We have provided for you, and be
grateful to Allah, if it is Him ye worship.” (al-Baqarah, 2: 172)

The verse links gratitude with the lawful enjoyment of God’s provisions. This is a
significant theological point: consuming good things and thanking God for them is
itself an act of worship, not merely a courtesy.

Gratitude is the opening of the talk of the Heavens dwellers
(74) Snaal) 53] 2 205 G 28] e 15088 G iyl 532 5 W (o 2 1

They will say: "Praise be to Allah, Who has truly fulfilled His Promise to us, and
has given us (this) land in heritage: We can dwell in the Garden as we will: how
excellent a reward for those who work (righteousness)!" (al-Zumar, 39: 74)

The people of Paradise begin their eternal life with praise and gratitude. Gratitude
is both the beginning of the human journey and the opening word of its fulfillment.
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Reward for Gratitude:
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“Muhammad is no more than a messenger, many messengers (like him) passed
away before him. If he died or were slain, will you then turn back on your
heels? If any did turn back on his heels, not the least harm will he do to God;
but God will reward those who are grateful. No soul can ever die except by
God's leave at an appointed term. Whosoever desires a reward in this life, We
shall give it to him; and whosoever desires a reward in the Hereafter, We shall
give it to him. And We shall reward those who are grateful.” (al-‘Imran, 3:144-
145)

These verses use the battle context of Uhud to make a point about steadfast
gratitude. The grateful (al-shakireen) are contrasted with those who would
abandon the faith if the Prophet died. Gratitude here means loyal, unwavering
commitment.
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“And verily We gave Lugman wisdom, saying, ‘Give thanks to God; whosoever
gives thanks, he gives thanks for (the good of) his own soul. And whosoever is
ungrateful, then surely God is Self-Sufficient, Praised.”” (Lugman, 31: 12)

The verse frames gratitude as self-serving in the best sense: the one who thanks
God benefits his own soul. Ibn Kathir notes that Lugman was not a prophet but a
wise man (hakim); his wisdom began with gratitude, suggesting it is the foundation
of all wisdom.
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This hadith (narrated by Abu Hurairah, classified as sahih by al-Tirmidhi and Abu
Dawud) creates a continuum between gratitude to God and gratitude to people.
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Second Khutbah
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Dear brothers and sisters

Benefits of Gratitude

Being grateful to God enhances the psychological benefits of gratitude in
accordance with one’s level of religious commitment.

Gratitude has significant benefits to a person’s overall well-being and ability to
flourish in life psychologically, spiritually, and physically. It also has cognitive
benefits.

Grateful individuals tend to be happy and well-adjusted. There is a strong
relationship between dispositional gratitude and happiness and subjective
wellbeing. Gratitude promotes happiness by enhancing one’s experience of
positive events, by building adaptive coping responses to negative events, by
strengthening one’s social network, and by preventing and mitigating depression.

Gratitude 1s positively correlated with life satisfaction, happiness, optimism, hope,
and positive affect, while negatively related to anxiety, depression, and negative
affect.
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9.Moderation
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Our Khutba today is about moderation.

Allah (SWT) says
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“Thus, have We made of you an Ummat justly balanced, that ye might be witnesses
over the nations, and the Messenger a witness over yourselves; [al-Baqarah, 2:143]

The Arabic term wasat (&) carries a rich semantic meaning: middle, best, most
just. The Qur’anic argument here is threefold—the community is constituted as a
witness-bearing people, the Prophet bears witness over the community, and this
mediating role is bound up with the direction of prayer (qibla). The shift of qibla
from Jerusalem to Mecca, referenced in the second half of the verse, serves as a
test of true allegiance to the Prophet.
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The wasat in language:

Every good trait has two bad extremes: Generosity is the middle of stinginess and
extravagance, and courage is the middle between rashness and cowardice. The
middle of a thing is its best.

The wasat in Islam:

The balance between two things. Examples: godliness and humanity, spirituality
and materialism, this life and the hereafter, revelation and mind, individual and
community, rights and responsibilities,

The Meaning of Moderation

Fairness / Justice

Straight Path.

