


Copyright 2017. All Rights Reserved.

Original Curriculum (in Arabic): Ministry of Education - Supreme Education Council (SEC) of Qatar
Cover Design: Eslam Mostafa

English Translation: Dr. Mahmoud Haddara

Editor(s): Dr. Adnan Rajeh & Mr. Asad Choudhary

Lesson Modifications made by the London Islamic School



Cans



First Section

The First Area: Noble Qur’'an and its Sciences

Chapter 1: Tajweed: The Rules for Raa 6
Chapter 2: Recitation of Surat Al-Kahf 11
Chapter 3: Memorization of Surat al- Haggah 17
Chapter 4: The Islamic Etiquette in the Presence

of Allah and His Messenger (PBUH) Surat Al- 23

Hujurat (The Rooms)

The Second Area: Hadith

Chapter 1: The Etiquette of Dealing with Muslims 29
The Third Area: Islamic ‘Aqeeda (Doctrine)

Chapter 1: The Beautiful Names of Allah and His

Great Attributes 34
The Fourth Area: Islamic Figh

(Understanding Islamic Law)

Chapter 1: Wiping over a Cast 38
Chapter 2: The Etiquette of Physical Hygiene 43
Chapter 3: Friday Prayer 46

The Fifth Area: Seerah
(The Tradition of the Prophet (PBUH))

Chapter 1: The Battle of Khaybar (The 7th. Year 0
Hijri) 3
Chapter 2: The Story of Prophet Shu’aib (PBUH) 54

The Sixth Area: Islamic Manners and
Etiquette

Chapter 1: Islamic Character: Loyalty 58

Second Section

The First Area: Noble Qur’an and its Sciences

Chapter 1: Rules for Tajweed: Rules for Lam
Chapter 2: Recitation of Surat Al-Kahf

Chapter 3: Memorization of Surat Al-Qalam (The
Pen)

Chapter 4: Avoiding Suspicion Surat al-Hujurat
(The Private Apartments)

The Second Area: Hadith

Chapter 1: The Acceptance of Supplication (Dou’aa)
Chapter 2: The Etiquette of the Road: The Rights of

the Passers By

The Third Area: Islamic ‘Aqeeda (Doctrine)

Chapter 1: The Noble Qur’an
Chapter 2: The Belief in Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH)

The Fourth Area: Islamic Figh
(Understanding Islamic Law)

Chapter 1: The Rules for Supererogatory
Prayers
Chapter 2: Drought Prayer (Asking for rain)

The Fifth Area: Seerah
(The Tradition of the Prophet (PBUH))

Chapter 1: The Battle of Mo’tah (8th. Year H)
Chapter 2: The Story of the Young Men of the
Cave

The Sixth Area: Islamic Manners and
Etiquette

Chapter 1: Lowering the Gaze

64
67
71

77

88

92
96

100

104

108
113

121




Preparation: A step to prepare the student for the lesson and
to induce the desire to learn

Summary: A simple summary for the lesson to help the
student during the revision stage

Activity: An activity to enhance the different skills. Activities
are three types: constructive, developmental, enriching.

Enrichment: New information to widen the scope of the
lesson.

Reflection: An exercise to reflect on the lesson contents and
grasp its benefits.

[lumination: An exercise to enlighten the student about the
relevance of the lesson’s content to Islamic manners and
behavior.

Articulation: An exercise to allow the students to articulate
their understanding of the lesson.

Self-learning: An activity to stimulate the desire for self-
learning.
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Evaluation: Evaluation of the attainment of the student.






The First Area

Tajweed Noble Qur'an and its Sciences

The Rules for Raa

Learning Objectives

-

e To recognize the rules for the letter Raa.\

e To recognize the cases for Tafkheem
(thickening) the Raa.

o To recognize the cases for Tarqiq
(softening) the Raa.

e To recognize the cases when the Raa
could be pronounced either way.
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Preparation

Listen to the pronunciation of the following words:

7 0 7
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What do you notice about the way the letter Raa is pronounced in each one of the two groups?
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Tafkheem Tarqiq Either Tafkheem
~ (thickening) __(softening) or Tarqiq




The First Rule: Tafkheem

The sound of the Raa is full and thick. This happens in the following cases:

e When the movement (harakah) of the letter Raa is fat-ha. The letter Raa can
appear in the beginning, the middle, or the end of the word. If it appears at the
end of the word, then the word has to be joined with the following word.

Examples: %;:ﬁ;.d/% {pomy  ALGY

e When the movement (harkah) of the letter Raa is dhammah. The letter Raa
can appear in the beginning, the middle, or the end of the word. If it appears at
the end of the word, then the word has to be joined with the following word.

2o, 202 20 g

Examples: ¢ :3G580A) €652y 4150)

e When the Raa ia sakinah

a) If the Raa is preceded by a letter with a fatha.
Examples: 4353 oA Sk

b) If the Raa is preceded by a letter with a dammah.
Examples: 45572 5740 A

c) If the Raa is preceded with a letter with a temporary kasrah.
Examples: 60

d) If the Raa is preceded with a letter having a true kasra and followed by a letter of

isti'laa.

Examples: 43 SESEL 555

o

Activity Recite the following words showing Tafkheem of Raa:
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The Second Rule: Tarqiq

The sound of Raa is soft and thin. This occurs in the following cases:

When the movement (harakah) of the letter Raa is kasrah. The letter Raa can

appear in the beginning, the middle, or the end of the word; then the word has to
be joined with the following word.

o S Seo,

Examples: €%5:30F  €0u, 0y 400

When the Raa has no movement (sakinah), it occurs in the middle of the word,

is preceded with a letter that has kasrah, and is not followed by a letter of
Isti'laa.

Examples: s34 ALn

When the Raa has no movement (sakinah), it occurs at the end of the word, is
preceded with a letter that has kasrah.

Examples: L eisy ‘%i’;igé%

When the Raa has no movement (sakinah) because of stopping (transient
sukoon), and is preceded by a letter who has a kasrah.

Examples:

When the Raa has no movement (sakinah) because of stopping (transient
sukoon), and is preceded by a letter who has a kasrah.

Examples:

When the Raa has no movement (sakinah) because of stopping (transient

sukoon), and is preceded by a letter that has no mpvement on it (Sakinah) and is
preceded by a letter which has kasrah.

Examples:



e When the Raa has no movement (sakinah) because of stopping (transient
sukoon), and is preceded by a long yaa or soft yaa.

Examples:

e

ACthlty Listen to your colleague recite the following words
and observe the tarqiq of the Raa:

//,

The Third Rule: Either Tafkheem or Tarqiq

e When the Raa is sakinah, preceded by a letter with kasrah, and followed by a
letter of Isti'laa which has a kasrah it can be thickened or softened.

Examples:

e When the Raa is sakinah, preceded by a letter of Isti'laa saken which is
preceded by a letter which has a kasrah it can be thickened or softened.

Examples: 4 Lilly a¥
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The First Area

11

Noble Qur'an and its Sciences

Recitation

Recitation of Surat Al-Kahf
Verses (1-26)

2 . o 2% %

& U2 1007 5 K00 KT Lol
[4:2K]

Ao

2T et i g1

”Or did you think that the Companions of the Cave and of the

Inscription were unique and unrepeated amongst our signs?” (18: 9)

Learning Objectives
4 )

e To recite the first twenty-six verses
of Surat Al-Kahf, correctly according
to the rules of Tajweed.

e To explain what the words and
sentences mean.




Preparation

o)
o — ~N
0_: "Abd Allah ibn Mass’oud (RA) said, “If you are seeking knowledge, then you should
read the Qur'an. It contains all of the knowledge of the early and later ages.”
What does this quote mean?
\ J
The Main objective of the Sura
The main theme of the surah is understanding the elements that are needed to
build a civilization and productive society
— _ +
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(1) Praise be to Allah who sent down the Book upon His servant, and did not
place any crookedness in it.

(2) (He has made it) Straight (and clear) in order that He may warn (the
godless) of a terrible punishment from Him, and that He may give glad
tidings to the believers who do good deeds, that they shall have a goodly
reward,

(3) In which they shall remain forever.

(4) And to warn those who say, "God has taken a son.”

(5) They have no knowledge of such a thing, nor had their fathers. Grave is
the word that comes out of their mouths. They speak nothing but a lie.

(6) Perchance you would fret yourself to death, in grief, over them if they do
not believe in this message.

(7) We have made whatever is on the earth an embellishment for it, so that
We may try them (as to) which of them is best in deeds.

(8) Verily, We shall make what is on earth a barren ground.

(9) Or did you think that the Companions of the Cave and of the Inscription
were unique and unrepeated amongst our signs?

(10) When the young men retreated to the cave seeking refuge and said, "Our
Lord, grant us mercy from Your presence, and provide for us a right course in
our affair

(11) Then We sealed up their hearing in the Cave for a number of years.
(12) Then We roused them, in order to test which of the two parties was best
at calculating the time they had remained.

(13) We narrate to you their story with truth. They were young men who
believed in their Lord, and We increased them in guidance.

(14) We strengthened their hearts when they took a stand and said, "Our Lord
is the Lord of the heavens and the earth. We call upon no god beside Him, for
then we would be uttering a transgression.

(15) These, our people, have taken gods other than Him though they bring no
clear proof. Who is in greater wrong than he who invents a lie against Allah?
(16) And when you abandon them and that which they worship except Allah,
then seek refuge in the cave; your Lord will spread for you of His mercy
and will prepare for you an easy way out from your ordeal.”

(17) And (had you been present) you would have seen the sun, when it rose,
declining to the right from their cave, and when it set, turning away from
them to the left, while they lay in the open space in the midst of the cave.
Such are among the signs of God. He whom Allah gquides is rightly guided; but
he whom Allah leaves to stray, for him you will not find a patron to guide him.

14



(18) (Had you seen them) You would have thought they were awake, while they
were asleep, and We turned them on their right sides and on their left sides, their
dog stretching his two fore-legs on the threshold. Had you seen them, you would
have certainly turned back from them in flight, and would certainly have been
filled with terror of them.

(19) And thus We awakened them that they might question one another. A
speaker from among them said, “"How long have you remained?” They said, "We
remained a day or some part of a day.” (Others) said, “Your Lord knows best how
long you remained. Now send one of you with this silver coin of yours to the
city, and let him see what food is purest there and bring you a supply thereof.
Let him be courteous and let no one be aware of you.

(20) For if they should come upon you, they would stone you or force you to
return to their cult, and in that case you would never succeed.”

(21) Thus did We make their case known to the people, that they might know
that the promise of Allah is true, and that there can be no doubt about the Hour
of Judgment. They disputed among themselves as to their affair. (Some) said,
“Construct a building over them,” Their Lord knows best about them. Those who
prevailed over their affair said, "Let us surely build a place of worship over
them.”

(22) (Some) will say they were three, the dog being the fourth among them; and
(some) say they were five, the dog being the sixth, doubtfully guessing at the
unknown; (yet others) say they were seven, the dog being the eighth. Say, "My
Lord knows best their number.” It is but few who know their (real case). Enter
not, therefore, into controversies concerning them, except on a matter that is
clear, nor consult any of them about (the affair of) them (the sleepers).

(23) And never say of anything, “Indeed I shall do that tomorrow,”

(24) Except if you measure it with Allah’s will. And remember your Lord when
you forget, and say, "It may be that my Lord guides me to a nearer way of truth
than the one I have found.”

(25) And (it is said) they remained in their cave three hundred years plus nine.
(26) Say, “God knows best how long they stayed.” With Him is (the knowledge
of) the secrets of the heavens and the earth. How clearly He sees, how finely He
hears (everything.) They have no patron other than Him; nor does He share His
command with any person whatsoever.

15




Reflection

"And stay patiently with those who call on their Lord morning and evening,
seeking the reward of seeing His face; and let not your eyes pass beyond them,
seeking the pomp and glitter of this Life; nor obey any whose heart We have made
heedless of Our remembrance, who follows his own whim and whose affair is ever
in neglect.” (18: 28)

Reflect on the lessons learned from this verse.