Goodness: the best of anything is its middle

Safety and security

Strength: the human being is most strong in his maturity

Features of Wasatiyyah

1. Wasat in Acts of worship
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“Believers, when the call is proclaimed to prayer on Friday, hasten earnestly
to the remembrance of God, and leave off business. That is best for you if
you but knew. And when the prayer is finished, then you may disperse
through the land, and seek of the bounty of God; and celebrate the praises of
God often that you may succeed.” (al Jum’a, 62:9-10)
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“Say, ‘Call upon God, or call upon Al-Rahman. By whatever name you call
upon Him, for to Him belong the Most Beautiful Names. Do not raise your
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voice in your prayer, nor say it in a low voice, but seek a middle course in
between.’” (al-Israa, 17:110)

2. Moderation in spending and behaviour
(67) Ll QIS (i IS5 15750 Ty )58 yod 2 a1 Gl

“Those who, when they spend, are not extravagant and not niggardly,
but hold a just (balance) between those (extremes)” (al-Furgan,
25:67)
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“O Children of Adam! wear your beautiful apparel at every time and place of

prayer: eat and drink: But waste not by excess, for Allah loveth not the
wasters.” (Al-A’raf, 7:31)
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“And do not let your hand be chained to your neck nor open it widely, lest
you sit down rebuked and overwhelmed with regret.” (al-Israa, 17:29)

3. Moderation in systems
a. Social
b. Economics
c. Political
d. Allowed and prohibited
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10. Study of the Seerah
Slaanll 5 (3 puadll 5 D88 W) 078 5 el 18 8 4% 5 Glayl) Ll s (o3t 2]l
Jiiae D ) oagn (pe clillae] il (o s Lol g 35 (e 41l 3 sai g co jialiad g dbaiond g o e 4l daall
s 1 ena Wi s Ul O gl 5 ¢ ad ey 38 W san g il W1 A Y o 2l 5 cad sala Slé Jliay (a5 4l
LAY . S ﬁ}“jsg):!ﬂ‘ e oedad (3l a4y Al 4l a5

AV 5 Laall L saland) - Uike (o 581l Al (5 iy iy aSaua ]

st ey el G0 &Y 0010 a3 e Gl B G0 815l il G G 8 e e U s
(18: )

(102:0) e Jl) sl 28075 ) G525 5 40085 5 0 V580 15l Gl Ll s

D) Lgiad (e (s yad ilia el ) 2o g5 caniing Y s (a4l ) g Lasda al Jany i) G (e
JPERRTRIEN

B8 U9 (A ) 58 (dlie 2aah 538 (o3l SR il QS uoal) Bacal {a Aa Ul
) 5 4B < (ABLa A2y S5 ey

Why do we Study Seerah

There are many reasons for a Muslim to study and understand the Seerah
of the Prophet (pbuh). The scholars list the following reasons:

1. To get to know the Prophet and recognize that he cannot be but a
Prophet and a messenger of God. Many people praise the Prophet
as a person endowed with genius or a social reformer but are not
convinced that he is a messenger of God and he was given a
message to deliver to humankind.
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2. To take the Prophet as our role model and emulate his way of life.

3. To gain a better understanding of the Quran. Many of the verses of
Quran can only be understood through the study of the evnets that
the prophet went through.

4. To gain a better understanding of the Islamic principles through the
study of the real life application of these principles.

But perhaps the most imporatnt reason for studying the Seerah is
that we love the Prophet. When we love someone, we long and
yearn to know every thing about the person we love. We try to
make evrything that pleases him and abstain from any thing that
displeases him.
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“Say, ‘If it be that your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your mates, or
your kindred; the wealth that you have gained; the commerce in which
you fear a decline; or the dwellings in which you delight - are dearer to

you than Allah, or His Messenger, or the striving in His cause; then wait

until Allah brings about His decision; and Allah guides not the
rebellious.’” (al-Tawbah, 9:24)
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Allah's Messenger (2£) said, "By Him in Whose Hands my life is, none of you will
have faith till he loves me more than his father and his children all people."

True faith (iman) requires that love of the Prophet (PBUH) surpass even one’s love
of parents and children. This makes studying his life not merely an academic
exercise but a spiritual obligation — the knowledge section and action section that
follow are grounded here.

His Mission
A messenger to all people
3 ol 3asT 585 19355 Bads el dslS 3] ULl Lag
(28) Hoaley

“We have not sent you but as a universal (Messenger) to people, giving them glad tidings, and
warning them, but most people do not understand.” (Sabaa, 34:28)

Witness, bearer of gald tidings, and Warner
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“Prophet, truly We have sent you as a witness, a bearer of glad tidings, and a
warner. And as one who invites to God, by His leave, and as a lamp spreading
light.” (Al-Ahzab, 33:45-46)

He is the seal of the Prophets.
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“Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but (he is) the Messenger of God, and the Seal
of the Prophets; and God has full knowledge of all things.” (Al-Ahzab, 33:40)

He was sent as a mercy to Humankind
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“We sent you not, but as a Mercy for all creatures. (al-Anbiyya, 21:107)

He was of the best of character

(4) e A I S8

“And you are of a great moral character.” (al-Qalam, 68:4)

He was the best role model to be followed
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“You have indeed an excellent example in the Messenger of God for any who
hopes for (the meeting of) God and the Last Day and remembers God much.” (al-
Ahzab, 33:21)

He was sent as a teacher

The Prophet was sent as a messenger to recite the Quran, purify the people, and teaches them the
Book, the Wisdom, and that which they knew not.
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“A similar (favour you have already received) that We sent you a Messenger from among you, to
recite to you Our revelation, and to purify you, and to teach you the Scripture and the Wisdom,
and teaches you that which you did not know.” (albaqarah, 2:151)
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“And We sent down the Book to you for the express purpose, that you should make clear to them

those things in which they differ, and that it should be a guide and a mercy to those who
believe.” (al-Nahl, 16:64)
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They way to perform the task
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Say, ‘This is my way. I do invite to God on the basis of clear evidence, I and whoever follows*

- -

-
‘i

me. Glory to God, and never will I join gods with Him.”" (Yusuf, 12:108)

How should the believers treat the Seerah
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“The answer of the Believers, when summoned to God and His Messenger, in order that He may
judge between them, is no other than to say, ‘We hear and we obey’. It is those who will attain
felicity.” (al-Nur, 24:51)
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“He who obeys the Apostle, obeys God, but if any turns away, We have not sent you to be their
keeper.” (al-Nisaa, 4:80)
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“What kept people back from belief when Guidance came to them, was nothing but this: they
said, ‘Has Allah sent a man (like us) to be (His) Messenger’”. ( al-Israa, 17:94)

The Prophet’s Privilege
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“Indeed, Allah and His angels send blessings on the Prophet: O you that believe! Send you
blessings on him, and salute him with all respect.” (al-Ahzab, 33:56)

God’s prayer are His blessings, Angels’ prayer are supplication and asking for forgiveness, and
peoples’ prayer are supplication and respect.
The only prophet that was described as most kind and merciful
God promised to protect him from people

AT a2 ol 08 s e i o il 0585 8 G350
"I was sent to perfect good character."

The word khuluq (&ii) refers to deep-seated moral character, not merely outward
conduct. Imam Ahmad records that when Aisha (RA) was asked about the
Prophet’s character, she replied, “His character was the Quran.” This ayah
therefore frames the hadith that immediately follows: perfecting good character
was the Prophet’s mission.
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Second Khutbah
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One example of the Prophet’s leadership was in the battle of the Trench. In this
battle the Prophet (PBUH) gave the best example as a leader. He gave lessons in
effective leadership that the believers should learn from. The Prophet (PBUH) was
working side by side with the believers, using his axe and hauling dust. He joined
the believers in their simple songs that they used to sing to make the work easy for
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themselves. He was there to help when the task was difficult for the rest of them.
Salman Al Farsi (RA) said, “I was digging the trench one day and I came across a
very hard rock. I was not able to break it. The Prophet (PBUH) saw me and came
to help. He raised his axe and struck the rock three times. Each time he struck the
rock, a light came from the place at which the axe hit the rock. Then the hard rock
was broken into pieces. I asked the Prophet (PBUH) about the light that [ saw. He
said, ‘The first light showed me that God will give me control over Yemen, the
second showed me that God will give me control over Syria and Maghreb, and the
last light showed me that God will give me control over the orient.””