A\ | I test my performance!

Read the above verses in front of the teacher.

2>
&

& 30 2105 00

o R RAUNE
& BN Sl o realilin 22 0 58 s i g
‘%?.AJ:\:LG\:\.;D 2ot s B 1 s L1 I
R S ABAC ARSI (P SRR UNC
A 16 50 150535 03 K5 5 0T 58y < s i g

&by JUEN S (208 cip 135 onudi 5 xSt iy LA GG 1 Il o UL
- P - - c
Are s> 4

% 37 P e * @
A ol 40y LKt Jls AUl J6
~ SLGTTS o>

%/ 72 a4 - e @
R FERRNIENTS ¢ 35 v Ee=lalit G 1 s U1 JG
L‘g/ P . ol Loz Ko % Nt @ -
L QAP JUSIO I PN RIS S AU

16




The First Area

Memorization

Noble Qur'an and its Sciences

Memorization of Surat al- Haggah

[¥-y:asLdi]

Allah said, “The Inevitable Reality. What is the Inevitable Reality?
And what will make you realize what the Inevitable Reality
is?” (69:1-3)

Learning Objectives

4 I

e To memorize Surat al-Haqqgah.
¢ To explain the difficult words in the
Sura.

17



Preparation

There is a rule for memorization and recitation of the Quran that quarantees
anyone who follows it a great reward. This rule is in these verses

So worship God with sincere devotion. Unquestionably, God only accepts the sincere
religion.”

What is the rule?

—

The Main objective of the Sura

The theme of the surah is the different reminders of reward, punishment,
accountability, and resurrection that a Muslim needs to stay conscious of Allah
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(1) The Inevitable Reality.

(2) What is the Inevitable Reality?

(3) And what will make you realize what the Inevitable Reality is?

(4) (The tribes of) Thamud and A’ad denied the striking calamity.

(5) As for Thamud, they were destroyed by overwhelming blast.

(6) And as for ‘Ad, they were destroyed by a fierce roaring wind;

(7) He made it rage against them seven nights and eight days in succession; so that
you could see the people lying dead as if they were hollow trunks of palm-trees.
(8) Do you see any remnant of them?

(9) And Pharaoh, and those before him, and the Overturned Cities, committed
habitual sin.

(10) And they disobeyed the messenger of their Lord, therefore He seized them with
a tightening grip.

(11) When the waters rose, We carried you on the ship;

(12) That We might make it a reminder for you, and that attentive ears may take
heed.

(13) And when the trumpet is blown with a single blast;

(14) And the earth with the mountains shall be lifted up and crushed with a single
blow,

(15) On that day the Event will befall.

(16) And the sky will be rent asunder, for it will -that Day- be flimsy,

(17) And the angels will be on its sides, and eight will, that Day, bear the Throne of
your Lord above them.

(18) On that day you will be exposed; not a secret of you will be hidden.

(19) Then, as for him who is given his record in his right hand, he will say, “Here,
read my book.

(20) Surely I knew that I should have to meet my reckoning.”

(21) And he will be in a life of bliss,

(22) In a high garden,

(23) The fruits of which are near at hand.

(24) (And it will be said), “Eat and drink at ease for what you did beforehand in
the days gone by.”

(25) But as for him who is given his record in his left hand, he will say, "I wish I
had not been given my book.

(26) And never knew what my account was.

(27) If only it was the end.

(28) My wealth availed me nothing.

20



(29) My power has vanished from me.”

(30) (It will be said), “Take him and put a chain on him,

(31) And burn him in the Hell-fire.

(32) Further, make him march in a chain, the length of which is seventy cubits.
(33) He used not to believe in God, the Great;

(34) Nor did he advocate feeding of the poor.

(35) Therefore, today he has no true friend here

(36)Nor any food except scum,

(37) Which none but sinners eat.

(38) Indeed, I swear by what you see,

(39) And what you do not see,

(40) That this is verily the speech of a noble messenger;

(41) And it is not the speech of a poet - little it is you believe;

(42) Nor it is the speech of a soothsayer - little it is you take heed.
(43) It is a revelation from the Lord of the worlds.

(44) And if he had fabricated against Us some sayings,

(45) We assuredly would have taken him by the right hand,

(46) And then severed his life-artery.

(47) And not one of you could have restrained Us from him.

(48) But verily this is a Message for the God conscious.

(49) And We certainly know that there are among you those who reject (it).
(50) And it surely a source of grieve for the disbelievers.

(51) But verily it is the truth of assured certainty;

(52) So glorify the name of your Lord, the Great.

Some Facts about the Qur'an

The Qur'an consists of thirty parts (Juz). Each part has two components (Hizb).
Each component is divided into four quarters. Thus the Qur'an has 240 quarters.
Each quarter is between two to three pages.
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Reflection
"On that day you will be exposed; not a secret of you will be hidden”

On the Day of Judgment, nothing will be hidden. Everything will be exposed:
bodies, souls, consciences, and deeds. This is a reminder for the human being to
follow the commands of Allah.
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The First Area

The Islamic Etiquette in the Presence of Allah and His
Messenger (PBUH)

Surat Al-Hujurat (The Rooms) Verses | to 5 j
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“Indeed, those who call out to you from behind the private

apartments - most of them lack understanding of etiquette and

manners.” (49: 4)

Learning Objectives

4 )

o To explain the meanings of the
different words and expressions.

¢ To recall the general meaning of the
verses.

e To recall the guiding principles that
can be learned from the verses.
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Preparation
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Since loving and respecting the Quran helps us understand it more, how
can we increase our love for the Quran?
G J

The Objective of the Sura

The main feature of this Sura is that it lays down the ethical rules and etiquette
that enable the Muslim society to get closer to God.
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1) Believers, do not put yourselves, your desires, or your will forward before the
will of God and His Messenger; but be conscious of God; God is All-Hearing,
Omniscient.

2) Believers, do not raise your voices above the voice of the Prophet, nor speak
aloud to him, as you may speak aloud to one another, lest your deeds be rendered
fruitless while you do not perceive.

3) Those who lower their voices in the presence of the Messenger of God- God has
tested their hearts for piety. Theirs will be forgiveness and immense reward.

4) Indeed, those who call out to you from behind the private apartments - most of
them lack understanding of etiquette and manners.

5) And if they had been patient till you (could) come out to them, it would have
been better for them; Allah is All-Forgiving, Giver of Mercy

L Iy
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General Meaning

These verses highlight the etiquette of addressing Allah and His Messenger (PBUH).
The Sura starts with an endearing call to the believers, “Believers, do not put
yourselves, your desires, or your will forward before the will of God and His
Messenger,; but be conscious of God; Allah is All-Hearing, Omniscient.” Qatadah (RA)
mentioned that some believers used to suggest topics which they thought the Qur'an
should address. Ibn Abbas (RA) said that this verse admonished the believers not to
disagree with the Qur'an or the prophetic tradition. This verse then outlined the
etiquette for speaking to God and His Messenger (PBUH). It outlined and established
the rules of receiving admonitions from God and His Messenger (PBUH). The
adherence to this etiquette reflected the degree of God consciousness that a believer
had. The believers were told not to suggest what should be revealed but accept the
Qur'an as it is revealed.

The second rule of the etiquette of speaking to the Prophet (PBUH) was the given,
"Believers, do not raise your voices above the voice of the Prophet, nor speak aloud to
him, as you may speak aloud to one another, lest your deeds be rendered fruitless
while you do not perceive.” The verse commanded the believers to address the
Prophet (PBUH) respectfully. Speaking to the Prophet (PBUH) disrespectfully may
cause their deeds to become worthless. The believers were quick to abide by these
rules. It has been narrated that Thabet ibn Qais (RA) was known for his loud voice.
When he heard this verse he thought he was doomed because he used to talk loudly
in the presence of the Messenger of Allah (PBUH). He was so stressed and
dismayed; he stayed home and refused to go to the Mosque. When the Messenger
(PBUH) missed him, he asked the other companions about the whereabouts of
Thabet (RA). They went to see Thabet (RA) and enquired about his absence, he told
them that he was afraid he was destined to Hell fire because he used to speak loudly
in the presence of the Messenger (PBUH). When the companions went back to tell
the Messenger of Allah (PBUH), he told them to go back and reassure Thabet
(RA) that this verse was not about him and that he has been destined to paradise.
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The verses continued to praise those who speak softly in the presence of the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH), "Those who lower their voices in the presence of the
Messenger of God- God has tested their hearts for piety. Theirs will be forgiveness and
immense reward.” God consciousness is a great gift from Allah. Allah bestows this
gift on those whom are deemed well deserving. The reward for showing respect to
the Prophet (PBUH) will be rewarded with forgiveness from Allah and will abide in
paradise.

The following verse narrates an event that occurred on the ninth year of Hijra, when
a delegation from the tribe of Tameem came to announce their acceptance of Islam.
They stood outside the Messenger’'s private apartments and started calling him,
asking that he should come out to meet them. This bothered the Messenger
(PBUH), “Indeed, those who call out to you from behind the private apartments - most
of them lack understanding.” The verse accused them of being lacking in
understanding. Then they were admonished to be more patient, “"And if they had
been patient till you (could) come out to them, it would have been better for them.”
It would have been better for them to have had patience. However, they were given
the opportunity to repent and ask for forgiveness, “God is All-Forgiving, Giver of
Mercy.”

o

Activity What is our responsibility towards the Prophet
(PBUH) in his life and after his death?
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What are the Lessons Gained from this Sura?

1) One should lower his voice while speaking to the Prophet.

2) One should respect the Prophet (PBUH) after his death by following his teachings.

3) The respect that one shows the Prophet (PBUH) is a measure of one’s strength of
faith.

4) Patience is a great trait.

Thought

It is narrated that Imam Malek ibn Anas used to prepare himself for the hadith
halagah which he used to give. He would wash up, dress nicely, and wear perfume
before he would start the halagah. This showed how much respect he had for the
hadith of the Prophet (PBUH). During the halagah, he would admonish the attendees
not to raise their voices. He told them that raising their voices during the study of the
Prophet’s (PBUH) hadith is just like raising one’s voice in the presence of the Prophet
(PBUH).

Scholars of the Exegesis (Tafseer) of Qur'an

Sa’eed ibn Jubayer ibn Hesham al-Asadi al-Kufi was an exegete. An exegete is a
scholar of the interpretation of the Qur'an (exegesis). In addition to being an exegete,
he was a scholar of Jurisprudence (figh), and Hadith. It is not known exactly when
he was born but he died in the year 95 of Hijra during the reign of al-Hajjaj ibn
Yosouf al-Thagafi.
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| AI Review

Write in your own words the meaning of the following verses.

The Meaning The Verse
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The Second Area Hadith

The Etiquette of Dealing with Muslims

B Ll ] (dwall Comple 4 Y Comg i @Saon i (o3 BB alll Jouy J1B

™
Anas (RA) narrated that the Prophet (PBUH) said, "No one of you
becomes a true believer until he loves for his brother what he
loves for himself.”

Learning Objectives

¢ To memorize the hadith.

e To recall the name of the narrator and
his biography.

¢ To explain the meaning of the hadith.

e To recognize the importance and virtue
of feeding people and greeting everyone.

N J

\
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MEMORIZE AND EXPLAIN

A person asked the Prophet (PBUH), “What are the best deeds that a Muslim should do?”

The Prophet (PBUH) said,
“To feed people, and to greet all people (those whom you know
and those whom you do not know).”

The Hadith’s Narrator

This hadith was narrated by a Companion of the Prophet (PBUH) known by the name
of "Abd Allah ibn '‘Amr ibn al-As. His name was al-'As, this literally means "the
disobedient.” The Prophet (PBUH) changed his name to ‘Abd Allah. He became a
Muslim and migrated to Medina in the year 7H. This was before his father, "Amr ibn
al-"As (RA), adopted Islam.