This ayah is the Quranic foundation for following the Prophet’s example (uswah
hasanah). The verse links emulation of the Prophet (PBUH) to three conditions:
hope in Allah, hope in the Last Day, and frequent remembrance of Allah.
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11. Eid
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Dear brothers and sisters today is the day of Eid, the day of Takbeer, Allahu Akbar,
Allahu Akbar,..., wa lilah Al Hamd.

The Muslim Eids are celebrations of the fulfilment of tasks that Allah SWT made
incumbent on the believers. So, we celebrate completing the fast of Ramadan and
we celebrate the event of Hajj. So, this is a day of joy and festivities. It is also a
day to remind each other of our duties. One of the most important duties is to
understand the essence of Islam and its true nature.

Allah SWT says in surat Al Baqara:
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“Righteousness is not that you turn your faces towards the east or the west, but
truly righteous is he who believes in God, the last day, the angels, the Book, and
the Prophets; and gives his money, much as he may cherish it, to his kinsfolk,
orphans, the needy, the wayfarer, the beggars, and for freeing of slaves; who
establishes prayers, and pays zakat, and who keep their promises once made, and
are patient in misfortune and adversity and in the time of peril. Such are those who
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proved themselves true, and such are the God Conscious.” (al-Baqarah, 2: 177)
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“They ask you about the new moon, say, ‘They are means people use for
measuring time, and for pilgrimage. ‘Righteousness does not mean that you enter
your houses through the back door, but truly righteous is to be God Conscious.”
(al-Bagarah, 2: 189)

These two verses address the concept of righteousness. They say who is truly
righteous and they specifically indicate certain actions which people may confuse
as righteous while they are not. The first verse was revealed in connection with
changing the Qibla from Jerusalem to Mecca. The second verse deals with an old
tradition that the pagans of Madina used to follow, when they come back from Hajj
they do not enter their houses through the front door, but they enter through the
rear entrance.

These two verses define the true nature of Islam. As Muslims, we should focus on
the content over the formalities and superficial issues. We need to focus on the
deeds that are of benefit to people as the verses indicate. Being God conscious or
Muttagee means that we observe Allah SWT in all our deeds, because if we don’t
see Him, He sees us. We should be sincere in our deeds and not expect thanks and
gratitude from people, rather we ask Him for the greatest rewards.

But we have to do good deeds. There are many things that we can do for our
community. There are a large number of brothers and sisters who work very hard to
serve this community. Some you may know, some you may not know and some
you may not even realize they exist. We should follow their example and serve our
community in the best way we can.
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Second Khutbah
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This is a very critical time in our lives as Muslims. It is our responsibility and duty
to project a true picture of the nature of Islam. It is important for us to think as one
and act with one hand to fulfil our responsibility. We have to come together to
accomplish this task. Because on the Day of judgement we will be asked.
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12. Hope
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Dear Brothers and sisters, we are living difficult times. Many people doubt the
value of faith. What is the benefit of faith and belief in these times, when we see
Muslims being persecuted and oppressed all around us? However, Islam teaches us
to be hopeful. My talk today is about hope in Islam. And how to design a plan for
hope.

The plan consists of five elements:

Knowledge
Goal
Means
Motivation
Action

N

~

Knowledge

What is hope?
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First let us define what we mean by “hope.” Hope is the desire to have something
that is possible to achieve even though it might be difficult. It is something that we
can achieve if we work for it, even though it might require hard work.

In Arabic there are two words for hope. sl 5

Js usually means something impossible to attain, in a way it is a false hope or
wishful thinking. It is unachievable because it is either impossible to achieve, or
because we do not work for.
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“Let them eat and enjoy life and let (false) hopes beguile them. They will soon
know.” (al-Hijr, 15:3)

This verse refers to the disbelievers. They denied the Prophet (PBUH) and did not
believe and they thought that they are the winners. The verse is saying that they
have been deluded by false hope and on the Day of Judgment they will find out
how wrong they were.

God gave the believers the privilege of hoping for His mercy (al-Bagarah: 218),

This verse connects three acts as conditions of raja‘ (hope): iman (faith/belief),
hijra (emigration/leaving behind what is forbidden by Allah), and jihad (striving in
God’s path). The response promised is God’s mercy. The verse was revealed in the
context of early Muslim emigrants who left Mecca at great personal cost; the hope
it instills is therefore grounded in sacrifice and action, not mere wishing.