He was a modest man, he fasted and prayed by night very often. He narrated more
than seven hundred hadith, of these thirty-five are quoted by al-Bukhari and Muslim.
He died in Egypt in the year 65H.
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General Meaning of the Hadith

The Companions of the Prophet (PBUH) were keen on doing the good deeds which
please Allah. They used to ask the Prophet (PBUH) which of the deeds are most loved
by Allah. This hadith reflects the efforts of the Companions (RA) in seeking the
pleasure of Allah. The response of the Prophet (PBUH) summarized the good deeds
that are best loved by Allah: feeding the needy and greeting everyone. The first is a
good deed achieved by an action, while the second is a good deed achieved by speech.

Benefits of Feeding People

Feeding people, whether in the form of a charity for the poor and the needy or inviting
friends and relatives to a meal, has great effect on strengthening the sense of
brotherhood in the community. It creates an environment of love and compassion in
the society. In addition, it shows the commitment of Muslims to helping one another in
securing basic life requirements and needs.

Benefits of Greeting Everyone

Greeting people is a way of spreading security and safety in society. It is an indication
of the good will and intention of the person who is offering the greeting. It also creates
an environment of love and peace in the community.

The expression used by Muslims in their greetings, “Al-Salamu
Alaikum,” is a form of Douaa. It expresses the wish of the person
offering the greeting for the person who is receiving it to enjoy a
life of peace in the shade of Allah’s mercy and blessings.

It is also a covenant and promise that no harm will come from the
greeter to the one being greeted
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Lessons from the Hadith

[u—

The hadith lists two of the good traits that a Muslim should have.
The hadith outlines the rights that a Muslim owes his/her fellow Muslim.
It highlights the benefits of feeding and greeting people.

W N

It indicates that this etiquette should be used in dealing with all Muslims.

Enrichment

e Which is more appropriate: to use a common greeting then to say, “al-
Salamu alaikum” or to reverse the sequence?
e Would I gain a reward from Allah if I feed a needy person who happens to

be non-Muslim?

Etiquette

When a person
makes a phone call,
it is appropriate that

the person who is
calling starts by
greeting the recipient
and introduces him/
herself. She/he
should finish the call
by the greeting.
H N
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Explain the importance of the hadith and its effect on the Muslim society..

Knowledge and Action

Based on what I have learned, I will take the following initiative
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The Third Area

34

The Beautiful Names of Allah

And His Great Attributes
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Allah said, “"The most beautiful names belong to God.” (7: 180)

Learning Objectives

(e

~

To explain the concept of “belief in the
Beautiful Names and Great Attributes of
Allah”.

To recognize the importance of belief in
the Beautiful Names and Great
Attributes of Allah.

To recall the rules regarding the belief in
the Great Attributes of Allah. )




Preparation

By

99—
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— Fatima reads, "Ayat al-Kursi,” after she
finishes the prayer. Help Fatima to
identify the Beautiful Names of Allah
that have been listed in this Ayah.

&
Concepts

The belief in the Beautiful Names and Great Attributes of Allah is to confirm
the Beautiful Names and Great Attributes of Allah which He attributed to
Himself in His Book and in the teachings of the Prophet (PBUH). These
names and attributes have their unique meaning when they are attributed to
Allah. This meaning is not shared with any of His creatures.

The Importance of the Belief in the Beautiful Names and Great Attributes
of Allah

The belief in the Beautiful Names and Great Attributes of Allah enhances the
faith of the believer. Recognizing the unique attributes of Allah brings us
closer to Him and strengthens our faith.

Memorizing and calling Allah by these names opens a door to paradise for
Muslims. The Prophet (PBUH) said, "Allah has ninety-nine Names, one
hundred less one, whoever memorizes them will enter paradise.”

Memorizing The Beautiful Names of Allah

In addition to knowing them by heart, memorizing the Beautiful Names of
Allah implies the following actions:

. One should use the Names in worshipping Allah.

2. One should understand the meanings of the Names.

3. One should perform the qualities indicated by the Names.
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Rules Regarding the Belief in the Great Attributes of Allah

1) The attributes of Allah are all attributes of perfection. They are not
tainted by any shadow of imperfection.

2) The attributes of Allah are limitless.

3) The attributes are two types: attributes which Allah confirmed for
Himself, and attributes which Allah disavowed for Himself.

4) The attributes which Allah confirmed for Himself are attributes of
perfection e.g. He is Omniscient, He is the All-Hearing, and His power is
limitless.

5) The attributes which Allah disavowed for Himself are attributes of
imperfection e.g. Allah does not sleep ever, He does not get tired ever,
and He does not die ever.

The attributes of Allah are unique to Him, they are not shared with any of
His creatures. We may understand the common meaning of these attributes
but when applied to Allah they have their own special and unique meaning.

o

ACtiVity Mention two attributes for Allah, one which He confirmed
for Himself and another which He disavowed for Himself.

Attributes

for Allah
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Explain the concept of “belief in the Names and Attributes of Allah™.

Knowledge and Action

Based on what I have learned, I will take the following initiative
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The Fourth Area

Islamic Figh (Understanding Islamic Law)

38

Wiping over a Cast
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Allah said, “Allah does not wish to place any burden on you, He

only wishes to cleanse you and perfect His blessings on you, so that

you may be thankful.” (5:6)

Learning Objectives

e To explain the concept of a cast. R

¢ To explain the ruling regarding wiping
over a cast.

e To explain the details of how to wipe
on a cast.

¢ To compare between wiping over the
slippers or socks and the wiping over a

\_ cast. /




Preparation
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Review the images below and answer the following questions:
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e What is your feeling towards wounded people in the pictures?

¢ Do you think a broken arm warrants exemption of some obligatory cleansing
requirements for its owner?

e Do you think a broken leg warrants an exemption from attending a sports class?

e What is the exemption that each one of the people shown in the picture should be
allowed to have?

Divisions of

Jurisprudence (Figh)

"2 I I I I
Rituals Financial Law Family and Statutes Law Criminal Law Conflict and Judicial Law
v | |
Purity Prayer Zakat = e
Waters Ablution Tayammum Misc.
The method of

Wudu

Wiping over fabrics

—  Slippers

— Turban

— Casts
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What is a Cast

A cast is a bandage that is wrapped around the broken body parts to allow
it to heal properly.

The Ruling Regarding Wiping over a Cast L Y,

It is allowable to wipe over a cast during performing Wudu, if it is difficult to remove the cast to wipe

the broken members. Also, if removing the cast will pose a health hazard to the person, one is allowed to
wipe over it.

How to Wipe over a Cast

e Itisonly allowable to wipe over the body part that is covered by the cast.
e Wiping should include the whole cast, not only the upper part as in the case of slippers or socks.

Comparison between Wiping over a Cast and Wiping over socks
Wiping over a cast is similar to wiping over slippers in two aspects;

1. Each of them is a replacement for washing a body part.
2. Each of them is performed over a barrier between the water and the body part.

However, there are differences which can be seen from the following Table:

The slippers/socks The cast

The state of the
body part before One should have Wudu at the

The state of Wudu is not

putting the cast or time of putting on the slippers/ required at the time of putting
the slippers on it socks on the cast
The duration for the One can continue to wipe over the There is no time limit for the
validity of the Wudu slippers/socks for a period of three ssibility of wipi
after the winin days for the traveler and one day for (il N ENLNG (O vl glntg R
ping the person who is not travelling the cast
The Purification act Wiping over the slipper/ It is permissible to wipe over the
intended socks can be done only in cast when performing Wudu and
case of performing Wudu. purificatory wash (Ghusl)

Wiping is done only over

The way the wiping
is done the upper part of the

slippers/socks

Wiping is done over the
whole cast
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Activity

Reflect on how difficult it would be if we were not
awarded the exemption of wiping over the cast.

o

ACtiVity Conside.r the following cases and suggest an
appropriate answer:

I. A person whose arm was broken in an accident. The doctor
wrapped a cast around his arm. How can he perform a
Purificatory Wash?

2. A person who was hurt in a fire. His body sustained
extensive burns. How can he perform Wudu and
Purificatory Wash?

3. A person was wounded in an accident, however, the wound
was not bandaged. How can he perform Wudu?

41



Explain the concept of wiping over a cast.

Knowledge and Action

Based on what I have learned, I will take the following initiative
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Islamic Figh (Understanding Islamic Law) The Fourth Area

The Etiquette of Physical Hygiene
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Allah said, "This is the initial natural disposition which
Allah instilled in people.” (30: 30)

Learning Objectives
4 N

e To recognize some traditions regarding
rules of body care.
¢ To explain the concept of body care.
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Preparation
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e What do you think of the people in the images?
e Do you think that the people in the pictures are keen on their physical hygiene?

. y,

Introduction

Islam is a religion which is aligned to the initial natural disposition of the human being. Many of
the Islamic rules support and nurture the initial natural disposition of the human being. Islam
urges Muslims to maintain high levels of both physical and spiritual hygiene.

The Prophet (PBUH) taught us how to maintain a high level of body care. Abu Hurairah (RA)
narrated that the Prophet (PBUH) said, "Body care dictated by the initial natural disposition
involves five things. These are circumcision, removing the body hair around the private parts,
removing the underarms hair, clipping the moustache, and trimming fingernails and toenails.”

Some Habits to Maintain Body Care
1. Brushing Teeth g
2. Trimming the fingernails and the toenails. o o
3. Clipping the moustache. ACthlty
4. Removing the underarms hair. Explain the concept of the
5. Circumcision. maintaining a high level of
6. Removing the hair around the private parts body care as dictated by Islam.
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Discuss and explain the rules regarding maintaining a high level of body care.

Knowledge and Action

Based on what I have learned, I will take the following initiative
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The Fourth Area Islamic Figh (Understanding Islamic Law)

Friday Prayer
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Abu Hurairah (RA) narrated that the Prophet (PBUH) said, "The
five prayers and Friday prayers atone for minor sins
committed in between, providing that no major sin has been
committed.” 4

Learning Objectives

4 ¢ To explain the Figh Rulings regarding h

Friday prayer

e The to explain the rationale behind
performing Friday prayer

e The identify the conditions of the
validity of Friday prayer

¢ To explain the recommended rituals

Y associated with Friday prayer
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Preparation
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e What day of the week do these pictures remind you of?
e What is the significance of this day?

\_ J

Introduction

Each of the monotheistic religions has a Holy day. The Christians celebrate their Holy day on
Sunday, while the Jews celebrate their day on Saturday.

Friday is the Holy day for Muslims. The Prophet (PBUH) said, “The best day on which sun arises is
Friday. Adam (PBUH) was created on a Friday,; he was admitted to Paradise on a Friday,; and he was
driven out of Paradise on a Friday. The Day of Resurrection will be on a Friday.”

According to the hadith, each Friday, there is a time during which Allah will accept the Douaa of
Muslims.

Figh Ruling Regarding Friday Prayer

Friday prayer is an obligatory duty for each and every adult, free, male Muslim, who is not
travelling and is in his full mental capacity.

The Rationale Behind Performing Friday Prayer

Friday prayer is a ritual which reflects the absolute submission and total obedience of Muslims
to Allah. Listening to Khutba provides learning experience for Muslims. It is a show of the unity
of the community. It provides leadership and direction for the Muslim community.
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Conditions for the Validity of Friday Prayer

1. It should be done within the specific time frame dedicated for the prayer.

2. It should be done for a congregation of people on whom it is considered an obligatory duty.

3. The congregation should at least consist of three people. (There are other opinions that
require higher numbers)

4. The prayer should be preceded by two Khutbas.

Recommended Rituals Associated with Friday Prayer
It is recommended to perform the following rituals on Fridays:

Reciting Surat al-Kahf.

Sending peace and greetings on the Prophet (PBUH) many times.

Having a Purificatory Wash (Ghusl) and performing the duties of body care.
Wearing nice clothes and perfume.

Going to the Mosque early.

v W N

The Khutba
The Khutba should include the following elements:

I. Praising Allah (al-Hamdullilah)

2. Sending peace and greetings on the Prophet (PBUH) (allahum sally ‘ala Muhammad)
3. Reciting at least one verse from the Qur'an.