God Promised His unlimited support (al-Nisaa: 104),
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Remarkable in its symmetry: both sides suffer pain (ta’lamun), but only the
believers possess raja’ of God’s support. The verse was revealed after the Battle of
Uhud (625 CE), when the Muslims suffered significant losses. Its rhetorical
strategy is to reframe hardship: shared suffering is not a sign of divine
abandonment, because the believers have something their opponents do not have:
hope in a great reward.

2. Goal

The goal then is to have hope in the forgiveness, the mercy and the support of God
which the believers were promised; and to know with certitude that hoping in the
support of God covers all areas of activities of human life: hope for recovery from
sickness, hope for advancement in work, hope for having a righteous family and so

on.
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The open door for forgiveness is outlined in this verse. It is often called the ‘verse
of hope’ (ayat al-raja’). Ibn Abbas reported it is the broadest verse of mercy in the
Quran. The phrase ‘all sins’ is unqualified, with scholars noting that the only
condition attached is not continuing in sin. God addresses sinners directly as ‘My
servants’ (‘ibadi), which classical commentators read as a gesture of intimacy even
at the moment of rebuke. The verse provides a powerful motivational tool.

3. Means

One has to prepare the tools and means to achieve the goal which the person is

hoping to achieve. The Quran describes a comprehensive tool that will help the
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believers to attain the set goals, whether they deal with the Hereafter or this

worldly life. This tool is to follow the example of the Prophet (&%),
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“You have indeed an excellent example in the Messenger of God for any who
hopes for (the meeting of) God and the Last Day and remembers God much.” (al-
Ahzab, 33: 21)

The verse introduces the concept of excellent example/model. The phrase ‘for any
who hopes’ makes hope in God the very criterion for following the Prophet’s
example, elegantly tying the means (sunnah) to the goal (raja’). The verse was
revealed in the context of the Battle of the Trench (627 CE), when the Prophet
endured hardship alongside his companions, giving the best example a lived,

embodied meaning beyond mere ritual practice.

Adopting the excellent example of the Prophet (££2) means practicing Islam as it

was meant to be practiced.

The Quran lists the prerequisites of hope in a good life in the Hereafter: having

sincere faith, and doing good deeds (al-Kahf: 110);
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The closing verse of Surah al-Kahf pairs two conditions for hoping to meet God:

righteous deeds and pure monotheism. The juxtaposition matters: hope without

deeds is the false hope, and deeds without sincerity collapse into hidden shirk

(associating others with God in intention). Together they define the inner and outer

dimensions of authentic hope.

4. Motivation
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Anas (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:

The Prophet (£%) said, "Allah says: ' When a slave of Mine draws near to Me a span,
I draw near to him a cubit; and if he draws near to Me a cubit, I draw near to him a
fathom. And if he comes to Me walking, I go to him running.""

[Al-Bukhari].

The individual may have the knowledge, could have identified the goal,
determined the means and tools to be used to achieve the desired outcome, but
he/she may be still reluctant to exert the effort needed to perform the necessary
action. This is where motivation is needed to move the person to do the work
needed. If the goal is to have hope in a good reward on the Day of Judgment, but
the person is afraid that her/his shortcomings will not enable her/him to reach that
goal, then reciting the verse, “Say, ‘My servants who have been given to excesses
against themselves; do not despair of the mercy of God. Indeed, God forgives all

sins. Indeed, He is All-Forgiving, the Giver of Mercy.”” (al-Zumar: 53)
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will kindle the hope in the heart of the believer and motivate him/her to perform

the deeds which lead to a good reward on the Day of Judgment.
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5. Action

The next stage is to use the means which have been identified to form a plan of
action to achieve the goals. The plan should start by identifying certain objectives
which serve the identified goal. These objectives should be SMART objectives.
This means that they should be specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and time
bound. Specific means that the tasks to be done should be well defined with no
ambiguity. Measurable means that the number and frequency of the tasks should be
well defined. There should be a standard to indicate how much of the objective has
been achieved. Achievable means that they should be realistic, one should not over
burden her/himself beyond their abilities. Relevant means that the objectives
should be focused on the task at hand. Time-bound means that the tasks should
follow a well-defined schedule.
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13. Resilience
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, in Islam, resilience (or Sumud, which translates to
patience, perseverance, and steadfastness) is a central virtue that guides Muslims in
facing life's challenges, hardships, and adversities. The concept of resilience is
deeply rooted in Islamic teachings and emphasizes maintaining faith, trust in Allah
(God), and a positive attitude despite difficult circumstances.

Resilience shows one’s capacity to survive and develop in adverse conditions, but
also to determine one’s ability to recover from conditions that impede growth

Resilience as the: “Capacity to bounce back, to withstand hardship, and to repair
yourself”.

The elements of resilience are three
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1. Faith
2. Hope and determination
3. Support (attachment)

1. Faith
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It is narrated on the authority of 'Abdullah b. Mas'ud that the Messenger of Allah (£

) said, “None shall enter the Fire (of Hell) who has in his heart the weight of a

mustard seed of Iman and none shall enter Paradise who has in his heart the weight
of a mustard seed of pride.”
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‘Uthman b. ‘Affan reported God's messenger as saying, “Whoever dies knowing
that there is no god but Allah will enter paradise."

2. Hope and Determination
a. Perseverance (Sabr)

« Sabr is one of the key qualities emphasized in the Qur'an and Hadith. It
refers to the ability to remain steadfast, calm, and composed in the face of
trials, and not to lose faith or give in to despair.

« The Qur'an encourages believers to practice patience in difficult times. For
example, in Surah Al-Baqgarah (2:153), it says:
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“O you who have believed, seek help through patience and prayer. Indeed, Allah is
with the patient." (al-Bagarah, 2: 153)
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“So, persevere; for the promise of God is true: and whether We show you (in this
life) a part of what We have promised them, or cause you to die, still to Us they
will be returned.” (Ghafir, 40:77)
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b. Gratitude (Shukr)

« Islam teaches that, regardless of the circumstances, a believer should
maintain gratitude (shukr) for Allah’s blessings. Even in times of difficulty, a
resilient Muslim should express thanks to Allah for both good and bad
experiences, recognizing that they offer opportunities for growth and
learning.

o In Surah Ibrahim (14:7), it says:
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“And verily We will settle you in the land after them. This is for him who fears My
Majesty and fears My threats.”

c¢. Hope

Resilience in Islam is also associated with rahmah (mercy) and hilm (forbearance),
qualities that encourage patience with others and the ability to persevere through
personal and social hardships.

« The Hadith of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) emphasizes that the
believer’s circumstances are always good, whether in times of ease or
difficulty, because of their faith and reliance on Allah.
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“We will, without doubt, help our messengers and those who believe, (both) in this
world's life and on the Day when the witnesses will stand forth.” (Ghafir, 40:51)

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said:
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"How wonderful is the case of the believer, for his affairs are always good, and this
applies to no one but the believer. If something good happens to him, he is grateful,
and that is good for him. If something bad happens to him, he is patient, and that is
good for him." (Sahih Muslim)
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d. Endurance Through Trials

« Life is full of tests, and resilience in Islam means enduring these trials with
an understanding that they serve as a means for spiritual growth,
purification, and earning Allah’s reward.

« Allah says in Surah Ash-Sharh (94:5-6):
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"For indeed, with hardship [will be] ease." (al-Sharh, 94:5-6)
e. The Story of Prophet Ayoub (Job)

« The story of Prophet Ayoub (known as Job in Judeo-Christian traditions) is a
prime example of resilience in Islam. He faced severe tests of health, wealth,
and family, yet he never lost faith in Allah and remained patient. Eventually,
Allah rewarded him for his perseverance.