4. Delivering a beneficial sermon.

It is recommended that Muslims go early to the Mosque on Fridays. The Prophet (PBUH) said
that Allah’s reward will commensurate with how early their arrival at the Mosque will be.

It is also prohibited to speak or to be distracted away from listening to the Khutba. Even saying
to your friend, “listen,” is not permitted.
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Explain the Figh Ruling regarding Friday prayer

Knowledge and Action

Based on what I have learned, I will take the following initiative
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The Fifth Area Seerah (The Tradition of the Prophet (PBUH))

¥ The Story of Prophet Shu’aib (PBUH)
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Allah said, "To the people of Madyan (We sent) their brother
Shu’aib. He said, "My people, serve God, and look forward to the
Last Day, and do not spread corruption in the land.” (29: 36)

Learning Objectives

4 )

e To recall the basic features of the
transgression of the People of Madyan.

e To recall the outline of the Message of
Shu’aib (PBUH).

e To recall the story of the destruction of
the People of Madyan.
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Preparation

(o]
99—
— Prophet Shu'aib (PBUH) was mentioned eleven times in the Qur'an.
Find out how many times Prophet Shu’aib (PBUH) was mentioned in each of the
following Suras:
AlAraf | Hud | .. Al-Shuraa | Al-"Ankabut |
\ J

The Rationale Behind Performing Friday Prayer

Allah sent three Prophets to different Arabic tribes, Hud, Saleh, and Shu’aib (PBUT). Prophet
Shu’aib (PBUH) was sent to the people of Madyan. Madyan is bounded from the south by the tip
of the Gulf of "Agaba and from the north by the south of Palestine.

They did not believe in Allah. They used to worship a Thicket (a dense group of trees).

The Basic Features of the Transgression of the People of Madyan

1. They were aggressive in declaring their disbelief.
2. They were practicing high way robbery and terrorizing people.
3. They had unfair business practices. They would cheat in their buying and selling.

The Message of Shu’aib (PBUH)

Allah sent Shu’aib (PBUH) to convince the people of Madyan to abandon their disbelief and
transgression. Shu’aib (PBUH) said to them, "My people, serve God. You have no other deity but
Him. Now has come to you a clear sign from your Lord. Give just measure and weight and do not
withhold from people the things that are their due; and do no mischief in the land after it has been
set in order. That will be best for you, if you are believers. Do not lurk on every road to threaten
(wayfarers), and to turn away from God’s path him who believes in Him, seeking to make it
crooked.” (8: 85-86)

The message had three components. First, he asked them to abandon their idolatry and worship
Allah alone. Second, they should maintain fair business practices. Third, they should not spread
corruption in the land by robbing people and terrorizing them.

Although, Shu’aib (PBUH) was an eloquent speaker and he argued with his people in a logical
and convincing ways, only few followed him and accepted his Message.
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The Story of the Destruction of the People of Madyan

When it became clear that no more people from Madyan would accept Shu’aib’s (PBUH) message,
Allah sent a blast over them which destroyed them completely.

The Qur'an describes the story briefly, “The companions of the thicket rejected the messengers.
When, Shu’aib said to them, "Will you not be conscious of God? I am a faithful messenger sent to
you. So be conscious of God and obey me. I do not ask you for a reward. My reward is only from the
Lord of the Worlds. Give just measure, and do not be of those who cause loss. And weigh using just
scales. Do not deprive people of what is theirs. And do not spread mischief in the land. And fear Him
who created you and (who created) the generations before (you).” They said, “You are only one of
those bewitched. You are no more than a mortal like us, and indeed we think you are a liar. Let a
piece of the sky to fall on us, if you are truthful.” He said, "My Lord knows best what you do.” But
they rejected him. Then the torment of the Day of the Shadow seized them, and that was the
torment of a grievous day. Verily in that is a sign, but most of them do not believe. And verily your
Lord is the Eminent, the Giver of Mercy.” (26: 176 - 191)

A Lesson

One of the lessons that we learn from this story is the gravity of. There are grievous consequences
of cheating. Some of these consequences are

1. People who are cheated feel that they treated unjustly.

2. Allah will deprive the cheater of His blessings.

3. The cheater will be punished in the Hereafter.
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Summarize the lesson.
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The Fifth Area Seerah (The Tradition of the Prophet (PBUH))

The Battle of Khaybar (The 7th. Year Hijri)
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Allah said, “"God was well pleased with the believers when they
swore allegiance to you under the tree, and He knew what was in

their hearts, and He sent down tranquility on them, and has

rewarded them with an imminent victory.” (48: 18)

L Iy

Learning Objectives

[ e To explain the reasons for the battle.

e To recall the details of the battle.

e To recall the details of the agreement
between the Muslims and the Jews.

¢ To highlight some of the major events
and lessons that can be learned from
this battle.

- /
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Preparation
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A summary of the battles of the Prophet (PBUH)
Hijri Date 2nd. Year 3rd. Year 4th. Year 5th. Year 6th. Year | 7th. Year
The Battle of
The Battle of Badr The Banu al-Mustalag . The : The
The Battle Battle of greemen
Battle The %Zttileuo??»anu of Uhud Banu al- The Battle of al- Of_ iitatlﬁai
ynuq Nadir Ahzab Hudaybiyyah| "1
_J

The Reasons for the Battle

Banu al-Nadir conspired with Quraish to launch the attack of al-Ahzab (The Confederates) against
the Muslims of Medina in the 5th year of Hijra. They worked very hard to convince the tribe of
Banu Quraizah to break their agreement with the Muslims of Medina and to ally themselves with
Quraish and the Confederates. They continued to conspire with other tribes against the Muslims.
Their presence in Khaybar posed a continuous threat to the Muslims in Medina.

After concluding the agreement of Hudaybiyyah in the 6th year of Hijra, the Prophet (PBUH)
decided that it was the time to stop the threat coming from Khyabar.

The Battle

When the Muslim army reached the outskirts of Khyabar, they set camp in a valley called the
Valley of al-Ragie’. This was a strategic location because it cut the supply route between Khyabar
and their allies, the tribe of Ghatfan. The Prophet (PBUH) made supplication to Allah and in the
morning, the Muslims prayed Fajr.
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When the Jews of Khaybar came out of their forts to go to their farmland, they discovered the
presence of the Muslim army. The following day, the Prophet (PBUH) decided to start the attack
on the forts of Khaybar. He gave "Ali ibn Abi Taleb (RA) the banner of the army and appointed
him on the army. The Prophet (PBUH) commanded 'Ali (RA) not to attack the forts if the Jews of
Khaybar chose to enter into the fold of Islam or enter into a covenant with the Muslims that would
guarantee their loyalty.

The Muslims started the attack on the most fortified fort of Khaybar, a fort called “"Na'im.” The
Muslims were able to conquer the fort. The other forts fell one by one in the hands of the Muslims.
Saffiyah bint Hayy bin Akhtab (RA) was one of the women who were captured. The Prophet
(PBUH) freed Saffiyah (RA) and married her, as a result of this marriage all those who were
captured were freed.

The Peace Agreement between the Muslims and the Jews of Khaybar

The people of Khaybar requested that they would be allowed to stay in their land to plant it. They
proposed that they would share the produce with the Muslims. The Prophet (PBUH) agreed to
allowing them to stay.

The Consequences of the Battle of Khaybar

1. When the Jewish tribes in Fadak and Taymai saw how the Muslims conquered Khyabar, they
came to the conclusion that it was wise to have a peace agreement with the Muslims. The
peace agreements gave the Jews the right to live in peace but they had to pay the Muslims
tax for protection and loyalty.

2. The Conquest of Khaybar was a lesson for the hypocrites and the Pagans of Mecca. They
realized that the Muslims became a major power in the Arabian Peninsula.
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Write down ten sentences about the Battle of Khaybar

The Battle of Khaybar

A
2 T
3 B
A oo o T
S 10

Knowledge and Action

Based on what I have learned, I will take the following initiative
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The Sixth Area

Islamic Manners and Etiquette

Islamic Character: Loyalty
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Allah said, "Nay, whoever fulfills his promise and is conscious of

God, then surely God loves those who are conscious of Him.” (3: 76)

Learning Objectives
4 N

o To recognize the concept and virtue of
loyalty.

e To recognize the means to acquire the
character of loyalty.

e To recognize the importance of
loyalty.
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Preparation
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Islam has urged Muslims to strengthen the ties of love and compassion among
the members of the community. Two of the characters which help Muslims in
this regard are: ..o
. J

The Concept and Virtues of Loyalty

Loyalty is a strong feeling of support or allegiance to a person or a principle. Loyalty is the
character which drives human beings to fulfil their obligations and promises, and to honor their
commitments. Muslims have obligations towards Allah and obligations towards people.

Loyalty is one of the characters that Allah praises in the Qur'an and urges Muslims to acquire.
Allah commanded Muslims to fulfil their obligations, promises, and to respect their commitments.
He promised great reward for those who fulfil His commands.

The Means to Acquire the Character of Loyalty:

. Honoring commitments requires a strong will.

2. Good companionship reminds the Muslim of his/her obligations and the necessity to fulfil
them.

3. One should continuously remember the promises he/she made.

4. One should remember that being disloyal is a trait of the hypocrites.

An Example from the Prophet (PBUH)

The Prophet (PBUH) married Khadija (RA) before becoming a prophet. She loved him, was the
first woman to believe in him; and she supported him in his mission. After her death, the
prophet (PBUH) remained loyal to her memory. He used to treat her friends and family nicely
and he used to remember the good deeds she did. He stayed in love with her until the day he
died 13 years later.
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An Example from the Companions (RA)

‘Awf ibn Malek (RA) narrated that he was in a group with the Prophet (PBUH). The Prophet
(PBUH) asked them to pledge their allegiance to him. The Prophet (PBUH) said, “Give me your
oath of allegiance that you worship Allah only and do not associate anyone with Him, you pray
five times every day, and you listen and obey.” He then said, "And do not ask people for help.”
They pledged their allegiance as requested. "Awf (RA) said, "I have watched these people fulfil
their commitment to the extent that if any one of them accidentally drops his whip while riding
his camel, he would rather dismount to pick up his whip rather than asking anyone to pick it up
for him.”

One of the best examples of honoring the commitment was given by the Companions from the
Ansar, who fulfilled their commitment to the Prophet (PBUH) and to Islam throughout their
lives.

o

ACthlty Cite an example of loyalty.

Importance of Loyalty

I. Loyalty breeds God consciousness. The Qur'an says, “And remember when We took your
covenant and We caused the mount to tower above you, (Saying), "Hold fast to what We
have given you and remember that which is therein so that you become conscious of
God.”” (2: 63)

2. Allah promised those who honor their commitments a great reward, “IWhosoever keeps his
covenant with God, God will bestow on him immense reward.” (48: 10)

3. Allah promised that He will fulfill His commitment to those who fulfill their commitments.
Allah’s commitment is to admit them to Paradise, “Children of Israel, remember the
(special) favor which I bestowed upon you, and fulfill your covenant with Me as I fulfill My
Covenant with you, and fear none but Me.” (2: 40)

4. A culture which promotes fulfilment of obligations creates an environment of trust and
honor in the society. It will strengthen the ties between people in the society.
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Disloyalty promotes hatred and hypocrisy in the society. The Prophet (PBUH) warned us from
hypocrisy. The hypocrites are destined to the lowest rank in hellfire.

o

Activity

The Prophet (PBUH) said, “There are three signs for a hypocrite:
He speaks lies; he breaks the promise; and he betrays the trust.”
Write down the traits which a Muslim should endeavor to have.
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Summarize the lesson.

Knowledge and Action

Based on what I have learned, I will take the following initiative
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The First Area

Noble Qur'an and its Sciences Tajweed

Rules for Tajweed: Rules for Lam

Learning Objectives

4 I

e To recall the rules for the soft Lam.
o To recall the rules for pronunciation
of the Lam in the word, "Allah.”
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Preparation

S
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99—
Pronounce the following words and notice how the word, “Allah” is pronounced.