« The Qur'an mentions Ayoub's story in Surah Sad (38:41-44), highlighting his
patience and trust in Allah’s mercy.
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“And remember (Muhammad) Our servant Job, when he cried to his Lord
(saying), ‘The devil afflicted me with distress and torment.” (And it was said to
him), ‘Strike the ground with your foot. This (spring) is a cool bath and a
refreshing drink.” And We restored his family to him, and doubled their number
as a mercy from Us, and as a reminder to those who understand. And (it was
said to him) ‘Take in your hand a bundle and strike therewith; and do not break
your oath.” We found him perseverant, most excellent the servant. He was ever
turning in repentance (toward God).” (Sad, 38: 41-44)

f. Forgiveness and Compassion
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Resilience in Islam also involves the ability to forgive others and overcome
feelings of anger or revenge. Islam teaches that when facing hardship caused
by others, it is best to respond with forgiveness, as Allah rewards those who
forgive.

The Qur'an (3:134) reminds:
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"Those who spend [in the way of Allah] during ease and hardship, who restrain
anger and who pardon the people, and Allah loves the doers of good." (al-‘Imran,
3: 134)

3. Support
a. Support from Allah
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“and it 1s incumbent on Us to support the believers.”

b. Trust in Allah (Tawakkul)

Resilience in Islam encompasses enduring hardship and 7awakkul means
relying on Allah while also making efforts and taking the necessary steps to
face challenges.
The Qur'an (Surah At-Tawbah 9:51) states:
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"Say, 'Never will we be struck except by what Allah has decreed for
us; He is our protector.' And upon Allah let the believers rely."

c. Support From Family
d. Support From Community

Islam also stresses the importance of community and mutual support in
facing life’s challenges. Being resilient calls for support from family, friends,
and fellow Muslims.

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said:
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“The example of the believers in their love, mercy, and compassion for one another
is like that of a body: when one part of the body feels pain, the whole body
responds with sleeplessness and fever." (Sahih Muslim)
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Resilience in Islam encompasses surviving challenges, growing spiritually, trusting
in Allah’s wisdom, and using difficulties as opportunities for self-improvement and
deeper faith. Through patience, gratitude, trust in Allah, and the support of

community, Muslims are encouraged to face life’s adversities with strength and
perseverance.
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14. Perseverance
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, the Prophet has been quoted to have said, “Faith has
sixty-something branches: the highest is the declaration that there is no deity

except God, and the lowest is removing harm from the path, and modesty is a
branch of faith.”
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Perseverance is one of these components. Being patient is a fundamental quality of
the Muslim. It has been mentioned in the Quran over seventy times. Those who
practice perseverance are promised great reward from God.

Perseverance has three branches: To be steadfast in fulfilling duties, to be steadfast
in abstaining from sin and desires, and to be steadfast in adversity.
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1. Perseverance in fulfillment of duties:

318555 455 185y il 3 (gale suausls sxlAl Glial 3215
(132) 383 dsdlalls

“Enjoin prayer on your family and be constant therein. We ask you not to provide
sustenance. We will provide for you. But the (fruit of) the Hereafter is for God
consciousness.” (TaHa, 20:132)

The command is addressed first to the Prophet (PBUH) and, through him, to every
believer: perseverance in prayer is not a personal choice but a duty of guardianship
over one's household. The verse then gives the theological reason for that
constancy: rizq (provision) is Allah's responsibility, freeing the believer from the
anxiety that drives neglect of worship. God-consciousness (taqwa) is named as the
fruit of the Hereafter, tying daily steadfastness directly to the ultimate reward.
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“Lord of the heavens and of the earth, and of all that is between them; so, worship
Him and be constant and patient in His worship. Do you know of any who is

worthy of the same Name as He?”” (Maryam, 19:65)

2. Perseverance in abstaining from sin and not indulging in material
desires
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“The love of desirable things is made alluring for people: women, children;
heaped-up hoards of gold and silver; horses of fine brand; and (wealth of) cattle
and well-tilled land. Such are the possessions of this world's life; but in nearness to
God is the best of the goals (To return to)”. Say, Shall I tell of things far better than
those? For those who are God conscious are Gardens in nearness to their Lord,
with rivers flowing beneath; therein is their eternal home; with companions pure
(and holy); and the good pleasure of God. God is fully aware of His servants.”
(Namely), those who say, ‘Our Lord! We have indeed believed, forgive us our sins,
and save us from the agony of the Fire. Those who are steadfast, truthful, truly
devout, who give in God’s cause, and who pray in the early hours of the morning.
(al-‘Imran, 3: 14-17)

3. Perseverance when calamity strikes:

Jlso 331 &0 uam9 £ o2l L—‘99>-‘| o iy (054913~J

p@.ubol |.>| u.)..\.” (155) Suplall )..u.Ug ubm.“g UJ.LoJ)llg

9/19

agile Glsigl (156) Hehals a7 G5 all 6] 16116 &
(157) H93i84)1 b uU9|9 d5555 88 e Hlsls

“We shall certainly test you with fear and hunger, and loss of property, lives, and
crops. But (Prophet) give glad tidings to those who are steadfast. Who say, when
afflicted with calamity, ‘To God We belong, and to Him is our return’. They are
those on whom (Descend) blessings from their Lord, and Mercy, and they are the
ones who receive guidance.” (al-Bagarah, 2: 155-157)
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Afflictions happen for two reasons:

1. The nature of life on earth.

Life on earth is a time for tests and trials.

858s 193515 Al alll glss a5 &l 161535 &1 adpws
(142) Cpldl alsis

“Did you think that you would enter the Garden without God testing those of you who fought
hard (In His Cause) and those who remained steadfast?”’ (3:142)
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2. The nature of faith.
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“Did people think, they would be left alone after saying, “We believe” without
being tested?” (al-‘Ankabut, 29:2)
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Perseverance is not negative:
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“But indeed, if any show patience and forgive, that would truly be an exercise of
courageous will and resolution in the conduct of affairs.” (al-Shura,42:43)

The Reward:
In this Life
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“Believers, seek help with perseverance and prayer. Indeed, God is with those
who persevere.” (al-Baqarah, 2: 153)
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Certainly, God is, “with those who persevere.” He provides the support, the
strength, the comfort, and the company along the road. God will not abandon the
believers and leave them to face adversity with their limited power and resources.
The verse begins with an endearing call, “Believers,” and ends by stressing the fact
that God is, “with those who persevere,” This alludes to the beauty of the link
between God and those who persevere.
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“If good befalls you, it grieves them; but if some misfortune overtakes you, they
rejoice at it. But if you persevere and do right, their cunning will not do you the
least harm. God encompasses all what they do.” (al-I’mran, 3:120)

These verses refer to enemies of Islam, those who harbor bad feelings towards
the believers. The believers are warned to be careful in dealing with these
people. However, Allah assures the believers that these enemies cannot harm
them in any way unless Allah wills it.
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“How many of the prophets fought (in God's way), and with them (fought) large
bands of godly men? But they never lost heart when they met with a disaster in
God's way, nor did they weaken (in will) nor give in. And God loves those who are

perseverant.” (al-I’'mran, 3:146)
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“If you punish, then punish with the like of that wherewith you were afflicted. But
if you persevere, verily it is better for the perseverant.” (al-Nahl, 16: 126)
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In the Hereafter
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“Those who patiently persevere, seeking the countenance of their Lord; Establish
regular prayers; spend, out of (the gifts) We have bestowed for their sustenance,
secretly and openly; and turn off Evil with good: for such there is the final
attainment of the (eternal) home.” (al-Ra’d, 13:22)

Those who persevere and endure all these difficulties for the sake of pleasing their
Lord and not because they are interested in the praise of people or because they
want to avoid people’s criticism. Their perseverance is not motivated by the
interest in a worldly gain or the avoidance of a worldly loss. They persevere
because they submit to the will of God and they are content with whatever God
decrees. They will be admitted to the Gardens of Eden to settle and live there with
their righteous fathers, spouses, and offspring. Each will be admitted as a reward
for his/her righteous deeds however, they will enjoy the company of their righteous
families as an extra reward from God.
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“What is with you must vanish: what is with Allah will endure. And We will
certainly bestow, on those who patiently persevere, their reward according to the
best of their actions.” (al-Nahl, 16:96)
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“I have rewarded them this Day for their patience and constancy. They are indeed
the ones who won.” (al-Muminun, 23:111)
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“Those are the ones who will be rewarded with the highest place in heaven,
because of their patient constancy. Therein shall they be met with salutations and
peace.” (al-Furqan, 25:75)
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“They will be rewarded twice, because they were steadfast, they avert Evil with
Good, and they spend (in charity) out of what We have given them.” (al-Qassas,
28:54)
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