(Al agd) (Al ST - ¥ (Al Al) (Al Jiad) -

The Rule for the Soft Lam

The rule that a Lam with a movement is always pronounced soft. The movement

can be fatha, kassrah, or dummah.

Examples: (Rei13aD)  (3) (s

The Rules for the Pronunciation of the Lam in the Word,
"Allah”

. The Lam is pronounced soft if the word Allah is preceded by a letter having

kassrah.
2. The Lam is pronounced full if the word Allah is preceded by a letter having

fatha or dammabh.
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ACtiVity Show the rule for pronouncing the lam in the word
Allah in the following cases:

Why? The Rule The Word

(1 5

(all 3:;>
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The First Area

Recitation Noble Qur’an and its Sciences

Recitation of Surat Al-Kahf

Verses (27 - 44)

%L&L@\f-y;gﬂ)bu&(@;\:/‘ 2o ¥ ot i g1
[4:agsSI]

"Or did you think that the Companions of the Cave and of the

Inscription were unique and unrepeated amongst our signs?” (18: 9)

Learning Objectives

4 )

e To recite correctly Surat Al-Kahf,
verses 27 to 44.

¢ To explain the meaning of the
difficult words.
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The Objective of the story

Wealth and money are means to fulfil our purposes of worshiping Allah on this
earth. They shouldn’'t be used as reasons for becoming arrogant and selfish.
Wealth, also, should not cause us to question our relationship with Allah.
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(27) And recite that which has been revealed to you of the Book of your Lord. None
can change His words, and you will not a refuge other than Him.

(28) And stay patiently with those who call on their Lord morning and evening,
seeking His Face; and let not your eyes pass beyond them, seeking the pomp and
glitter of this Life; nor obey any whose heart We have made heedless of Our
remembrance, who follows his own whim and whose affair is ever in neglect.
(29) And Say, "The truth is from your Lord.” Then whosoever will, let him believe,
and whosoever will, let him disbelieve. We have prepared for the disbelievers Fire. Its
tent encloses them. If they ask for showers, they will be showered with water like
molten lead which burns the faces, evil the drink and ill the resting-place
(30) As to those who believe and do good deeds, verily We shall not waste the reward
of any who does a good deed.

(31) For them will be Gardens of Eden; beneath them rivers will flow; they will be
adorned therein with bracelets of gold, and they will wear green garments of fine silk
and heavy brocade. They will recline therein on raised thrones. Excellent is the
recompense and good is the resting place.

(32) Set forth to them the parable of two men. For one of them We provided two
gardens of grape-vines and surrounded them with date palms; in between the two We
placed corn-fields.

(33) Each of those gardens brought forth its produce, and failed not in the least
therein. In the midst of them We caused a river to flow.

(34) (Abundant) was the produce this man had. He said to his companion, in the
course of a mutual argument, "I have more wealth, honour, and power than you.”

(35) And he went into his garden, while he (thus) wronged himself. He said, ”I think
not that all this will ever perish.”

(36) I do not think that the Hour will ever come, and if indeed I am brought back to
my Lord I will most certainly find better than this as a resort.

(37) His companion said to him, in the course of the argument with him, "Did you
reject Him who created you out of dust, then out of a sperm-drop, then fashioned you
into a man?

(38) But He is God, my Lord, and I do not associate anyone with my Lord.

(39) If only, when you entered your garden, you had said, “That which God wills (will
come to pass.) There is no strength save that given by God. Though you see me as less
than you in wealth and children,

(40) Yet it may be that my Lord will give me better than your garden, and will send
on it a bolt from the sky, and some morning it will be a smooth ground without plants;
(41) Or the water of the garden will run off underground so that you will never be able
to find it.”
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(42) So his fruits were destroyed, and he remained twisting and turning his hands
over what he had spent on his property, which had (now) tumbled to pieces to its
very foundations, and he could only say, "I wish I had not associated partners with
my Lord.”

(43) And he had no one to help him against God, nor could he save himself.
(44) The only protection comes from the True God, He provides the best reward, and
guarantees the best outcome.
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The First Area

Noble Qur'an and its Sciences

Memorization

Memorization of Surat Al-Qalam (The Pen)

[V §506505 0 Db 0 Il JB

Allah said, “Noon. By the pen and that which they write and
document.” (68:1)

Learning Objectives

4 N

o To memorize Surat al-Qlam.
¢ To explain the overall meaning of
the Sura.
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Preparation

After having memorized a number of verses from the Qur'an, which one of the

following should we do to strengthen our memorization?
Write down the verses.
Keep repeating the verses in recitation.

Listen to the verses being recited.

O000

Understand the meaning of the verses.
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(1) Nun. By the pen and that which they write.

(2) By the grace of your Lord you are not mad.

(3) And most surely you will have a never-ending reward.

(4) And you are of a great moral character.

(5) And you will see and they will see

(6) Which of you is afflicted with madness.

(7) Indeed, your Lord knows best who has strayed from His path; and He knows
best those who are guided.

(8) Therefore, do not be like the ones who reject what they know to be the truth.

(9) They wish that you would compromise, that they may compromise.

(10) Do not follow any contemptible swearer,

(11) A slanderer, going about with calumnies,

(12) Hinderer of good, transgressor, and sinful;

(13) Cruel above all of this, an imposter;

(14) Because he is a possessor of wealth and children.

(15) When Our revelations are recited to him, he says, "Mere fables of old ages.”
(16)We shall brand him on the nose.

(17) Indeed, We have tried them as We tried the people of the garden, when they
vowed that they would harvest its fruits the next morning,

(18) And made no allowance (for the will of God);

(19) Then there came on the (garden) a visitation from your Lord, (which swept
away) all around, while they were asleep.

(20) So the (garden) became, by the morning, like a dark and desolate spot, (whose
fruits had been gathered).

(21) As the morning broke they called out, one to another,

(22) Saying, "Go early to your field if you are you going to harvest (the fruits).”
(23) So they went off, saying one to another in low tones,

(24) "No needy man shall enter it today.”

(25) And in the morning they went, bent on their purpose.

(26) But when they saw the (garden), they said, “We have surely lost our way.

(27) No, indeed we have been deprived.”

(28) The best among them said, "I said to you, "Why you do not glorify (God)?"”
(29) They said, "Glory to our Lord. Verily we have been wrongdoers.”

(30) Then they turned, one against another, in reproach.

(31) They said, “Alas for us, we have indeed transgressed.

(32) It may be that our Lord will give us in exchange a better (garden) than this; for
we do turn to Him (in repentance.)”

(33) Such was the punishment. And verily the punishment of the Hereafter is
greater if they did but know.
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(34) Verily, for those who remain conscious of God are Gardens of bliss with their
Lord.

(35) Shall We then treat those who submit as the guilty?

(36) What is the matter with you? How do you judge?

(37) Or do you have a Scripture, from which you learn,

(38) That you shall indeed have all that you choose?

(39) Or do you have a covenant on oath from Us, reaching to the Day of Judgment,
that you shall have whatever you shall demand?

(40) Ask them, which of them will vouch for that?

(41) Or do they have other gods? Then let them bring their other gods if they are
truthful.

(42) On the day when the shin will be exposed, and they will be invited to prostrate,
but they will be unable.

(43) Their eyes will be downcast; ignominy will cover them. And they used to be
invited to prostration while they were sound.

(44) Leave Me (to deal) with those who reject this statement. We shall lead them on
by steps from where they do not know.

(45) I will grant them respite, truly My plan is firm.

(46) Or do you ask them for a reward, so that they are burdened with debt?

(47) Or do they have (knowledge) of the unseen, so they can write it down?

(48) So wait with patience for the command of your Lord, and be not like the
companion of the fish, when he cried out in agony.

(49) Had not the grace from his Lord reached him, he would indeed have been cast
off on the naked shore, in disgrace.

(50) But his Lord chose him and placed him among the righteous.

(51) And indeed, those who disbelieve would almost smite you with their eyes when
they hear the reminder, and they say, “Most surely he is mad.”

(52) But it is only a reminder to the worlds.

L]

IMNlumination

This Sura emphasizes good
character. It speaks of the
ethical code in Islam and the

moral compass we should live

by.
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The First Area

Noble Qur'an and its Sciences

77

Avoiding Suspicion

Surat Al-Hujurat (The Rooms) Verses 6-10 J
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“Indeed, those who call out to you from behind the private
apartments - most of them lack understanding of etiquette and

manners.” (49: 4)

Learning Objectives

4 I

e To explain the general meaning
of the verses.

o To extract the lessons that can
be learned from the verses.




Preparation
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U_ Ibn Qudamah Said, “When you recite the Qur'an, you should know that it is not the
word of a human being, one should feel the presence and the greatness of Allah and
reflect on His words. You should know that the main objective behind the recitation
is to reflect.”
Extract a rule from this saying which can help you to reflect better on the Qur'an.
\ _J

The Objective of the Sura

One can learn two main features from reading this Sura. The first feature is that
it lays down the ethical rules that enable a society that strives to get closer to
God and deserves to belong to God, to be established. This is a society whose
members enjoy the purity of hearts, the cleanliness of feelings, and the chastity
of senses. The second feature of the Sura is that it exhibits the unrelenting effort
of the Quran to establish and train a community of believers which represents
such a society.
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(6) Believers, if a transgressing person comes to you with any news, ascertain the
truth, lest you harm people unwittingly, and you would become regretful for what
you have done.

(7) And know that among you is God’s Messenger. If he were to obey you in much of
the matters, you would certainly be in trouble; but God has endeared the faith to you
and has beautified it in your hearts, and has made disbelief and lewdness and
rebellion hateful to you. Such are they who are the rightly guided.

(8) (It is) a bounty and a grace from God; and God is Omniscient, Wise.

(9) And if two parties among the believers fall into a fight, make peace between
them; but if one of them transgresses beyond bounds against the other, then fight
you (all) against the one that transgresses until it complies with the command of
God. And if it complies, then make peace between them with justice, and be fair. God
loves those who are fair (and just).

(10) The believers are but a single brotherhood. So make peace and reconciliation
between your two (contending) brothers; and be conscious of God, that you may
receive mercy.

General Meaning

"Believers, if a transgressing person comes to you with any news, ascertain the truth,
lest you harm people unwittingly, and you would become regretful for what you have
done.” One should ascertain the veracity of news before acting upon it. This verse
refers to an incident, when the Messenger of God (PBUH) sent Al-Waleed ibn U'gbah
(RA) to collect the poor-due from the tribe of Bani Al-Mustalq. When Al-Waleed
approached their town he saw a gathering on the outskirts of the town. He thought
that they were waiting to ambush him, so he escaped back to the Messenger (PBUH)
to tell him of what he thought was the treason of Bani Al-Mustalag. The Messenger
(PBUH) sent Khaled ibn Al-Waleed (RA) to ascertain and verify the news that Al-
Waleed brought. The Messenger (PBUH) advised Khaled to be careful in assessing
the situation, and not to enter the town by night but to wait till the morning. That
way if he heard the Fajr athan he would know that AL-Waleed made a mistake.
Khaled came back with the good news that Al-Waleed was mistaken in assessing
the situation. However, the verse establishes a fundamental principle in
ascertaining facts before reacting to any given situation in a way that may cause
regret later.
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The believers were then reminded that the Messenger of God (PBUH) always acted
according to God’s revelation. They should not harass him to follow their opinions,
"And know that among you is God’s Messenger. If he were to obey you in much of the
matters, you would certainly be in trouble; but God has endeared the faith to you and
has beautified it in your hearts, and has made disbelief and lewdness and rebellion
hateful to you. Such are they who are the rightly guided. (It is) a bounty and a grace
from God, and God is Omniscient, Wise” The verse reminded them of the blessings
that God has bestowed on them. They should then submit to God and be satisfied
with His decrees and accept His verdicts.

Another fundamental principle that the sura established deals with how to settle
disputes between two contending Muslim groups, "And if two parties among the
believers fall into a fight, make peace between them, but if one of them transgresses
beyond bounds against the other, then fight you (all) against the one that transgresses
until it complies with the command of God. And if it complies, then make peace
between them with justice, and be fair. God loves those who are fair (and just). The
believers are but a single brotherhood. So make peace and reconciliation between your
two (contending) brothers; and be conscious of God, that you may receive mercy.” This
verse may have been revealed to deal with a specific event but it establishes a
general principle. It stipulates that a disagreement may arise between two Muslim
groups as a result of an injustice inflicted by one group on another. This
disagreement may develop into conflict between the two groups. Muslims are obliged
to mediate between the two groups to stop the conflict and establish peace. If one of
the groups refuses to come to peaceful terms and continue its transgression against
the other group, then the other Muslims are obliged to fight the transgressors until
they listen to the voice of reason and accept God’s rules. The verse establishes the
principle that in settling these disputes, Muslims should refer to God’s law and
should practice equity and objectivity. During any conflict, Muslims should
remember that they share a single bond of brotherhood. They should always remain
conscious of God. This is the way to gain God’s mercy.
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Lessons from the Sura

One should ascertain the veracity of anything being said before taking action.
One should endeavor to strengthen brotherhood among Muslims.

One should try to mend the affairs between people if a conflict arises.

One should follow the rules and injunctions of Islam in forming an opinion.

A w N

Reflection

Verse 7 indicates that whenever Allah loves a human being, He will make him love faith.

Scholars of Exegesis

Al-Hassan Al-Basri
Al-Hassan al-Basri was a prominent Imam in the city of Basrah in Iraq. He memorized
the Qur'an when he was twelve years old. He studied the exegesis of the Qur'an and

was taught by a number of the Companions (RA) among them ‘Othman ibn "Affan
(RA). He died in year 110 H.

| AI Review

Write in your own words the meaning of the following verses.
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The Acceptance of
Supplication (Dou’aa)
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Allah said, “"When My servants ask you concerning Me, I am
indeed close (to them). I respond to the call of him who calls,
whenever he calls on Me.” (7:180)

s . . B

¢ To memorize the hadith.

¢ To recognize the name of the narrator
and his biography.

o To explain the general meaning of the
hadith.

e To summarize the lessons to be learned
from the hadith.

N\ J
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Preparation
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Do you know what people are in most need of? It is something that is the refuge
for the week and oppressed; the means for acquiring the blessings of Allah; the
protection form Allah’s punishment. It is the most beneficial medicine and it is the
enemy of adversity.
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MEMORIZE AND EXPLAIN

The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said

“Indeed, Allah the Almighty is All-Pure and accepts only that which is good and pure. And
verily Allah has commanded the believers to do that which He has commanded the Messengers.
So the Almighty has said, 'O (you) Messengers! Eat of the good and lawful food, and perform
righteous deeds.” [23:51] and the Almighty has said, 'O you who believe! Eat of the lawful
things that We have provided for you.” [2:172]” Then he (PBUH) mentioned [the case] of a man
who, having journeyed far, is disheveled and dusty, and who spreads out his hands to the sky
saying "0 Lord! O Lord!” while his food is unlawful, his drink is unlawful, his clothing is
unlawful, and he has been nourished with unlawful food, so how can [his supplication] be

answered?
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Supplication
To ask Allah humbly for something.
The General Meaning of the Hadith

The hadith highlights the things one should do to ensure that Allah will listen to
his/her supplication. The hadith outlines the requisites for uttering a supplication
that Allah would accept. The hadith indicates that there are two requisites for an
accepted supplication. The first is to ensure that the person eats only which is
deemed lawful by Allah. The second requisite is to do righteous deeds.

Saying Allah is pure, implies that Allah is perfect. His speech is perfect and his
actions are perfect. He is the only One who deserves to be worshipped.

He accepts from His servants all things, whether deeds or speech, which are
lawful.

The hadith then gives the essence of the requisites of an acceptable supplication in
a realistic example of the person who does everything wrong and still expects his
supplication to be accepted by Allah.

The Etiquette of Making Supplications

. One should feel that he/she is in the presence of Allah. He should be fully
focused on his/her supplication.

2. One should be sincere in making the supplication.
3. It is recommended that one faces the Qibla while making supplication.

4. One should start the supplication by praising Allah and sending greetings to
the Prophet (PBUH).

5. It is recommended to raise one’s hands.
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Acceptable Supplication
1) One should be conscious of Allah in what he/she does.
2) One should seek only lawful food.

3) One should believe in his heart that Allah will accept the supplication and
should keep repeating the supplication.

4) Allah acceptance of supplication comes in different forms:
A) Giving what you asked for when you ask for it.

B) Giving you something better than what you asked for (sometimes you
won't know it).

C) Giving you what you asked for at a different time in your life.
D) Forgiving your sins instead.

E) Giving you reward in Jannah in return.

Why Supplications Are Not Accepted

Things which render our supplication unacceptable are:
1) Committing sins.
2) Being lazy in performing the obligatory rituals.
3) Unlawful earnings.

4) Eating unlawful food.

5) Making illegal supplication, e.g. the supplication for a sinful deed.
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Lessons Learnt

1) One should be sincere to Allah in his/her actions.
2) One should earn his/her living using lawful means.

3) Allah’s commands apply to the Messengers of Allah as well as to people,
unless it is specifically mentioned that the command applies to the
Messengers only.

4) Allah is perfect in His nature, His deeds, His attributes, His names, and His
rules.

5) Allah is independent. He will only accept what is good and pure from people.

Q What are the best times for making supplication?

Activity
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Summarize the lesson in your own words.

Knowledge and Action

Based on what I have learned, I will take the following initiative
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Hadith

The Etiquette of the Road: The Rights;f the
passersby

Learning Objectives

(o To memorize the hadith. N
o To identify the narrator and his
biography.
o To explain the meaning of the hadith.
o To explain the rationale for forbidding
people to hang around on public roads.
o To state the lessons that one can glean
\_ from the hadith. )
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Preparation
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99—
The Prophet (PBUH) said, “Faith has seventy something (or sixty something)
component. The best of the components is to say, 'There is no deity except Allah,
and the least of the components is to remove the harm from the road. Shyness
(modesty) is one of the components of faith.”
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MEMORIZE AND EXPLAIN

Abu Sa’eed al-Khudry (RA) narrated that the Prophet (PBUH) said,

"Avoid sitting by the road side.” The Companions (RA) said, "These are
our meeting places, in which we entertain each other.” He said, "If you
must, then you should observe the etiquette of the road.” They asked,
“What is the etiquette?” He said, "To lower your gaze, to avoid hurting
people passing by, to return the greetings, and to command what is

good and forbid what is evil.”
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The Narrator

His name is S’ad ibn Malek ibn Sinan al-Khudry al-Kahzraji al-Ansari. He wanted

to join the Muslim army going to the battle of Uhud, but the Prophet (PBUH)

refused because he was too young. He fought with the Prophet (PBUH) in twelve

battles. He was one of the narrators of hadith; he narrated a hundred and eleven
hadith. He died in Medina in the year 74 H.

The General Meaning

One of the major objectives of Islam is to train people to become well-mannered
and highly disciplined. This enriches life in the society and creates an environment
of peace, love, and compassion.

This is one of the many hadiths that establish the rules for dealing with each other
and respecting the right of everyone. At that time, there were no clubs or cafes for
people to hang out in. They used to sit on the side of the road and socialize. The
hadith urges people to avoid hanging around the side of the road. However, if this
is the only option, then people should observe the etiquette of the road.

The hadith explains that public roads belong to everyone; the rights of people
should be respected. The hadith describes the etiquette that one should follow.

1. Lowering the gaze.
Not embarrassing or harassing passersby.

Returning the greetings.

N

Commanding what is good and forbidding what is evil.

The Consequences of Following the Etiquette of the Road

1. Earning a reward from Allah.
2. Spreading peace, security, and love among people in the society.

Lessons Learnt

One should observe the etiquette of the road. These include:
1. Lowering the gaze.
2. Avoiding causing embarrassment or harassment of passersby.
3. Returning the greetings of those who greet you.
4. Commanding what is good and forbidding what is evil.
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Summarize the lesson in your own words.

Knowledge and Action

Based on what I have learned, I will take the following initiative
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Islamic 'Aqeeda (Doctrine) The Third Area

The Noble Qur'an
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Allah said, "Verily this Quran does guide to that which is most
upright, and gives the glad tidings to the believers who do good
deeds, that they shall have a magnificent reward.” (7: 180)

Learning Objectives

4 N

To define what the Qur'an is.
To identify the names of the Qur'an
To illustrate some of the characteristics
of the Qur'an.
¢ To explain the message of the Qur'an
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Preparation
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How did we get the Qur'an?
What would have happened if parts of the Qur'an were lost?

o

Definition of the Qur'an

The Qur'an is the miraculous word of Allah. It has been revealed to the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) in Arabic. Reciting the Qur'an is an act of worship.

The Names of the Qur'an

Allah gave several names to the Qur'an. These names are mentioned in verses of
the Qur'an itself. Among these:
1. Al-Kitab (The Book), “We have revealed to you a Book in which there is a
reminder for you. Have you then no understanding?” (21: 10)
2. Al-Furqgan (The Criterion), "Blessed is He who sent down the criterion to His
servant, that it may be an admonition to all peoples.” (25: 1)
3. Al-Thikr (The Remembrance), “We have, without doubt, sent down the
Message for remembrance; and We will assuredly be its guardian.” (15: 9)
4. Al-Tanzeel (The Revelation), “Verily this is a revelation from the Lord of the
Worlds.” (26: 192)

The Inimitability of the Qur'an

The Qur’an is a miraculous book. It could not and cannot be imitated by human
beings. The Qur'an challenged the Arabs who were proud of their fluency in their
language to compose a similar book, ten Suras, or even one Sura. The Arabs were
not able to meet the challenge. This challenge is still on for anybody who wants to

try.
There are different aspects for the inimitability of the Qur'an. These include
1. The Linquistic Inimitability
2. The perfect quidance and teachings that it offers societies and individuals.

3. The financial, social, and spiritual way of life that it teaches.

93



Characteristics of the Qur'an

Allah sent His Messengers and gave them revelations. The Torah was revealed to
Prophet Moses (PBUH), the Bible was revealed to Prophet Jesus (PBUH), and the
Qur'an was revealed to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Some of the unique

characteristics of the Qur'an are:

L.

The Qur'an was documented and committed to writing in its entirety during

its revelation and before the death of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

The different parts of the Qur'an were collected together in the form of a book

within two years of the death of the Prophet (PBUH). This, in addition to the
fact that many Companions (RA) of the Prophet committed the whole Qur'an
to memory ensured that the Qur'an we have in our hands now is exactly the
same Qur'an that was revealed to the Prophet (PBUH). Modern Radio Carbon

Tests attest to this fact.

The Qur’an confirms the fact that Prophets Moses and Jesus (PBUT) received

revelations from Allah.

The Qur'an provides a comprehensive plan for the way of life for both

individuals and societies which leads to happiness in this life and in the
Hereafter.

The Qur'an provides the final Message that Allah sent to the whole

humanity.

The Qur'an displays different aspects of inimitability (Miraculousness).

These include rhetoric, numeric, scientific, and linquistic aspects.

The Message of the Qur'an

L.

The fundamental message that the Qur'an conveys is the belief in the
Oneness of the Creator. There is no deity worthy of worship except Allah.
The Qur'an embodies rules and commands which would ensure a pure life for
people in this life as well as in the Hereafter.
It urges people to reflect on their lives, the universe, and creation.
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Summarize the lesson in your own words.

Knowledge and Action

Based on what I have learned, I will take the following initiative
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‘Aqeeda (doctrine)

Allah said, "Say (Muhammad), 'People, I am sent to you all, as
the Messenger of God, to whom belongs the dominion of the
heavens and the earth; there is no deity but He; it is He who gives
both life and death.” So believe in God and His Messenger, the
unlettered Prophet, who believes in God and His words; and follow

him so that you may be guided.” (5: 6)

Learning Objectives

[o To recall the lineage of the Prophet \
(PBUH).
¢ To recognize the scope of the belief in
the Prophet (PBUH).
¢ To recognize the signs of his prophet
hood.
e To recognize why we have to believe in
and love the Prophet (PBUH).
o To recognize the signs for loving the
\ Prophet (PBUH). /
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The Lineage of the Prophet (PBUH)

His name is Muhammad (PBUH), he is the son of ‘Abd Allah, the son of "Abd al-
Muttalib. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is a descendant of the Prophets Ismael and
Ibrahim (PBUT).

The Scope of the Belief in the Prophet (PBUH)

To have full belief in the Prophet (PBUH), one should:
. Obey all the commands of the Prophet (PBUH).
2. Believe that the Prophet (PBUH) was truthful in everything he said.
3. Emulate the way of life of the Prophet (PBUH).

In short, we must take the Prophet (PBUH) as a role model in this life.

The Signs of his Prophet hood

The Qur’an is the only miracle which proves that Prophet Muhammad has been
sent as Allah’s Messenger to quide the whole of humanity to the straight path. It
changed the concept of what miracles are. All through history, prophets were given
extraordinary phenomena to convince their people of faith. The Qura'n, however,
brought guidance to people so they could become and create miracles themselves.
The Qur'an taught people to think, observe, reflect, study, read, and contemplate to
discover the wonders of the world and improve life for themselves in ways that
were considered miraculous a long time before.

The Prophet (PBUH) performed physical miracles, but these miracles are only
convincing to those who witnessed them, and they are not considered as actual
miracles.

Why Do We Have to Believe in and Love the Prophet (PBUH)?

The Qur'an says, "Believe, therefore, in God and His Messenger, and in the light
which we have sent down. And God is Totally-Aware of what you do.” (64: 8)

The Prophet (PBUH) said, “None of you will have perfect faith until he loves me
more than his father, his son, and all people in the world.”
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The Signs for Loving the Prophet (PBUH)

Obeying the commands of the Prophet (PBUH) and following his example in all we
do.
Remembering the Prophet (PBUH) often.
One of the signs of our love for the Prophet (PBUH) is to send peace and greetings
to him by saying, "oszezl deovos dl Ueg 3axe lisss Lies e @il oy Juo palll”
It is recommended to say this:

l.  Whenever the name of the Porphet (PBUH) is mentioned.

2. After hearing the Athan.

3. On Fridays.

4. In the beginning and end of supplications.
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Summarize the lesson in your own words.

Knowledge and Action

Based on what I have learned, I will take the following initiative
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Islamic Figh (Understanding Islamic Law) The Fourth Area

The Rules for Recommended (Voluntary) Prayers
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Abu Hurraira (RA) narrated that the Prophet said, “Allah said, ‘My
servant continues to keep coming closer to me by performing
recommended rituals, until I love him.””

Learning Objectives

4 N

e To recognize the difference between
obligatory and recommended prayers.

e To recognize the different categories
of the recommended prayers.

e To recognize the importance of
recommended prayers.
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Preparation
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—— ) A Bedouin asked the Prophet (PBUH), "How many prayers am I obliged to do?” The
Prophet (PBUH) said, "Allah has made obligatory five daily prayers.” The man asked,
"Am I obliged to do anymore?” The Prophet (PBUH), "No, but if you like you could do
recommended prayers.”
Can you deduce the two categories of prayers mentioned in this hadith?
. y,
Introduction

Allah has made for each obligatory duty a similar voluntary ritual. There are
obligatory and recommended prayers, obligatory and recommended fast, and
obligatory zakat and voluntary sadaqah. The voluntary rituals bring us closer to
Allah and make up for any imperfections that may have tainted our obligatory
duties.

The Difference between Obligatory and recommended Prayers

Obligatory rituals are the rituals that each and every one must do. Those who
perform obligatory rituals will be rewarded but those who fail to perform them will
be subject to the punishment.

Voluntary rituals are rituals which we are urged to do. Those who perform
recommended rituals are promised a reward from Allah, however, those who do not
perform them will not be subject to punishment.

Categories of the Voluntary Prayers

There are two categories for the voluntary prayers: designated and undesignated.
The designated prayers are prayers which are done in a specific occasion, specific
time, or in a specific form.

The undesignated prayers are prayers that can be done at any time.
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Designated Recommended Prayers

These include:

. Doha Prayer. Doha prayer can be done during the period of time between
sunrise and Zuhr prayer time. The least number of rak’a one can do is two
ra’kas. However, one can do more. The Prophet (PBUH) has recommended that
we do Doha prayer. Abu Huraira (RA) narrated that the Prophet (PBUH)
advised him to perform three rituals: to fast three days every month, to pray
two rak’a at the time of Doha, and to pray the witr prayer before going to bed.

2. Witr Prayer. The witr prayer is a recommended prayer which is performed
during the period of time between ‘Isha prayer and Fajr prayer. It consists of
one or more rak’as. However, the number of rak’as should be odd. This is the
literal meaning of the Arabic word witr.

a. Witr prayer is a confirmed Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH), he used to do
it every night.

3. Night Prayers. Night prayer can be performed before witr prayer. Usually,
people would pray night prayers first and finish by praying the witr at the end.
Night prayer is usually done in a multiple of two rak’as.

4. Taraweeh Prayers. "Taraweeh prayers” is the name for the night prayers during
the month of Ramadan. It is performed in congregation and it consists of an
even number of rak’as (eight or twenty in general) performed two at a time.
One rak’a of witr prayer is performed after these prayers.

Undesignated Voluntary Prayers

Istikharah Prayer. This is a prayer that a person does when he wants to seek the
help of Allah to quide the him/her to make the right decision regarding a specific
endeavor. Suppose you are embarking on a new venture; you need to ask Allah to
help you make the right decision.

The prayer consists of two rak’as. After you finish the prayer you ask Allah His
guidance and blessing, saying, “O" Allah, if You know that this venture is good for me
in this life and in the Hereafter, then make it easy for me. But, if You know that it is
not good for me in this life or in the Hereafter, then stop me from embarking on it.”
This is done after all the pros and cons have been weighed out properly regarding
the endeavor and still the individual or group can’t make a choice because there is
no clear right or wrong decision. There is no specific way to determine what Allah
chooses for you when you make this prayer. This prayer is performed, and then the
person makes a decision and moves forward knowing that he did his part regarding
seeking the blessings and acceptance of Allah for his/her endeavor.
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Summarize the lesson in your own words.

Knowledge and Action

Based on what I have learned, I will take the following initiative
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Islamic Figh (Understanding Islamic Law) The Fourth Area

Drought Prayer (Asking for rain)
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Allah said, “It is He who sends down rain after people have given up

all hope, and spreads His Mercy. And He is the Patron, the
Praised.” (3:76)

Learning Objectives

[ )
e To define the Drought Prayer
e To explain the way to perform Drought
Prayer
e To recognize the importance of the
Drought Prayer

104



Preparation
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e Write a description of the picture you see.
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Introduction

When the land becomes dry and barren because of the lack of rain, then people
should pray to Allah.

The Drought Prayer

This is a prayer whose objective is to ask Allah to send down rain so that the
barren land could be cultivated again. It should be done during the period of time

between sunrise and Zuhr prayer. This is a confirmed Sunnah that the Prophet
(PBUH) used to do.

The Way to Perform Drought Prayer

The prayer is performed in a similar way to Eid prayer: Two rak’as with takbeerat
in each rak’a, then the prayer is followed with a khutba like in Eid prayer. The
Khutba should include a great deal of asking for Allah’s forgiveness.

After the prayer, each one should make supplication to Allah asking for His
forgiveness.
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The Importance of the Drought Prayer

Performing Drought Prayer is a manifestation of the total submission Muslims
show their Lord. Muslims recognize and believe that everything in this universe
is controlled by Allah.

One should also learn the specific supplications that the Prophet (PBUH) used to
say in this occasion.

106



Summarize the lesson in your own words.

Knowledge and Action

Based on what I have learned, I will take the following initiative
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Seerah (The Tradition of the Prophet (PBUH)) The Fifth Area

The Battle of Mo'tah (8th. Year H)
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Allah said, "Of the believers are men who have been true to their
covenant with God. Of them some have completed their vow (to the

extreme), and some are still waiting and they have never changed

(their determination) in the least.” (33: 23)

Learning Objectives

[ N
e To explain the reason for the battle.
e To recall the preparation for the
battle.
e To recall the events of the battle.
¢ To recognize the lessons learnt.

108



Preparation

A summary of the battles of the Prophet (PBUH)
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The Reason for the Battle

The killing of the Prophet’s (PBUH) ambassador Al-Hareth ibn "Umayr al-Azdi by
the governor of Balqgaa, represented a declaration of war by the people of
Ghassan in the north of the Arabian Peninsula. The Prophet (PBUH) decided to
send an army to fight them in response for their declaration.

The Preparation for the Battle

The Prophet (PBUH) appointed Zayd ibn Harthah (RA) to be the Commander of
the army. The command should be assumed by Ja'far ibn Abi Taleb (RA) in the
case that Zayd (RA) was killed. In the event that J'afar (RA) was killed, then "Abd
Allah ibn Rawaha (RA) should assume the command. The Prophet (PBUH)
commanded Zayd (RA) to offer the Ghassanites to sign a peace agreement (either
to adopt Islam or swear alliance). If they refuse, then he should fight them.

Events of the Battle

A Muslim army of about three thousand fighters marched towards Mo'tah in the
month of Jumada al-Oula, in the 8th year of Hijra under the command of Zayd
(RA). The army reached a place called Ma'an and set camp. In the meantime, the
Romans joined the Ghassanites and marched towards the Balgaa with an army
composed of a hundred thousand fighters.

Another army from the Arab tribes joined the Romans. The total number was over
200,000 fighters.

The Muslims were overwhelmed by the news of these huge armies moving to
fight them. However, after deliberations they decided to go on with their mission
as was issued by the Prophet (PBUH).

The Muslims chose to meet the Roman army at the town of Mo'tah because of its
strategic advantage; it was surrounded by mountains and very small and narrow.
This forced the roman army to face the Muslims with smaller numbers and not
benefit from their numeral advantage. During the first encounter the three
commanders who were appointed by the Prophet (PBUH) were killed.
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The Muslims chose Khaled ibn Al-Waleed (RA) to lead the army. Khaled (RA)
took advantage of the nightfall and rearranged the army and formed a genius
plan.

Khaled’s (RA) plan was to trick the Romans that additional fighters were joining
the ranks of the Muslims, and to retreat gradually. The Romans were fooled by
the plan and did not follow the retreating Muslim army thinking it was an
ambush. By the time they figured out the trick, the Muslims were already half
way to Medina. The Muslims only lost twelve fighters in the battle, the Romans
lost around four thousand.

Lessons Learnt

. The three leaders of the army who lost their lives in this battle gave the best
example of courageous leadership. This kind of leadership was one of the
reasons that Muslims won their battles.

2. It was wise of Khaled (RA) to retreat and save the army from being
slaughtered by the enemy. The Romans commanded an army of two hundred
thousand people while the Muslims were only three thousand.

3. The Battle of Mo'tah paved the way for the conquest of Syria.

o

Activity Summarize the battles of the Prophet (PBUH)
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Summarize the events of the Battle of Mo’tah.

Knowledge and Action

Based on what I have learned, I will take the following initiative
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The Fifth Area Seerah (The Tradition of the Prophet (PBUH))

The Story of the Young Men of the Cave
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1

Allah said, "Or did you think that the Companions of the Cave and of

the Inscription were a unique and unrepeated sign of Ours?” (18: 9)

Learning Objectives

4 )
e To recognize the concept of seeking
refuge in Allah.
e To recall the events of the story of
the young people of the cave.
e To recall the lessons learnt from this

story.
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Preparation

5]
o —
o—
e What Sura are we recommended to recite on Fridays?
e This Sura narrated a number of stories, what are these stories?
Introduction

The Chiefs of the tribe of Quraysh sent two of their people to ask the Jewish Rabbis
of Medina about Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). The Rabbis gave Quraysh’s delegates
three questions to ask the Prophet (PBUH). They told them that if Muhammad is a
true messenger of Allah, then he should know the proper answer to these questions.
The questions were:

e What is the story of the young sleepers?

e What is the story of the man who was able to roam the earth from east to west?

e What is the nature of the soul?
The Chiefs of Quraysh asked the Prophet (PBUH) these questions. The Prophet
(PBUH) said, “Tomorrow, I will give you the answers”. However, Gabriel (PBUH) did
not show up for about two weeks. Rumors started to circulate in Mecca that
Muhammad (PBUH) was unable to provide the answers. The Prophet (PBUH) was
saddened by this. Then Gabriel (PBUH) came and delivered answers to him in Surat
al-Kahf.
The Qur'an says, ""And never say of anything, ‘Indeed I shall do that tomorrow,”
Everything we do should be measured to the will of Allah. If you want to make a
decision you should always ask yourself ‘Is this what Allah wants? Is this a
part of Allah’s will?” All major and minor choices and plans we make in our
lives should start by saying “in sha" Allah” (by the will of Allah) because it shows
that we have considered His will and satisfaction before proceeding with our
decisions. "Except if God wills. And remember your Lord when you forget, and say, ‘It
may be that my Lord guides me to a nearer way of truth than this.”” (18: 23-24). If you
forget to consider the will of Allah before making a plan or a choice, remind yourself,
and ask Him to guide you to the way that is closer to success than the way you
chose. Our plans and choices can always be improved, and we should seek Allah'’s
guidance for that all the time.
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The Question about the amazing story of the young people of the cave was
also addressed in Surat al-Kahf. The Qur'an tells us a story of young teenagers
who did not accept the wrong way of life that was practiced during their time,
and decided to work together to spread righteousness and goodness in their
community. The verses present a summary of the story first then it delves into
the details of the story.

"Or did you think that the Companions of the Cave and of the Inscription were
a unique and unrepeated sign of Ours? When the young men retreated to the cave
to reassess and said, ‘Our Lord, grant us mercy from Your presence, and provide
for us a right course in our affair.” Then We sealed up their hearing in the Cave
for a number of years. Then We woke them, in order to test which of the two
parties was best at calculating the time they had remained.” This is a
summary of the story from which we know that the people of the cave
were a group of young people who were believers and retreated into a cave.
God put them to sleep for a number of years then He woke them after their
long sleep. Allah tells us right at the beginning of the story that what He did
for these young people is not unique to them. He will do it for others,
not the sleeping and waking-up part, but the support, guidance, and
willing to change the laws of the universe for those who serve Him. The
young people of the cave never thought they would have much impact, but
Allah tells us the story of how He pleasantly and majestically proved them
wrong. This was the summary, now we come to the details, “IWe narrate to you
their story with truth. They were young men who believed in their Lord,
and We increased them in guidance. We strengthened their hearts when they
took a stand and said, "Our Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the earth. We
call upon no god beside Him, for then we would be uttering a transgression.
These, our people, have taken gods other than Him though they bring no clear
proof. Who is in greater wrong than he who invents a lie against God?” This is
the first scene in the story. A group of young individuals who were
like-minded in their sincerity towards Allah and willingness to serve
Him and spread the message of goodness and righteousness, came
together and formed a plan and list of fundamental principles that they
stood for.
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This included religious, social, and financial goals they wanted to serve the
community with. They had clarity in what they wanted to do for their community
and they began executing their plan, spreading goodness amongst people, and
serving them. They took a stand against polytheism and falsehood. This required
bravery and commitment. They stood against practices of, oppression, injustice,
and persecution in their community. They spoke to their people -while serving
them- with logic, love, genuine care for their best interest, and strength.
"And when you abandon them and that which they worship except God, then
retreat to the cave; your Lord will spread for you of His mercy and will prepare for
you an easy way out from your ordeal.” Once their influence grew in their
community, the king decided it was time to get rid of them as he felt they were a
threat to him. When the young people heard of this, they retreated to a cave so
they could come up with a new plan. It is always important to change your
methods when reality changes around you. It is foolish to continue doing the same
thing even when the circumstances are not the same any more. These young
teenagers had the wisdom to recognize that a new plan was needed in the light of
the change of events that occurred, so they retreated to a nearby hidden cave to
think, discuss, and plan. They did not run away. However, Allah had different
plans for them.

"And (had you been present) you would have seen the sun, when it rose, declining
to the right from their cave, and when it set, turning away from them to the left,
while they lay in the open space in the midst of the cave. Such are among the
signs of God. He whom God, guides is rightly guided; but he whom God leaves to
stray, for him you will not find a protector to guide him. Had you seen them) You
would have thought they were awake, while they were asleep, and We turned
them on their right and on their left sides, their dog stretching his two fore-legs on
the threshold. Had you seen them, you would have certainly turned back from
them in flight, and would certainly have been filled with terror of them.”
The verses paint a dynamic scene as if it were a movie showing how the young
men slept and how the sun moved away from the cave so that it would not disturb
their sleep. These are signs of God. They stayed alive all this time. God’'s quidance
is controlled by His law. There are means for seeking and receiving guidance.
Those who seek guidance and use the means that God has decreed will be guided
by God.
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Those who reject guidance will never find anyone to quide them. The depiction of
the scene continues. God moved them around in their sleep and the dog was sitting
at the entrance of the cave as if it was providing protection. Had anyone seen
them, they would have run away in fear. Allah will change the norms of the
universe and bend the laws of physics for those who take a stand and do their
jobs; fulfilling their purpose of spreading the message and righteousness in
their communities.

Then they woke up, "And thus We awakened them that they might question one
another. A speaker from among them said, 'How long have you remained?” They
said, 'We remained a day or some part of a day.” (Others) said, "Your Lord knows
best how long you remained. Now send one of you with this silver coin of yours to
the city, and let him see what food is purest there and bring you a supply thereof.
Let him be courteous and let no one know of you. For if they should come upon
you, they would stone you or force you to return to their cult, and in that case you
would never succeed.”” The verses describe the scene when they woke up. They did
not know how long they had slept. Since they had no way of knowing how long
they had slept, they continued to discuss how they were going to get food from
the town without being detected. They were afraid that if they were detected
they would be captured and tortured or executed; and if they were forced to
abandon their faith then this would be the greatest loss. Observe how they cared
about the purity of the food they were going to eat, this shows true
commitment. We understand from the narrative that while the young men were
sleeping in the cave the people of the town had become believers. The reason
people now were believers was the legacy they left behind. When they
disappeared 300 years earlier, people missed their positive influence in their lives
and accused the king of killing them. People then found the inscription they had
written their principles and values on. When people read what they stood for
and remembered their teachings and good deeds, they became very angry with
the king and a revolution started to avenge them. A few years later, they
overthrew the king and enforced justice and equality in the kingdom, based on
the principles the young teenagers had established through their belief in Allah.
They were seen as martyrs and their memory served as fuel for people to be good
and spread righteousness.
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The people of the town celebrated the return of the young sleepers. One can
imagine the enormity of the surprise these teenagers must have experienced when
they realized the length of the period they spent sleeping. Their return was a
miracle and people treated them as celebrities. However, the people they knew and
cared for were all long gone. It was the mercy of God that now they would actually
die. We can imagine all these intermediate scenes, but the Quran moves directly to
the scene when they died. People were arguing how they should celebrate their
story to keep their memory alive, "Thus did We make their case known to the
people, that they might know that the promise of God is true, and that there can be no
doubt about the Hour of Judgment. They disputed among themselves as to their affair.
(Some) said, ‘Construct a building over them,” their Lord knows best about them.
Those who prevailed over their affair said, ‘Let us surely build a place of worship

rrr

over them.”” The main lesson to be learned here is that the impact and
influence of taking a stand for righteousness should never be underestimated. Allah
brought the young sleepers back for a day so they could witness the size of change
their stand -three hundred and some years ago- had made. Do your part, and Allah
is in charge of everything else. Just do your part, and take a stand for what is right.
There were several stories about the number of these young people, “(Some) will
say they were three, the dog being the fourth among them, and (some) say they
were five, the dog being the sixth, doubtfully guessing at the unknown,; (yet
others) say they were seven, the dog being the eighth. Say, 'My Lord knows best
their number.” It is but few that know their (real case). Enter not, therefore, into
controversies concerning them, except on a matter that is clear, nor consult any of
them about (the affair of) them (the sleepers).” 1t is really not important to know
how many they were. God knows their exact count. The objective of the story has
been achieved whether they were many or few. So the Quran commands the
Prophet (PBUH) not to get into an arqument with anyone about their number. We
should be people of substance and essence, and not superficial thinkers who dwell
on insignificant issues.
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Lessons Learnt

1)

6)

We should look for like-minded people who want to serve Allah and His nation
the way we do and work with them.

) We should come up with plans to serve our communities and meet their needs.

We should take stands for righteousness and not be scared to stand strong
against falsehood and evil.

We should never underestimate the impact we can have. Sometimes we won't
see the actual size of our influence in our lifetime, but the ripple effect is real
and Allah will bend the laws of the universe for us if we are sincere and
active.

We should always plan properly, know what we stand for, write it down and
reflect on it if necessary, and revise our plans when reality changes. Retreats
are often needed and beneficial.

Remember that they were teenagers, only three to seven people, and yet they
changed the destiny and status of a complete kingdom. Never underestimate
yourself; you are truly capable of greatness beyond your wildest dreams, and
Allah is with you.
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Write ten sentences about the young people of the cave

The young people of
the cave
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Knowledge and Action

Based on what I have learned, I will take the following initiative
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The Sixth Area Islamic Manners and Etiquette

Lowering the Gaze

Olull| Baas po ddl pad) dads, 14855 3 gawe o Al die J1B

<L gaatt AaliS B LA o oyl Aoy ]

‘Abd Allah ibn Mas’oud (RA) said, “Control of your sight is more
difficult than the control of the tongue.”

Learning Objectives

(e To explain the concept of lowering
the gaze.

¢ To recognize the virtue and
importance of lowering the gaze.

e To discuss the benefits of lowering
the gaze.

e To identify the means which help in

\_ lowering the gaze. )

~
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The Concept of Lowering the Gaze

Lowering the gaze means that one should not look at the things that Allah has
deemed unlawful for us to look at.

This involves never breaching the privacy of people. One, also, is commanded not
to aspire to material belongings that people have.

The Virtue and Importance of Lowering the Gaze

Lowering the gaze is important to achieve purity of conduct which guarantees
happiness in this life and in the Hereafter. The Qur'an says, “Tell the believing men
to lower their gaze and be modest. That is purer for them. God is aware of what they
do. And tell the believing women lower their gaze and be modest.” (24: 30-31) Men
and women should lower their gaze and be modest. This provides a framework for
the behavior of men and women in places where they meet. The framework aims
to minimize the chances of temptation that may open the door to sin. Lowering the
gaze and being modest require a degree of self-discipline. This self-discipline is
motivated by the fact that Allah is telling us that it is purer for us to do so.
Lowering the gaze saves the believers from the temptation of Satan. It strengthens
the heart and allows the believer to come closer to Allah.

Muslims do not stare at the figures and body attractions of others. It is fine for
opposite genders or individuals who can be attracted to each other to work together
as long as they obey the rules of professionalism which include lowering the gaze
when interacting. This rule applies for both men and women who become of age.

The Means Which Help in Lowering the Gaze

1) Having self-discipline.

2) Remembering Allah.

3) Remembering the angels who record our deeds.

4) Remembering the virtue and importance of lowering the gaze.
5) Remembering the Hereafter.
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Discuss the topic of lowering the gaze.

Knowledge and Action

Based on what I have learned, I will take the following initiative
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